WORLD / A23 


Britney Spears 
loses custody 


NEWS / A2 


Malaysia threatens 
to pull out peace 
monitors in Mindanao 


МОВА AUNOR: Now super-free of 
any criminal record, the 
ex-superstar of Philippine movies 
leaves the LA court which had 
dismissed drug charges against her, 
with lawyer Sherwin Edelberg, 
aunt Belen Villamayor. (Story on 
PageAT) McXtéGHTCONTRBUTOR 
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4 rescued crew members 
recount coworkers eaten 
alive by sharks off Palawan 


PNP chief: My calling 
card not meal coupon 


By Akuin Papa. (ШИГ 
TSACALLNGCARD [KASI ANG MaA 
from Camp Crame, peri- 
od. Not a flimsy "badge" 
tobe brandished atraf- 
fic officers or parking at- 
tendants, a lifetime 
food-and-drinks 
PNP CHIEF/ ALB 


Spy vs spy: Nica 
revamp triggers 
demoralization 


By Fe Zamora. 
and Tarra Quismundo 
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THE JOKER IS WILD 


Probe of PDI, 4 solons sought 
over leak on secret meeting 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


late-night executive session with Neri, a 
key witness in the controversial $329-mil- 
lion deal with China's ZTE Corp. involving 
the National Broadband Network (NBN) 
project. 

During a 10-hour Senate hearing earlier 
on Sept. 26, Neri, the former director gen- 
eral of the National Economic and Develop- 
iment Authority, continually invoked execu- 
tive privilege in refusing to answer sena- 

PROBE/AIS 


A PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVE TO IMPROVE 
the National Intelligence Coordinating 
Agency (Nica) has triggered a scramble for 
over 100 new positions but has sown de- 
moralization in its ranks, the Inquirer has 
learned. 

The new posts were created by Mala- 
сайап to strengthen the role and authority 
of Nica, which has been designated Secre- 


SEN. JOKER ARROYO HAS FORMALLY 
asked the Senate to investigate the senators 
and other officials present at the Sept. 26 ex- 
ecutive session with former Ѕосіоссопотіс 
Planning Secretary Romulo Neri, for violat- 
ing the secrecy rule on closed-door sessions. 
‘Arroyo also asked the Senace to investi- 


gate the Inoumer, which quoted unnamed ARROYO: The question arises: “Did four senators peddle the 


sources in reporting what transpired in the 


falsehoods that became the basis for the Inquires article?” 


ROGERMARGALLO 


SPY VSSPY/AS 


GMA: NBN deal is dead 


DIFFICULT DECISION EXPLAINED: President Arroyo and some Cabinet members. 
hold a meeting with Chinese President Hu Jintao in Shanghai on Tuesday to tell him 


she's aborting the NBN-ZTE project. 


MALACANANG PHOTO 


No TRO on ‘Hello Garci’ 
probe; SC grills petitioners 


By Leila B. Salaver 


SUPREME COURT JUSTICES YESTER- 
day invoked public interest in the re- 
form of the electoral process as they 
grilled the lawyers of two retired jus- 
tices who had sought to stop the re- 
newed Senate inquiry into the "Hello 
Garci” wiretapping scandal. 

‘After seven hours of oral arguments, 
the high court merely required the 


Mike A: I 
never said 
‘Back off’ 


By Tarra Quismundo 


IMMEDIATELY ON THE DEFENSIVE 
upon returning home from a foreign 
trip, the man in the eye of the latest po- 
litical storm to hit the Arroyo presiden- 
cy yesterday denied ever uttering the 
now infamous words: “Back off.” 

“I just want to clarify, 1 never said 
"back off. That is not even in my voca- 
Ъшагу” the husband of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo said upon his ar- 
rival, even before the media could fire 
off any questions. 

“And I never pointed a finger at Joey 
de Venecia," Jose Miguel Arroyo said at 
the Ninoy Aquino International Air- 
port (Naia). 

Businessman Jose “Joey” de Venecia 
Ш, son of Speaker Jose de Venecia, set 
off a major controversy two weeks ago 
when he testified at a Senate inquiry 
into the National Broadband Network 

MIKEAV AIT 


contending parties to submit their re- 
spective memoranda containing their 
positions within 15 days. 

Earlier in the session, Justice Angeli- 
na Sandoval-Gutierrez said the retired 
justices—Santiago Ranada and Oswal- 
do Agcaoili—would do more for the 
country if they pushed for the Senate 
inquiry. 

“I think your petitioners will be 

NOTROJAIT 


left onthe eve 
of thestart of 
the Senate 
NBN-ZTE 
probe. 


sso 


China accepts 
decision with 
understanding 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


SHANGHAI (VIA PLDT)— 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
yesterday told Chinese Presi- 
dent Hu Jintao that the 
Philippines had decided to 
stop the controversial $329- 
million deal for the National 
Broadband Network (NBN) 
project. 


The NBN contract with China's ZTE 
Corp. sparked an explosive controver- 
sy that has hounded Ms Arroyo's ad- 
ministration since the deal was signed 
on April 21. 

At a closed-door bilateral meeting, 
Ms Arroyo took it upon herself to “ex- 
plain” to President Hu her decision to 
stop the contract. 

“At this point, the President ex- 
plained ‘the difficult decision’ not to 
continue with the NBN contract,” said 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye, recall 
ing Ms Arroyo's words during the 50- 
minute meeting with the Chinese lead. 
er 

‘Sought for clarification, Bunye said: “I 

GMA: NBN/AI8 


Razon now most powerful 


THE OTHER SIDE UNDERSTANDS: President Hu Jintao (2nd from right) and other 
Chinese officials listen to Ms Arroyo and her officials with ^ Ж 
scrapping NBN-ZTE but that the [RP-China] relationship "i 


No more Senate appearance 
for Abalos: See you in court 


By Beverly T. Natividad 


ONE DAY AFTER HE RESIGNED AS 
Commission on Elections chair, Ben- 
jamin Abalos Sr. announced that he had 
no intention of further appearing at the 
Senate inquiry on the controversial 
broadband deal and said he would 
rather see his accusers in court. 

“What else could they extract from 
me,” said Abalos, who attended his fi- 
nal formal session at the Comelec yes- 


terday and then bade its officials and 
employees goodbye. (See related sto- 
ry on Page A6.) 

Abalos was visibly angry at the treat- 
ment he got from the senators last 
week. He had vowed not to show up at 
the Senate probe but decided to attend 
after accusations against him ap- 
peared to be getting out of hand. Aba- 
los said he did not plan to attend the 
hearing on its scheduled resumption 

NO MORE) A6 


businessman, says JDV son 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


BUSINESSMAN ENRIQUE RAZON HAS 
joined President Macapagal-Arroyo on 
her state visit to China, leaving unan- 
swered the allegation of former Socio- 
economic Planning Secretary Romulo 
Neri that the tycoon had threatened him 
not to allow a rival to get into Manila's 
port business. 

Razon, chair and president of Interna- 
tional Container Terminal Services Ine. 
QCTSD, had convinced Ms Arroyo to 


grace the opening of ICTSI' latest over- 
seas expansion—Yantai Port, one of Chi- 
na's top 10 commercial ports. 

Razon came to China on his own 
plane. 

Businessman Jose “Joey” de Venecia Ш 
said he was not surprised Razon remained 
in the good graces of the President. 

"Is he the most powerful businessmen in 
the country? I believe he is now the most 
powerful person not only because of his 
closeness to President Arroyo but also to First 


RAZON/AIT 


ENRIQUE RAZON: To China with 


‘GMA to inaugurate new ICTSI port. 


Heads of 2 Koreas meet for historic summit 


SEOUL—AN UNSMILING NORTH KO- 
rean leader, Kim Jong-il, welcomed 
South Korea's President Roh Moo- 
hyun to Pyongyang on Tuesday, di 
playing scant enthusiasm while or- 
chestrated crowds cheered the start of 
the second-ever summit between the 
divided Koreas since World War II. 


The greeting was in stark contrast to 
the first North-South summit in 2000, 
when Kim greeted then South Korean 
President Kim Dae-jung with smiles 
and clasped both his hands tightly in 
an emotional moment that softened 
the North Korean strongman's image 
то South Koreans and the world. They 


< 


also harmonized while singing patriot- 
ic songs. 

This time, Kim appeared reserved 
and unemotional, walking slowly and 
occasionally clapping lightly to en- 
courage the crowd of thousands at the 
Outdoor welcome ceremony who 

Heaps / Alo 
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m. Malaysia wants out 


cuts rates doom for RP- 
by 65¢/kwh  /A7 Japanact 


"www. Qf peace process 


slain in Basilan clash 


KL impatient 
over slow 
pace of talks 


MALAYSIA HAS THREATENED 
to withdraw monitors oversee- 
ing a four-year ceasefire be- i 
tween the Philippine military? 
and the country's biggest Ми: 
lim separatist guerrilla group 
because of delays in peace talks, 
sources said yesterday. 


Tension has risen lately between the? 
army and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front 2 
(MILF), with each side accusing the otherze 
of breaking the truce during a skirmish ora 

" = the island of Basilan last week. Еч 

ы р B Yesterday, at least four Navy commandos” 
Ё = e — and 10 rebels died in another firefight on 
alabang e baliuag < Basilan, as troops pursued the Abu Sayyaf 
я group, which has close links with the MILE 

= a di a (See related story on Page A5) 
manila bay e orbigas 731495007 А resumption in peace talks, scheduled 
À E. T to take place in the Malaysian capital Kuala 
= Lumpur next month, is іп doubt again after 
four postponements. The talks broke down 
a year ago amid disagreements over the 
size and wealth of a proposed ancestral 
homeland for Muslims on the southern is- 

land of Mindanao. 


Getting impatient 
Govemment and rebel sources told 
Reuters the Malaysian government was 
z getting impatient, and threatened during 
И = y ап informal meeting in Kuala Lumpur last. 
С SKINDRED || © Solignum 2 | ARRAS Apollo week to recall its 60 monitors to pressure 
Шыг, МУКА IDESIGNS & CONCEPTS | the sides to resume talks. 

Mohagher Iqbal, the rebels! chief nego- 
“BA tiator, told Reuters in а phone interview 
from his hideout on Mindanao that any 
sal Hames WA. О соѕмоу withdrawal of Malaysian soldiers would 
Shower Зо endanger the truce and harm implementa- 

= tion of development projects. 


cf 
: r “If that hi ns, ild hi big im- 
DECOWOOD eg © Hn FIREFLY Е that happens, it would have a big im. 


pact on the peace process,” Iqbal said. 
Corinthian Frames Unarmed Malaysian soldiers have been 
in Mindanao since 2004 as part of an effort 
to end nearly 40 years of conflict that has 
es YUAN Я killed more than 120,000 people and dis- 
Hoanoena a | que МЕ 
a SES Libya and Brunei also have small contin- 


== x " gents in the monitoring team. 

ral А E NK e. Y Iqbar said last week's meeting in Kuala 

d à E Lumpur had been "productive" but had 
failed to fix a date for formal talks. 


KENT VINYL TILES i > 
Es Е lot poles apart 

Panasoni мше м 3 |. 1 4 “Our differences were not really poles 

iai Esel potes а ISPECTRUM | apart, we've narrowed the gaps from where 


gua Accesories T а ме started two years ago," Iqbar said. 
= “But our counterparts could not commit 


у dum. «з 7 to anything without the approval of the po- 
STANLEY A, [1 Ys z | э | litical leadership in Manila," he said. 
|o IP suya А P E а e "The government must have political will 


to conclude the peace process." Last week, 


м c the military accused MILF members of 
For inquiries, you may call us at: helping a band of Abu Sayyaf rebels during 
ORTIGAS HOME DEPOT ^ ^ ` ` Й a firefight on Basilan island and threatened 

ORTIGAS HOME DEPOT ; fo file a protest to a ceasefire panel. 
LEE MM QUU T MOD The MILF countered by saying troops 
. ; $ had entered rebel territory without coordi- 
3.0523; 683.0826 nating with the panel, and had attacked 


ome Interior superstore BM ^s» 


There was no word on any MILF involve- 

t in yesterday's fighting, sparked by а 

SE рар, at the 2nd Floor ecc dem P а Ара ера 

Repas f $1 1627 il b rbi hideout. 
Fax No. 771.1626 ў manila bay • огодаѕ 


Focus of attention 


626 
BALIUAG HOME DEPOT Mindanao has been-a focus of interna- 
DRT en ‘Brgy. Tarcan, Baliaug, Bulacan. tional attention because Western govern- 
Tel. xr 766.7957; 


ments believe it has been a training base for 


(02) 299. Islamic militants with links to al Qaida and 
MANILA aay HOME DEPOT Tegiooal pron ра абан. 

‘Macapagal Blvd. corner беп Puyat А, Brat A, x, Pasay Cy Japan has been funding about $1 million 
Ж е. 833.5456; 833.5768 worth of social and economic projects, іп- 


556.1471; 556.1464 cluding repairs of school buildings and in- 
1468 stallation of potable water systems. 
The World Bank has a separate $3 mil- 
lion project helping set up cooperatives to 
start and manage small businesses, such as 


*See flyers for morg details. Per DTI-NCR Permit No.3443 Series of 2007. copra and rice production. ‘Reuters 
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GMA open PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- mother of the missing Jonas, Macapagal-Arroyo was sched- 
p royoisopentomeetingwiththe expressed her doubt about Ms uled to visit. 


mother of the missing activist Arroyo's dedication to human “I hope such a meeting takes 


to meeting Jonas Burgos, Press Secretary rights in the country. 
й Ignacio Bunye said yesterday. "The President is open to Мз Arroyo on Monday in- 
with Jonas Bunyemadetheremarkinre- such a meeting,” Bunye said structed the newly installed 
action to reports that Edith Bur- yesterday just before boarding PNP chief Director General 

, gos, the widow of press free- the presidential flight bound for Avelino Razon to make an im- 
Burgos Ша dom fighter Jose Burgos and Shanghai where President proved human rights situation 


place,” Bunye added. 


his legacy when he retires from 
the service in September 2008. 

“Let us give the new PNP 
chief Sonny Razon the benefit 
of the doubt. He is new on the 
job and promised to exert best 
efforts to do whatever is need- 
ed,” Bunye told reporters. 

He said Ms Arroyo was “dead 


serious" about solving the ex- 
tra-judicial killings of leftist ac- 
tivists and journalists which he 
said "happened not just now 
but in several generations and 

administration: 
"She wants to finally put ап 
end to this... violence," he said. 
Norman Bordadora 


| Alagang tunay ang walang-kapantay 
na alaga ng pamilya. 


That is the way BenLife cares for you — like family. 


BenLife is a wholly Filipino-owned insurance company with more than 47 years of experience and stability. 
We have over P3 billion in total assets for the coverage of our more than 300,000 satisfied policyholders. Mega MLP 
We have 324 domestic and international branches to serve our policyholders wherever they are, providing _ Special Corporate Plan: 
them with the insurance products they deserve for a worry-free future. 
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Our full range of products and services: 


It is that kind of care only a family can give. It is providing for the essentials of every day, while making sure + Whole Life 
that the future will truly be beneficial for your loved ones. 


+ Academic Life Program 
(Educational Plan) 

+ Product Mix Plans: 
(Life and Health) 


- Money Accumulator 
Pension Plus 


Let BenLife truly care for you and your family. Call us today for your family’s insurance needs. -Money Value Plus 


+ Employees Comprehensive 
Coverage Plan 

«Dollar Advantage Plan 

+ Term Plans: 
- Group Yearly 


= Multi-Life Protector Plus Renewable Term 


- Group Credit Life 

- Group Mortgage 
Redemption Insurance 

- 10-Yr. Convertible Term 
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ReFirme | 


For Kris Aquino, skincare is of utmost priority. But she won't take surgical 
risks on her face just for vanity. "I've done surgical procedures on my 
body, but | wouldn't want to touch my face," Kris discloses. "If 
something goes wrong, | won't be able to cover it up with clothes!” 


When she heard of Facial Care Centre's ReFirme™, a 45-minute, 
non-invasive laser procedure that tightens and lifts the skin, she had 
her doubts at first. "I was initially skeptical about it. It sounded too good 
to be true. But after | tried it? Wow! | told Bambbi (Fuentes), my god it 
really works! The best results are after 48 hours. My skin really glows! 
1 don't even have to put on powder. Just a bit of tint on my cheeks and 
I'm set. There's no downtime so | can walk straight out of Facial Care 
right after. My skin also feels smoother, and the redness and dryness | 
get when I'm stressed? All gone. ReFirme™ is amazing! | sooo love it!” 


For the woman who deserves better, there's Facial Care Centre. 
Call Facial Care now for a FREE consultation. 


892-SKIN (7546) 


| must admit - | love 


ORTIGAS TOMAS MORATO BINONDQ' ALABANG _ SHAW CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA, 


‘wr faialearecento.com ph. 


CEBU (233-7631) 
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Prosecutors won't 
object to Atong's 
lotto consultancy 


GOVERNMENT PROSECU- to a lesser offense in the plunder 
tors have no objection to Char- case against Estrada in which he 
lie “Atong” Апе petition to the wasa coaccused. 
Sandiganbayan seeking the re- Estrada was convicted of two 
versal of its earlier ruling that counts of plunder and was sen- 
barred him from flying to Cam- | tenced to 40 years in prison. His 
bodia for a possible consulting conviction is under appeal. 
job ina gaming company. The Sandiganbayan Special Di- 
“The people submits the instant vision junked Ang’s petition for a 
motion to the wise discretion of weeklong travel pass to Cambodia 
the court,” said Special Prosecutor citing the possibility he would 
Dennis Villa-Ignacio in a one-page _Jeave the jurisdiction of the court. 
comment submitted to the ani- In placing Ang under two 
graft courts Special Division. years probation four months 
Ang, a well-known former casi- ago, the court ordered him not 
mo habitué and a gambling buddy to participate in any form of 
of ousted President Joseph Estra- gambling and to get the court's 
da, received a job offer in August permission every time he want- 
from 888 Corporation, which op- ed to leave Quezon City. 
H erates a lottery in Cambodia. Inhis motion for reconsideration, 
59 iting his “expertise” as а for- Ang through his lawyers said he 
Я mer consultant to the Philippine could not "simply escape and trifle 
‘Amusement and Gaming Corp. in with the generosity of this cour.” 
the Estrada administration, 888 Не also said he would abide 
executives wrote Ang asking him by the terms and conditions for 
tohelp their company. travel that the court may im- 
In his request to be allowed to pose—like putting up a travel 
fly to Cambodia, Ang had told the bond—to guarantee his return. 
Sandiganbayan the job could be “I really need that job to set- 
x^ ou his ticket to settling his debts, in- Че my arrears. I have по job of- 
F curred when he had to pay the fers here in the country” Ang 
P2S-million penalty the court im- had told the Inquirer in an earli- 
25 pm сы ©. posed on him after he pled guilty erinterview. Jocelyn R. Uy 
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Corrections 


IN THE SEPT. 27 ISSUE, an Across the Nation story on Page 
A16—"Preserving original Marinduque folk music" —misstat- 
ed the name of the current director of the Center for Cultural 
Arts Studies of Marinduque State College. The director is pro- | 
fessor Rex Emmanuel—not Manuel—Asuncion. The same ar- 
ticle also misstated Asuncion's undergraduate course. Asun- 
cion earned a Bachelor of Music—not Bachelor of Science in 
Music Education—degree. 
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+ On screen search function 

+ Personalize your picture background 
ОРМ Hits vol.1 with 300 OPM songs 

(60 RealSound") 
Memory pack 

“with 128mb of extra memory, record up to 100 


INTHE SAME ISSUE, a photo caption on Page A10 misspelled 
the names of two members of the House of Representatives. 
They are Camarines Sur First District Rep. Dato—not 
Datu—Arroyo and Occidental Mindoro Rep. Girlie—not Ger- | 
lie—Villarosa. 

IN THE OCT. 2 ISSUE, a “Did you know" item on Page A17 of 
the Metro section misstated that Sarao Motors Inc. was based 
in Pasay City. The country’s pioneer jeepney maker was based 


mins. or save as many as 50 pictures in Las Piñas. 


IN THE SAME ISSUE, a story on Page A4—"No more talks; Er- 
ар must ask for pardon—Puno"—misstated the age of the 
mother of ousted President Joseph Estrada. Mary Ejercito is 
102—not 82—years old. 
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Tue DAuY 
GOSPEL 


Wednesday, October 3, 2007 
$ 26th Week in Ordinary Time 

1st Reading: Neh 2:1-8 

Gospel: Luke 9:57-62 

As Jesus and his disciples went on their 

way, a man said to him, “I will follow you 


wherever you go." Jesus said to him, "Fox- 
Enjoy shopping in Guam any day you want. 


es have holes and birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
lay his head." 

"To another Jesus said, "Follow me." But he 
answered, "Let me go back now, for first 1 
мап: to bury my father.” And Jesus said to 
him, “Let the dead bury their dead; as for you, 
leave them and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.” 

‘Another said to him, “I will follow you, 
Lord, but first let me say goodbye to my fami- 
1y” And Jesus said to him, “Whoever has put 
his hand to the plow and looks back is not fit 
for the kingdom of God.” 

Commentary 

‘Nehemiah is a servant. As he attends to 
the king, his sadness is revealed. He tells 
the king of the city of his ancestors lying in 
ruins and asks if he can return to rebuild 
it, then he would return as the servant of 
the king. He is given leave (surprisingly) 
and he also receives letters for safe-con- 
duct, for wood. The favoring hand of God is 
upon him! Again it is unbelievers, those 
outside the land/people/covenant of Israel 
who enable prophets and people to once 
again worship God in their own place. Ро 
dt. eru we appreciate others not of our faith, na- 

A я H tion, covenants, who are wise, gracious, 

rlines :2 ces e 
i their nation and yet seek to serve another 
n God? 
i We claim to be followers of Jesus, the Son of 


Work Hard. 


Have your fill of brandname items at duty-free prices. And if you can tear yourself 
‘away from the shops, there's golf, submarine rides, trekking, parasailing, and a 
host of other fun activities. Plus you'll earn mileage on OnePass, our frequent 
flyer program. Call Continental at (063-2) 8188701 (Makati City) or 

(083-32) 2557533 (Cebu City) to make a reservation 

or visit continental.com. 


home/no shelter, по family. But those who said 
they would follow him and his Father do no 
other work but the work of God alone. They 
obey God's will, bringing hope and true wor- 
ship of God to all, along with the good news 
that what we do to one another, our God takes 
as done in honor to God himself for our God is 
one of us—Jesus, the prophet, whose very word 
is flesh. 
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Villar sees doom 
for RP-Japan pact 


oe 
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SENATORS ARE UNLIKELY TO RATIFY A 
free trade agreement with Japan in the 
deals present form, Senate President 
Manuel Villar said yesterday. 

Officials have been unable to convince the 
legislators that the Japan-Philippines Economic 
Partnership Agreement (Jpepa) would be ben- 
eficial to the Philippines, said Villar. 

‘The agreement, signed in September 2006, 
‘would remove import tariffs on more than 90 
percentof goods traded between the two Asian 
countries and open the largely closed Japanese 
labor market to Filipino health workers. 

But the Senate must ratify the agreement for it 
to become effective, which legislators have yet to 
do amid claims that the deal favors Japan. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo has described 
the agreement as an economic priority. 

“Personally I'm not impressed with the 
so-called economic benefits,” Villar, seen as 
a likely candidate in the May 2010 presi- 
dential election, told reporters. 

Nevertheless, he said he had an open mind 
and could still be convinced of the deal's merits, 
although he favors renegotiation. 

Environmental groups have campaigned 
against the treaty allegedly because it would al- 
low Tokyo to dump hazardous waste in the 
Philippines disguised as exports. 

Villar said the activists “are better at pre- 
senting their case.” 

The free trade agreement is one of a raft 
of bilateral or regional deals being negoti- 
ated or signed by Asian countries amid a 
breakdown in the Doha round of the World 
‘Trade Organization trade talks. 

Apart from his reservations over the 
trade deal with Japan, Villar said he 
thought the Philippines was “doing well” 


economically. 

“We know we're on the verge of a take- 
off,” he 

He claimed that an Asian boom rather 
than Ms Arroyo's leadership was mostly re- 
sponsible for that. 

The Trade Union Congress of the Philip- 
pines said it expected Jpepa to eventually 
cause “significant job dislocation as a con- 
sequence of reduced, if not zero tariffs that 
will allow cheaper imports into the coun- 


TUCP spokesman Alex Aguilar called on 
the government to set aside an initial P2 bil- 
lion to provide a “safety net” for workers 
who may lose their jobs as a result of the 
free trade treaty. He said the P2 billion 
could cover emergency assistance as well as 
skills retooling programs to enable dis- 
placed workers to get new jobs. 

Meanwhile, the Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas claimed that the Jpepa would turn 
the Philippines into a giant landfill for 
Japanese wastes, citing a landfill being con- 
structed in Ternate, Cavite. 

Willy Marbella, KMP internal deputy sec- 
retary general, quoted Cavite Gov. Ayong 
Maliksi as earlier announcing that the land- 
fill would be for old appliances and elec- 
tronic products from Japan. 

The 84-hectare landfill, to be located in 
Barangay Sapang in Ternate, will be placed 
near a river that drains into Puerto Azul 
and farmlands, Marbella claimed. 

He said the landfill would pose a very se- 
rious danger to the lives and livelihood of 
people in “definitely” Ternate and the 
neighboring town of Maragondon. АР 
and Jerome Aning 


4 Navy commandos 
slain in Basilan clash 


By Nikko Dizon 

FOUR MEMBERS OF THE PHILIPPINE 
Navy' elite fighting force and 10 suspec- 
ted pirates were killed in an encounter yes- 
terday on an island off Basilan, the mili- 
tary reported. 

The fatalities on the government side 
were enlisted personnel from Unit 6 of the 
Naval Special Operations Group (Navsog), 
Lt. Col. Ariel Caculitan, Navy spokesper- 
son, told reporters. 

A lieutenant junior grade and an enlis- 
ted man were wounded and were in stable 
condition at Camp Gen. Navarro Hospital 
at the Western Mindanao Command 
(Westmincom) in Zamboanga City, Caculi- 
tan said. He did not identify the fatalities, 
however, pending notification of their next. 
of kin. 

The Navsog is the former Special Warfare 
and Action Group (Swag), the equivalent of 
the US Navy Seals. 


Lawless group 

Caculitan said the firefight took place on 
Lanjil Island, some 15 miles northeast of 
Basilan province, shortly after midnight 
yesterday. 

He said the leader of the “lawless armed 
group,” identified as Abduraja Sadikal, 
along with his brother Faisal, were among 
the fatalities on the pirates’ side. 

He said Sadikal's group was engaged in 
criminal activity and the military was “not 
discounting the possibility of its affiliation 
with the Abu Sayyaf terrorist group." 


A Westmincom statement said the mili 
tary operation was launched following re- 
ports Sadikal’s group had been harassing 
residents of the island. 

Naval Forces Western Mindanao (Com- 
bined) under Admiral Emilio Marayag dis- 
patched members of Navsog and the Spe- 
cial Operations Group of Marine Battalion 
Landing Team 7 to check on the reports 
when they encountered Sadikal's group. 

At least 20 armed men engaged the go- 
vernment troops. 


Mission accomplished 

Despite the casualties, the operation was 
successful, Caculitan said. 

"Our objective was met, accomplished. 
The bandits scampered away in different 


Westmincom said the Sadikal brothers 
were followers of Abu Sayyaf leader Anwar 
Abubakar who was killed during the kid- 
napping of Marilyn Chua in Alicia several 
years ago. 

"(They) confiscate the fishermen's catch, 
sell drugs and harbor some members of the 
Abu Sayyaf,” Marayag said. 

An Abu Sayyaf member, meanwhile, was 
killed while a soldier was wounded in a 30- 
minute gun battle in Barangay Tiis, Talipao, 
Sulu, yesterday. 

B Company of the 15th Infantry Battal- 
ion encountered at least 20 bandits while 
patrolling the area, Westmincom said. 

The bandits withdrew leaving behind ап 
М-16 rifle. With a report from Julie S. Ali- 
pala, Inquirer Mindanao; AP 
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‘Business as usual’ at Comelec with Borra as acting chair 


By Beverly T. Natividad elec and endorsed his remain- “The Comelec goes on,” Вота will take over the Na- Commissioners Florentino royo was scouting for a new 
ing workload to his fellow com- spokesperson James Jimenez tional Capital Region. Commis- Tuason and Romeo Brawner Comelec chair. 

IT’S “BUSINESS AS USUAL AT missioners. said. sioners Nicodemo Ferrer and echoed the sentiment of Borra, “Of course, you may be аз: 

the Commission on Elections Arriving with his wife, : Rene Sarmiento, on the other saying the Comelec would sured that the President ever 

following the unprecedented Corazon, at the Comelec of- Succession hand, will be assigned to the make sure that it was prepared since is on a continuing search 


resignation of Comelec chair fice in Manila yesterday, Aba- Jimenez said the Comelec, Autonomous Region in Muslim to continue its constitutionally for good people to occupy the 

Benjamin Abalos, who officially los attended his last en bane through Resolution No. 7808, Mindanao (ARMM) and Region mandated work with the com- vacant posts in the Comelec,” 

turned over his post to Commis- meeting with the commission- had provided for the rules of IX, respectively. ing October election. Ermita said. 

sioner Resurreccion Borra yes- ers to wind up work-related succession in the event of a va- Despite Abalos’ resignation, “She knows many people 

сах RAS. cancy The commission en banc, Bulwark of democracy there are still five commission- who she may think she can 
Borra will be acting chair Abalos said the Comelec was ВезаМ, issettodesignateBorra Borra told reporters that ers left so they can still muster name to occupy the two posts 

and will serve out the remain- not expected to face any more as thenew chair as provided for while the commissioners were the majority to function, that are now vacant. Perhaps, 


der of Abalos term. Abalos problems, particularly on the byResolution No. 7808. shocked by the decision of Aba- Brawnersaid. when the President comes back, 
was due to retire in February barangay and Sangguniang Ka- For the coming barangay and los to resign, they respected it. while it's not being discussed, 
2008. bataan (SK) elections on Oct. SK elections, Jimenez said, the “Commissioners will come Replacement it’s normal for her to be thinking 


Abalos bade the employees 29. He said the preparations other commissioners are ex- and go but the institution must Executive Secretary Eduardo about it during the next few 
goodbye after he submitted his had been made and would just ресей to take over Abalos re- remain because this is the bul- Ermita yesterday told reporters days," he added. With a report 


formal resignation to the Com- be implemented. gional assignments. wark of democracy," Borrasaid. that President Macapagal-Ar- from Norman Boradora 

No more Senate appearance for Abalos: See you in court 

From page А! stitutional body to which he lawyer, said he was set to file 
was appointed in 2002. He two P10-million libel suits 

on Thursday. said he did not wish to distract against Neri and De Venecia III 


“After 12 hours of the same the Comelec in its conduct of 
questions on the same subject, the Oct. 29 barangay elec- 
they will call me again? What tions. 
more? Para bastusin na na- Ніз resignation came a week 
man? Ano ba naman! (To after Neri told the senators that 
shame me again? What is Abalos offered him a P200-mil- 
this!)” said Abalos. lion bribe to endorse the NBN 

“Let us not waste our time. I project. 
think it is oo much already,” he Пойо Vice Gov. Rolex Supli- 
added, co then filed an impeachment 

Abalos “announced that his case against Abalos for culpa- 
lawyers were preparing a suit ble violation of the Constitu- 
against former Socioeconomic tion, betrayal of public trust 
Secretary Romulo Neri and busi- and graft and corruption. 
messman Jose “Joey” de Venecia With the resignation of Aba- 
Ш who had accused him of bro- los, who has denied any 
kering the National Broadband wrongdoing, the impeach- 
Network (NBN) project with Chi- ment case has become moot 
ma and offering bribes to carry and relegated to the congres- ready to face any charges—seri- 
out the $329-milion deal. sional archives. В 

"They are now preparing a PEERS н B н K Pi ny—that would be launched 
jumbo suit. We would like to Removing shield ofimmunity GOODBYE, BOSS: Employees of the Comelec, where its now resigned Chair Benjamin Abalos heldsway against him, even the plunder 
Prove the conspiracy ofall these Ву resigning, Abalos said he for the past six years, mob him after he attended his lasten banc meeting with the commissionersat the charge that Suplico said he 
people,” Abalos said. He de- was doing his accusers a favor main office in intramuros. пенал Would lodge. 
clined to elaborate but indicat- because he was removing the “I admire him (Suplico) for 
ed there maybe more peoplehe “shield of immunity” accorded “I prefer to face these politics. 1 want to dispel all of “Now, nobody can say that I the extent of his imagination 


this week. Another perjury case 
against Neri is also in the offing 
for his testimonies in the Senate 
inquiry last week. 

Villareal said Abalos would 
use the regular courts as his 
main forum to continue his 
“crusade” toward clearing his 
name and reputation. 

Supplementary to the civil 
damage suits against Neri and 
De Venecia, he said, Abalos will 
also have a chance to clear his 
name on bribery cases that they 
heard will also be launched 
against the Comelec chair in the 
office of the Ombudsman. 

Villareal said Abalos was 


planned to sue. his office as a constitutional charges before the proper fo- those rumors (that) I have be- have an office that I am taking but I would be quite interested 
Abalos, 72, resigned as bodyandallowinghimselftobe rum. Impeachment is neither friended so many congress- advantage of," he said. to know how he can produce a 
Comelec chair on Monday, sued in court. an administrative nor criminal men, that | have been protect- MEUM plunder suit against Abalos 
four months before his sched- “I know I will be facing proceeding. Itisa politicalone. ed by Malacafiang,” Abalos P10-million libel suits with what he has at the mo- 
uled retirement from the con- charges by doing that,” Ве за. 1 want to divorce myself from said. Gabriel Villareal, Abalos’ ment,” Villareal said. 
Mike A: I never said ‘Back off’ 
From page Al and say ‘back off, back off? You Holdings Inc., had contested the Pacific flight at the Мам almost "Thats why it was a chance during the meeting and did not 
do not say that.” NBN project, which was later 12 hours after Ms Arroyo flew meeting, only at Wack Wack.” say when it happened. 
(NBN) project and recounted 2 awarded to telecommunications outtoChinaonthefistlegofa During the encounter—the Abalos had also admitted 
how Arroyo supposedly tried to Hearrives, she leaves giant ZTE Corp. of China. two-nation Asian swing. first time they met, based on Ar- meeting De Venecia at Wack 
browbeat him into backing out Атоуо за В ресе пропаг- = k Speaking briefly about his royo's brief account—Ms Ar- Wack but told last week's Sen- 
bf the project. riving from Hong Kong at 4:48 Bribery claims trip, Arroyo said: “Itwasa vaca- royo's husband said he cau- ate hearing that it was a chance 
De Venecia said that at a p.m., 15 days after leaving the The controversy burgeoned tion, thank you very much .. tioned the Speakers son about encounter. 
meeting at the Wack Wack Golf country on his second foreign into a full-blown scandal follow- I'm well-rested now.” getting his hands on the project. Asked ifhe would file charges 
ёла Country Club in Mandaluy- trip since his critical heart oper- ing De Venecis's claim that re- К still wasn't clear though "What I did was I reminded against De Venecia—as Abalos 
bng, Ms Arroyo's husband ation in April. He accompanied signed Commission on Elections whether Arroyo spent all of his him, I reminded that he might had threatened—Arroyo 
pointed a finger inches from his the President to the Арес sum- Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr had two weeks in Hong Kong or be liable underthe antigraftlaw replied: “I don't know. That's up 
face and told him: “Back off.” mit last month. offered him $10 million for AHI whether he took a forward flight because he's the son of the tomy lawyers.” 


A ! “How can I point a finger and Arroyo quietly left the coun- to stay away from the project, from there to an undisclosed Speaker He cannot deal with — Flanked by guards from the 
say ‘back off to someone I don't try on Sept. 17 on the eve of the and an allegation by former So- destination. Unconfirmed re- government contracts,” said Ar- Presidential Security Group 
‘even know?,” Arroyo said in a younger De Venecia’s explosive cioEconomic Planning Secretary ports said he flew to Europe. Toyo, a lawyer. and airport officials, Arroyo 
ininute-long talk with the media. Senate testimony naming Ar- Romulo Neri that Abalos had al- à immediately left the old termi- 
1 “Put yourself in my position. royo as the “mystery man” who so offered him what he under- Only a reminder Chance encounter nal via the exclusive Digni- 

an you tell someone off right tried to intimidate him. stood to be a P200-million bribe. Arroyo admitted meeting De He did not elaborate on what taries Lounge, where the me- 
Awaynafirsttime’nyomagmeet Пе Venecia's firm, Amsterdam He arrived on boarda Cathay Venecia at Wack Wack but said: else, if anything, transpired dia were barred. 


Spy vs spy: Nica revamp triggers demoralization 


From page Al serving personnel, sources said. Garcia Jr. issued Agency Order rectly to the Office of the Presi- not give that position to those sive to the challenges of the new 
This has prompted employees No. 176 announcing the ap- dent. who already have masters de- millennium" in light of unspeci- 

fariat to the Anti-Terrorism to view the vacancy fill-ups as ointment, effective the next eu grees?'anothersourcesaid. fied "contemporary develop- 

Council under the newly enact- an exercise in favoritism. day, of 47 personnel to ће posi- 100 new plantilla items A ranking Nica officer who ments.” 

édHuman Security Actof 2007. “Мозг of those promoted tions of director, chief adminis- То implement the reorgani- was bypassed sent a five-page 


‘The low morale is reflected in were given their positions be- trative officer, internal auditor, zation, Garcia created the Spe- letter to Garcia questioning the Aftermath of 9/11 

so-called "white paper" e- cause they were relatives of administrative officer and intel- cial Committee on Career De- selection process done by the Міса sources said this re- 
mails, office chit-chat and those [in the appointment com- ligence specialist. velopment and Personnel Man- special committee. The letter ferred to upgrades in the 
protest letters sent via express mittee], while others are Also on Aug. 30, Garcia is- agementearlythisyear OnMay said members of the panel world’s intelligence community 
mail and passed on from one friends. And there's no trans- sued Agency Order No. 177, ef- 16, the chair of the special com- "should have been more cir- following the Sept. 11, 2001, 


person to the next. parency in the process, said a fective the following day, nam- mittee issued а set of criteria to cumspect by not participating terror attacks on the United 
| The hushed campaign has long-time Nica employee. ing 22 personnel to the posi- be used in evaluating and rec- and voting” іп. favor of a States. 

ipilled out of the headquarters — "Thats why our joke here is, tions of director, chief adminis- ommending “deserving person- “kumpadre and bosom friend.” INQUIRER sources said the ap- 
bf the country’s version of the we should make new babies trative officer and national in- nel for placement” to the 100 — Thespecialcommitee'scrite- pointment process had damp- 
US Central Intelligence Agency and get members [of the com- telligence specialist on “tempo- new plantilla items. ria also included performance ened morale among Nica em- 
(CIA) to regional offices, IN- mittee] as ninongs and ninangs rary status.” A “disposition form" issued based on the semi-annual per- ployees in the Manila head- 
Qumen informants said. so we'd have better chances at In his two memos, Garcia cit- by the special committee also formance appraisal, job knowl- quarters and in the regional of- 
Т Restiveness is said to be getting promoted,” the insider ed two Malacafang directives, set specific criteria, which in- edge and years of service, expe- fices. 

spreading even beyond the added. namely Executive Order No. 69 cluded a masteral degree for rience in intelligence, special “If you are not that known 


highly secretive agency as dis- Nica sources, who spoke to dated Jan. 27, 2002, and Ad- those aspiring for positions training, emotional quotient among members of the commit- 
gruntled employees quietly the Inguimer on condition that ministrative Order No. 68 dated ranging from intelligence spe- and ability for social interac- tee and your supervisor, you 
Brotest a reorganization that they willnotbenamed, claimed April 8, 2003, as basisfor there- cialist to director, the document tion. will not be recommended. Even 
purportedly awarded prime po- the appointments and promo- organization at the Nica, which said. The panel also noted that if you are capable, that’s what 
sitions to colleagues short on el- tions lacked transparency and The Inquirer sources, howev- “personnel who garner highest happens, you never get the 


igibility. favored relatives and friends of pervision of the National Secu- er, said at leasttwo of those ap- points [in educational attain- chancetomove up," said an em- 
"Interviews with Nica insiders the agency's top brass. The rity Council. pointed to the position of chief ment] but with deficiencies will ployee in a Nica office north of 
and documents obtained by the sources are employees of Nica, ЕО 69 provides for “the reor- administrative officer and one be given one year to complete Manila. 

Inquirer showed that a special which bars them from talking to ganization of the Nica ... to in- for the position of intelligence фе requirement. In фе mean- “Almost all of my colleagues 
committee created to revamp the media. stitute structural reforms toen- specialist did not have masteral time, their appointment will be bear this same sentiment. It's 
Nica's plantilla had appointed “Тһе appointments are ques- able it to enhance its intelli- degrees. temporary until the deficiency like they no longer want to 
employees, including those tionable because they appoint- gence assessment and opera- А number of those named for is completed.” ‘work because of what is hape 


‘whose qualifications were short ed personnel without masteral tional competence, strengthen the same positions “on tempo- Тһе special committee also pening,” added the source, 
Г the criteria, to 100 new posi- degrees when the position its capability for intelligence rary status” were still working warned that appointees defi- speaking in Filipino. 
ions under the reorganization clearly required a masteral de- collection and allow the Agency оп their master’s degrees, one cient in theeducational require- Ап employee detailed at the 


scheme. gree,” said one source, to take the lead in intelligent source said. ment will be returned to their headquarters said: “Ош 
Р " ra к management." в former ranks, appointments morale is really low. My col- 
Exercise in favoritism’ 2 Palace directives АО 68 also allows the Nica to Special committee and salaries. leagues lack enthusiasm in 


1 Entailing salary upgrades, ^ Documents furnished the IN- “strengthen its roleand authori- “Giving the employee a tem- President — Macapagal-Ar- working but they are just 
the appointments sidetracked ouma showed that on Aug. 30, ty” as the lead intelligence col. porary appointment is a way of royo's EO 69 cited the need for forced to work because they 
other more qualified and longer Nica Director General Cesar lection agency that reports di- reserving that position, Why Nica “to be sufficiently respon- have nowhere to go.” 
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Meralco cuts 


By Abigail L. Но 


RESIDENTS IN THE FRAN 
chise areas of the Manila Elec- 
tric Co. will enjoy a 65-centavo 
per kilowatt-hour (kWh) re- 
duction in their electricity bills. 
this month due to the partial 
implementation of the man- 
dated — 30-centavos-per-kWh 
Power Act Reduction (PAR) 
and the decline in generation 
cost. 

Meralco president and chief 
operating officer Jesus Francis- 
co said the National Power 
Corp. yesterday sent Meralco a 
credit memo worth P425.3 
lion, representing cumulative 
PAR from Dec. 26, 2006, to July 
25. 

Section 72 of RA 9136, or the 
Electric Power Industry Reform 
Act of 2001 (Epira), provides 
that residential end-users shall 
get a rate reduction of 30 cen- 
tavos per kWh for power 
sourced from Napocor by power 
distributors, 

This particular rate reduction 
should be reflected as a зера- 
rate line item on residential 
consumers’ monthly electricity 
bills. 

Lineitem 

For 10 months now, however, 
this line item has not been pre- 
sent in Meralco’s billing state- 
ments. 

The rate reduction in the Oc- 
tober billings will reach as 
much as 65 centavos per kWh as 
this includes the 54-centavos- 
perkWh PAR-related reduc- 
tion, the  four-centavos-per- 
kWh generation cost-related 
cut, and the corresponding 12- 
percent value-added tax reduc- 
tion. 

This means that residential 
customers consuming 100 
kWh a month will see their 
bills go down by P65, while 
those using 200 kWh will pay 
P130 less. 

Following Meralco's receipt 
of the credit memo, however, 
Francisco said it could now 
pass on a reduction of 54 cen- 
tavos per kWh, with more PAR- 


related cuts to follow in the fu- 
ture. 

The P425.3 million covered 
only seven months’ worth of 
PAR, he said, so there should 
still be another three months’ 
worth of discounts that 
Napocor could pass on to Mer- 
alco which in turn could pass 
on to its residential cus- 
tomers. 

This could amount to around 
10 centavos per kWh for each of 
the three remaining months, he 
said. 

He said the PAR should be 
reflected on bills every 
month. 

“We hope they will now give 
us the mandated rate reduction 
faithfully, especially now that 
we have started with this accu- 
mulated (amount). We hope 
this will push through,” he 
said. 


More cuts 

Apart from the PAR-related 
cut, he said Meralco's residen- 
tial customers would also enjoy 
another four-centavos-per-kWh 
reduction as a result of im- 
proved dispatch of the distribu- 
tion utility's independent power 
producers and the stronger pe- 
зо. 

Average rate from the IPPs 
went down to P4.01 per kWh 
in September from P4.27 per 
kWh in August, and the cost 
of power sourced from 
Napocor was also 21.4 cen- 
tavos lower at P4.90 per 
kWh. 

Although cost of power 
sourced from the wholesale 
electricity spot market was 
higher by P1.64 per kWh last 
month, its effect was not that 
big since Meralco sourced only 
12 percent of its supply require- 
ments from the electricity 
bourse. 

The bulk of its supply, or 52 
percent, came from IPPs First 
Gas Power Corp.'s 1,000-MW 
Sta. Rita and 500-MW San 
Lorenzo and Quezon Power 
Philippines Ltd. The 36-per- 
cent balance came from Napoc- 
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rates by 65¢/kwh 


Nora Aunor is off the hook 


105 ANGELES—DRUG CHARGES. 
against Filipino superstar Nora 
Aunor (aka Nora Vilamayor) were 
dismissed here on Monday and the 
ase against her has been dosed, ac- 
cording to lawyers Claire Espina and 
Sherwin Edelberg of the law offices 
of Edeberg and Espina. 

“The court found that Aunor 
has successfully complied with 
all terms and conditions under 
the law and has performed sat- 
isfactorily during the Drug Di- 
version Program. Thus, the ar- 
rest of Aunor shall be deemed 
to have never occurred and 
she shall be considered not to 
have been arrested in the first. 
place, leaving her with по 
criminal record of the incident 

yeersuoa ess all pursuant to Section 1000.4 


AUNOR 


the Philippines) in a 


of the California Penal Code,” 
said the press statement of 
Edelberg and Espina. 

Aunor, 54, was arrested in 
2005 after security screeners at 
Los Angeles International Air- 
port said they found eight grams 
of methamphetamine (shabu in 


tainer in her carry-on bag. 

She pleaded guilty to drug 
possession, but escaped jail af- 
ter agreeing to enter a drug re- 
habilitation program. Crimi- 
nal proceedings were suspend- 
ed when she was accepted into 
Drug Court on Dec. 22, 2005. 
The court emphasizes treat- 
ment over incarceration. 

But Aunor left the drug re- 
hab program in April 2006, af- 


ter failing to reach an agree- 
ment with another judge over 
her request to be allowed to 
travel outside of Los Angeles. 

Her attomeys, Edelberg and 
Espina, decided to enroll Aunor 
in an 18-month drug diversion 
program, which allowed her to 
meet her filming and concert 
schedules for 2006. 

Tn an earlier story published. 
in the Ingumer, Aunors lawyers 
explained the difference be- 
tween Drug Court and the di- 
version program: "Drug Court 
requires no plea to be made 
while undergoing the program, 
while diversion does, plus, Drug 
Cour requires random drug 
testing and diversion does not." 

Janet Susan R. Nepales 
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‘Ineng’ hovers over RP Sea 
Fishers tell of shark attack 


TROPICAL DEPRESSION “INENG” IN- 
tensified into a storm even as it re- 
mained nearly stationary over the Philip- 
pine Sea east of northern Luzon early 
yesterday. 

Ineng spawned monsoon rains over the 
western sections of the country, including 
Metro Manila, for two days in a row Tues- 
day, according to the Philippine Atmo- 
spheric Geophysical and Astronomical Ser- 
vices Administration (Pag-asa). 

It was forecast to bring light to moderate 
rain to Baguio and Angeles cities in north- 
ern Luzon, Metro Manila and Tagaytay in 
southern Luzon, and Tacloban, Cebu and 
Bacolod cities in the Visayas until this 
morning. 

“While the storm is there, we will contin- 
пе to experience monsoon rain,” said 
weather forecaster Peter Kindipan Jr. 

While it was not forecast to hit land, Pa- 
gasa said Ineng would enhance the south- 
west monsoon and bring rain over the west- 
em sections of the country. 

‘The surge of the southwest monsoon in- 
duced by ineng would affect the seaboards 
of Luzon and Western Visayas, the weather 
bureau said. TJ Burgonio 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA—FOUR 
rescued crew members of a cargo ship 
which sank off the coast of Cagayancillo, 
Palawan, on Saturday watched helplessly 
as their coworkers were eaten alive by 
sharks even as they screamed for help, a po- 
lice official said yesterday. 

Senior Supt. Dennis Peña, Palawan police 
director, said the four are still in shock after 
seeing their colleagues being “mangled by 
sharks" and are now confined at the Cuyo 
District Hospital. 

“They said they could hear the crew 
members crying out. They saw them being 
eaten by sharks, but they could not do any- 
thing,” Pefia said over the phone. 

Based on this account of the survivors, Pefia 
said the 14 missing crew members of the Mia 
could already be dead while stressing that 
search and rescue operations would continue. 

The Mia sank in the Sulu Sea east of Ca- 
gayancillo, Palawan, on Saturday amid 
rough waves stirred up passing tropical 
storm Hanna, said Coast Guard spokesper- 
son Lt. Armand Balilo. 


Word reached the Coast Guard after 4 
fishing boat rescued four other crewmen on 
Monday. 

Rescue vessels have already been dis. 
patched to the scene in hopes that some 
survivors mightstill be there, Balilo said. 

But the weather has remained stormy, 
hampering search efforts, he said. 

The 426-ton Mia, registered to the JPS 
Shipping Lines, was carrying cement from 
Cebu to Brooke's Point in Palawan when it 
ran into strong winds and big waves 
churned by the tropical depression. 

Four of the ships crew identified as chief 
mate Roulette Sapaluda, Rey Cabuhay Marlon. 
Tiguman and Richard Abregana were rescued 
by passing fishing boat Allister. 

Peña said the investigation is now fo- 
cused on the possibility that the sunken car- 
go ship was overloaded. He said the ship 
left San Fernando, Cebu, on Sept. 26 load- 
ed with 800 metric tons of cement. Theship 
was expected to arrive in Brooke's Point 
twodays later. Marlon Ramos, Inquirer 
Southern Luzon, and Margaux C. Ortiz 
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For bookings, inq: 


ies and promos, please call: 
PAL Reservations Manila: (02) 855-7777 / 855-8888 
Cebu: (032) 340-0191 / 340-3107 / 340-7615 

(082) 222-0366 / 226-4604 / 221-5513 
Visit the nearest PAL Ticket Office or travel agent. 
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Widest Network * Largest Fleet • Most Passengers Flown * Highest Total Sales Revenue + IATA Operational Safety Audit Certified 
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Solon says cheap meds bill 
still favors multinationals 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE GOOD NEWS IS THE HOUSE OF 
Representatives may finally pass the long- 
awaited cheaper medicines bill before it goes 
on a three-week break beginning Oct. 12. 

The bad news, in the words of one of the 
bill's authors, is the measure could end up still 
benefiting the giant multinational pharma- 
ceutical companies instead of sick Filipinos 
who desperately need a break from high 
medicine prices. 

Tilo Rep. Ferjenel Biron described the bill 
prepared by the House committee on trade's 
technical working group as a "compromise." 

The bill а consolidation of 24 measures, 
including Biror's House Bill No. 1, all aimed 
at drastically lowering drug prices in the 
country. 

“It's a version the multinationals will be 
able to tolerate,” Biron told the Inqumex in an 
interview, citing the provision that allows the 
parallel importation of patented drugs. 

“They/ll not be hurt at the end of the day 
because its still their products that will be 


consumed by the Filipino consumer,” he said. 


The bill would allow the importation of 
patented drugs—which are sold abroad by 
the same companies operating in the Philip- 
pines—but at much lower prices. 
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to prevent heart diseases & stroke." 


Avenilo P. Aventura, 


=== to prevent hypertension, 
high cholesterol and triglyceride 


"I perform heart bypass surgery & | take 


“(The multinationals) revenue will just be 
transferred from éne pocket to another,” he 
said. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia announced yester- 
day the cheaper medicines bill, which failed 
to pass during the last Congress, would be 
passed next week, along with the proposed 
21.2274 Шоп national budget for 2008. 

Biron had insisted on including a provision 
in the bill regulating drug prices. Critics of the 
provision said this went against free market 
principles. 

The closest the committee got to approving 
sucha provision was the creation of an “inter- 
im drug prices regulation board.” 

The board has one year to formulate an 
"operational plan" to regulate drug prices. It 
would require congressional approval for the 
plan. 

But, “its a lousy provision,” Biron said. 

The Senate, meanwhile, passed on second 
reading yesterday its version of the cheaper 
medicines bil. 

‘The measure entitled, “An Act to Provide 
for Quality Affordable Medicines," was a con- 
solidation of the bills fled by Senate Presi- 
dent Manny Villar and Senators Manuel Rox- 
as, Antonio Trillanes IV Pia Cayetano, Juan 
Miguel Zubiri, Loren Legarda, Lito Lapid and 
Juan Ponce Enrile. With Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


Eid’! Fitr 
declared 
a holiday 


PRESIDENT MACA- 
pagal-Arroyo has 
declared Oct. 12 a 
regular nonworking 
holiday to celebrate 
Eid'l Fitr: 

Eid] Fitr marks 
the end of Ra- 
madan, the 40-day 
Muslim feast of 


а 


An ideal solution 


prayer and fasting. 
"Proclamation 
No. 1397 declares 
Friday Oct. 12, 
2007, a regular holi- 
day throughout the 
country in obser- 


FAC FPCS. FALL 

The pioneer coronary artery surgeon m the Philppinas - 
President, Association of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgeon of Asia 
Head, Open Heart Surgery Team, Heart Foundation of the Philippines 
Consultant, Phippine Heart Center 
Council Member, Asean Federation of Cardiology 
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vance of Eid'l Fitr" 
said Press Secretry 
Ignacio Bunye in a 
statement. 

"It is issued only 
now because the 
Muslim holiday is 
subject to the sight- 
ing of the new 
moon," he said. Nor- 
man Bordadora 
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[ CANNING COLLEGE 
05 TUART COLLEGE 


Establsted in 1982 Perth, Western Australia 


Pathways to University 


Consider the advantages of adult learning 
H at Canning College and Tuart College: 
* Study in small university style classes 
with Australians and student from 
many other countries 
* Successful WA Universities’ Foundation 
Program students have a guaranteed 
place at a WA University 
* TEE Program end Foundation Program 
results ere accepted throughout Australia 
and in other countries. 
* January, April and June entry dates 


* To enter you must have completed 
Year 1 College/Universty with a minimum 
#4 passes; must include Engish 


Emali iso änningcollege-Wa,eduay 
Web: www.canningcollege.com 


FREE 


Counselling and Advice 
Thursday October 10 from 1-4pm 


Please bring your school results and 
meet Mr Ray Williamson of Canning 

College and Tuart College at: 

IDP Education Pty Ltd 

2/F Pioneer House Makati 

108 Paseo de Roxas сог. Legaspi St 
Legaspi Vilage, Makati City. 

To register please contact: 

816 0755 ext 102, 104, 109 & 110. 

email: info. manila@idp.com 


TUART COLLEGE 
CRICOS Provider Code 00465M 
Email: iso@tuartcollege.wa.edu.au 
Мер: www.tuartcollege.wa.edu.au 
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Scorpions, spiders on a estin from HK 


IFCINEMA SCARED VIEWERS WITH "SNAKES. 
опа Plane,” real life has scorpions and spiders. 

Kept in nets and transparent plastic boxes, 
some 300 scorpions and spiders believed to be 
tarantulas were found inside a package at the 
Central Mail Exchange Center (СМЕХ) of the 
Bureau of Customs district office at the airport. 
on Monday afternoon. 

Sent via postage through a Cathay Pacific 
flight from Hong Kong, the poisonous insects 
were found during a routine pre-release check 
at the СМЕХ on Monday, when a broker 
claimed the package. 

Nelson Ebio, acting port collector at the 
СМЕХ, said the package was "misdeclared" to 
be containing just pieces of clothing. 

"It was misdeclared because what was writ- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


The insects were found in separate plastic 
containers with bored holes to allow brea- 
thing, while some were placed in bottles. They 
were then placed in a styrofoam box and then 
stored in the carton box, concealed under few 
pieces of worn-out clothing, Ebeo said. 

‘The engineer noted that it was the first time 
for CMEX examiners to encounter mailed poi- 
sonous insects. He wouldn't hazard a guess 
why the scorpions and spiders were flown to 
Manila. Тшта Quismundo 


AGAR TRUCK LOAN) 


ten on the dispatch was “personal clothing.” 
That's why the examiner was surprised when 
it was opened,” Ebio said. 


YRZMODEL: 1922-2007 ПТ 
IS 


1 respect the 
With brother Filipinos we will 
restore Moral Values amid 
National Discipline. 
-FDNR- 


Pis reproduce diuo. ick on your ches, cars, homes, ee 


2257 AND i ie Conto nos, 09108749032 / 09285583004 v рсар\ org 


HONGKONG bg fg 
unl e790. МЕТА 3051 enerics 


AUSTRALIA Еі 
Tomy 09:10:07 
Amoxicilin Сар 500 mg -100's 


BANGKOK 322% 195 SHANGHAI iex. |3951 

NEPAL ДГ" 790] SIEMREA с; Carbootstaine Cop 309 mg 100% 
EE] д JAPAN {2ш a $4,500 FF aeania os 

BORACAY perm] PaLAwAN PET m EIL 


Multi Vitamin Cop 100% 
В 30 P6499 Days раб 


Says РАЗ р 
SUMMER VACATION TREAT 
uit day family ап eerie | 


S нига WEEK TUN TREAT serere NIU TEE 


КЕС 


eg 


mm 


18000 
84.00 
82.00 
4400 
55.00 

10200 d 
1420 

22000 
22.00 
23.00 


‘Multivitamin Syrup 60 ml. 
[Nifedipine cap 10 mg - 80's 
Paracetamol Tab 500 mg -100's 
Salbutamol Tab 2 mg -100'e 


“The scorpions almost bit the examiner,” 
hesaid. бейш Т 
Нева) | 

USS 165 


"D kongkong 


pe 
E 220 


-a Hongkong s 
Free Easy | Олли 
US$200 | US$185 
Зона | 4D HongKong | 
Ormani in Disney | 
USS 240 
AD BANGKOK 
Package Package 
US$170 | US$180 
ГїйзюбарояЕ " 405НАНбНАГ ' 
Package 1 Package Package 
USS244 . US$272 US$ 330 
'SUNBRIGHT TOURS & TRAVEL 
Боот 00: Manta Pin Hat, Ae rit, ait 1000 
MESS TSR / 9730 5 / MOG 
ЗГЕ / И / AIR НЕ S 
sottili t /inieBunatethcon 
Permit № 206-2753 


Deren Disney 
US$ 280 
ЗО SINGAPORE 
Package 
US$ 220 
Tap pening! 


30 BANGKOK 


NONIN BEOS O] 
[е 


[e zm 


і 3 
Wall-Mounted 


1hp-P16,500 
loor Mounted 
Ceiling Mounted 3hp-P39,500 
Ceiling Cassette 3hp-P50,000 
Me e EGRE LAIT 


ui iun H 


ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT 
for CARWASH BUSINESS 


1500 5/2 S HP 
h Complete Arconones 

Migh Pressure Washer! 
For Personel Use 


Golden Jet 
1900 S Po. 29005, 2 KW. Pro РЕА 
Guaranteed The Lowest Price In The Market [or 
INDUSTRIAL HIGH PRESSURE WASHER UP TO 7000 PSI AVAILABLE 
Mayor Credit Cards Accepted. Doforrod Payments Up To 24 Mos 
MAIN: 1851 М OROSAST MALATE. MLA 
Tel. Nos.: 5245290 • 5244328 5240529 
Sun Cellular: 0922-8825326 + 0917-7896670] 
CETLIT 546 QUEZON AvE Tel. 7490581 - 7493709 8 


GHTNOTICE 


KAPLAN? Test Prep & Admissions (KTPA) is the owner of the copyright over the Kaplan Test Prep Course 
materials and is duly protected by international Law and Republic Act No, 8293, otherwise known as the 
Intellectual Property Code. 


International Cultural Studies & Education Corp. (ICSEC) is the owner over the ICSEC Test Prep and Review 
Course materials and is duly protected by International Law and Republic Act No. 8293, otherwise known 
as the Intellectual Property Code. ICSEC is the only Kaplan Certified Education Provider that Is authorized 
to distribute or sell Kaplan? Test Prep Course Materials. 


Any unauthorized duplication or distribution, or alding or abetting such unauthorized duplication or 
distribution of Kaplan? Test Prep Course materials and ICSEC Test Prep and Review materiais Б а violation 
of the Intellectual Property Code, punishable with imprisonment of up to three (3) years and a fine of up. 
to One Hundred Fifty Thousand Pesos (P150,000.00, in addition to the payment of damages. 


Recently, old and outdated compilations of Kaplan Test Prep Course materials and ICSEC Test Prep and 
Review materials have appeared in the market. These are illegally duplicated, distributed or sold by 
certain unscrupulous persons without ICSEC/KAPLAN Test Prep & Admissions’ permission or consent. 
These persons are hereby warned: Cease and desist from your illegal acts, or you shall be prosecuted to 
the fullest extent of the law. ICSEC shall reward informants providing information that may lead to the 
arrest and successful prosecution of all who may be involved in the illegal duplication and distribution of 
Kaplan Test Prep Course materials and ICSEC Test Prep and Review Materials. 


“The publicis advised to refrain from purchasing these ilegal and outdated versions of Kaplan Test Prep Course 
materials and ICSEC Test Prep and Review materials. They are available only upon enrolment in any I SEC and 
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Number of Chicago GSB ideas it took to launch 
a revolution in Corporate finance. 


As you weigh the merits of Executive MBA programs, use the right benchmarks. Chicagó GSB 
generated the Modigliani-Miller propositions, modern portfolio theory, and'efficient-markel 
theory. Iri other words, the thinking behind corporate finance today is "pure Chicago." Find 
out more in an upcoming information session: 
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Triumph in your moment of truth. 


HISTORIC WALK: South Korean President 


Roh Moo-hyun and his wife get down from 
their vehicle and walk toward the border 


between the two Koreas on Tuesday to start 


a summit aimed at ending 50 years of 
animosity between them. 


РАМ 


ОЛ 


Power Sector 


палыз 


PHILIPPINE 


ROK leader, wife wear North Korean watch 


SEOUL—REPUBLIC OF KOREA PRESIDENT 
Roh Moo-hyun and his wife sported watches 
made in North Korea for their trip to Py- 
ongyang in a gesture of reconciliation for 
the second-ever summit of the divided Kore- 
as. 

The time pieces—produced atan indus- 
trial complex in North Korea’s border city 
of Kaesong—are seen as a symbol of Roh's 
intention to expand inter-Korean eco- 
nomic cooperation and eventually build 
an economic community between the ri- 
val states, 

"It is a symbol of inter-Korean economic 
cooperation and appears to demonstrate 
the will for common prosperity” of the two 
Koreas, Kim Jong-sup, deputy presidential 
spokesperson, told reporters 

Roh, who joined First Lady Kwon Yang- 
suk in wearing one of the watches, also 
brought nine more of them as gifts for 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-il and other 
officials, said Kim. 

The sprawling Kaesong complex, joint- 
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s, and Accessories ofthe Manila Thermal Power Plant 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES 
OFFICE OF THE PHILIPPINE NAVY BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Bonifacio Naval Station, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


Supply and Delivery of Various Supplies & Materials for PMC 


The Armed Forces of the Philippines, through the Mobility Special Projects CY 2007, intends 
to apply the sum as stated below being the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) to 
payments under the contract [or the following Philippine Navy Project. Bids received in excess 
of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid Opening. 


DateTime | 
Deadline for 
Submission! 

Opening of Bids 


Price of Bid | 
Documents | 
(non-refundable) | 

| 


Approved Budget 


NomenclaturelActivity| Approved Budge 


Pre-Bid 
Conference 


Tota = 
Supply, Delivery and 

Installation of Five (5) 

each Electronic Control 
Unit (ECU) for V-300 


October 4, 
2007 
9:00 AM 


October 46, 


Php 2,880,000.00 2007 9:00 АМ | Pho 3,000.00 


The Armed Forces of the Philippines now invites Eligible Bidders for the Supply and Delivery 
of Various Supplies and Materials for РМС. Delivery of the goods being procured and 
esciptonol an eile Bilder s contained in Secon I and Secton I of he Bading Documents 
[ 


Inlerested Bidders may oblain further information from PN BAC and inspect the Bidding 
Documents а! the address given below from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday to Friday. 


А complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders from the 


‘address below and upon payment of а nonrefundable fee in the amount of Mentioned in Para Й 


1. The method of payment will be in the form of cash. The Bidding Documents shall be 
received personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representative. 


The Armed Forces of the Philippines wil hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all interested 
parties al Office of the PN Bids and Awards Committee, Bonifacio Naval Station, Fort 
Bonifacio, Taguig City. 


Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered lo the address below on or before October 
16, 2007, 9:00 A.M. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid security in the form of Surely Bond 
ог Manager's Check. Late Bids shall not be accepted. 


Bid opening shell be on October 16, 2007, 9:00 AM at Office of the PN Bids and Awards 
Committee, Bonifacio Naval Station, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. Bids will be opened in 
the presence of the Bidders’ representatives who choose io allend at the address below. 


The Armed Forces of the Philippines reserves the right lo accept or reject any Bid, lo annul the 


bidding process, and to reject all Bids а! any time prior to contract award, without thereby | 


incurring any lability to the affected Bidder or Bidders. 


Office of the PN Bids and Awards Committee 

BNS, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City 

Contact Person: CDR GLICERIO P VILLANUEVA РМ 

Cel Nr: 0917-8599-434 / 0918-2016-522 

Tel Nr: 616-8218, 815-3420, 843-4416 & 815-8093 local 6341 


(508) ADRIANO V MUNAR JR 
CAPT PN (GSC) 


(PD э. эмт Chairman, PNBAC 


ly run by the rival Koreas, combines 
South Korean technology and man- 
agement expertise with cheap North 
Korean labor. Currently, 27.South Ko- 
rean companies operate factories 
there, employing about 18,000 North 
Korean workers, making watches, 
sneakers, clothing and other cheap 
consumer goods. 

The price tag of the watch is 198,000 
won ($217), more than three times the 
average monthly wage of the North Ko- 
tean workers at Kaesong. 

It was unclear how Kim, known for 
luxurious tastes in food and drink, 
would react to the relatively inexpen- 
sive gifts. Kim has presented top mili- 
tary officials in his country with ex- 
pensive Swiss-made Rolex watches to 
seal loyalty to his regime, according to 
North Korean defectors in South Ko- 
теа. 


Mercedes Benz S600 

Roh rode in Mercedes Benz 5600 
Guard armored vehicle as he traveled to 
the North for the summit. 

South Korea also has a bulletproof 
BMW 760Li sedan and Hyundai шхи- 
ту sedan for the President's official 
use, according to South Korean me- 
dia. 

Roh’s office did not say why it 
chose the S600 Guard, which fea- 
tures a high level of protection 
against firearms, grenade shrapnel 
and other explosive devices as well 
as tires that can still work even if. 
punctured. 


South Korea already has set up a 

to commemorate 
where its president crossed the frontier 
on foot то head to a summit with the 


stone monument 
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Kim Jong-il (right) and his No. 2 man Kim Yong-nam Пап 
Korean President Roh Moo-hyun at welcoming rites in Pyongyang, the North] 
capital. 


North Korean leader. 

Roh briefly walked across the Mili- 
tary Demarcation Line, inside the 4- 
km-wide Demilitarized Zone sepa- 
rating the two Koreas, on Tuesday 
before getting back in his car to head 
toward Pyongyang for the meeting 
with Kim. 

The inscription on the monu- 
ment—which was handwritten by Roh 
and carved into the stone—marks the 
first-ever crossing of the frontier on foot. 
by a South Korean president, according 
to Rob's office. 

The inscription reads: "The road to 
peace and prosperity." 


center in a Seoul hotel whd 
dreds of South Korean and 
journalists were covering 1 
mit. 

Norbert Vollertsen, a physi 
former aid worker who 
months in North Korea, called « 
discuss human rights during hr 
with Kim. 

The North has long been ac 
human rights groups of abusin 
zens. Between 150,000 and 
people are believed to be held 
camps for political reasons. 
North denies this. 

It remains unclear whether 


Human rights protest 


A German activist calling attention 
to human rights issues in North Korea 
was forcefully ejected from a press 


raise the human rights issue vai 
Vollertsen made a simil 
protest in Seoul in 2005 durin} 
conference by US Secretary 
Condoleezza Rice. 


Heads of 2 Koreas meet for histori 


From pageAl 


waved red and pink paper flowers. 

Earlier, during the 200-km jour- 
ney by road from Seoul, Roh stepped 
out of his vehicle to walk across the 
border that divides the Koreas in the 
center of the heavily fortified Demil- 
itarized Zone—the first time any Ko- 
rean leader has crossed the land bor- 
der. 

In the first summit between the 


Koreas in 2000, the South's Kim flew 
to Pyongyang. 


“Wall will fall" 

"This line is a wall that has divid- 
ed the nation for a half-century. Our 
people have suffered from too many 
hardships and development has 
been held up due to this wall,” Roh 
said before crossing, 


said. “1 will make efforts to make 
my walk across the border an oc: 
sion to remove the forbidden will 
and move toward peace and pros 
perity.” 

This week's summit, which runs 
through Thursday, comes a year a! 
ter the North conducted its first test 
detonation ofa nuclear bomb. 

The explosion catalyzed work! 


“This 
erased and the wall will fall,” he 


line will be gradually 
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‘South Korea's president arrived in Pyongyang on Tuesday to the cheers 
‘of North Koreans and the handshake of leader Kim Jong-il for a summit 
aimed at ending a half century of animosity born in the Cold War 
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hardline policy on the North. 


Reveling in the moment 

Roh appeared to revel in the mo- 
ment, waving and smiling broadly 
before reviewing a goose-stepping 
North Korean military honor guard 
wielding rifles with bayonets. 

Roh has billed his first trip to the 
communist North as a chance to end 
animosity born with the partition of 
the Korean peninsula at the end of 
World War II. 

But Rob's critics say the visit is 
aimed more at domestic politics and 
expect the South Korean leader to 
tiptoe around the sensitive issues of 
nuclear weapons and mass human 
rights abuses. 

North Koreans dressed in their 
finest cheered on cue when Kim ar- 
rived at a main square in Py- 
ongyang, repeating the greeting 
minutes later as Roh stepped out of 
an.open car supplied by North Ko- 
rea. 

A portly Kim, in his trademark 
jumpsuit and wearing platform 
shoes that made him appear taller 
than the dark-suited Roh, shook 
hands unsmilingly with the South 
Korean leader and his wife. 

Hundreds of thousands lined the 
streets, waving bunches of plastic 
flowers and shouting “hurrah” and 
“reunify the fatherland.” 

Roh has not given any specifics 
about what he will propose during 
his visit, or get in return, prompting 
criticism from conservatives at 
home that the summit is an ego trip 
for Roh seeking to establish a legacy 
for his unpopular administration 
that ends in February. 

While the first summit was seen as 
a landmark event that led to an eas- 
ing of tensions, the latest meeting 
has met a far more muted response, 
|due to a vague agenda and doubts 
that Roh will be able to achieve 
much, 

With just five months left in office, 
Roh has said he would use the sum- 
mit to press for peace and an eventu- 
alarms cut on the peninsula where 
some 2 million troops face off, most 
ofthem near the border. 


Péace settlement 
In July, Pyongyang shut down its 
sole operating nuclear reactor that 


produced material for bombs and 
the country has tentatively agreed to 
disable its atomic facilities by year- 
end ina way that they cannot be eas- 
ily restarted. 

Before leaving the South Korean 
capital, Roh acknowledged that the 
two Koreas alone could not totally 
resolve the nuclear standoff or bring 
peace to the peninsula. 

The North is involved in interna- 
tional talks on its nuclear weapons 
program including the United States 
and other regional powers. A peace 
settlement to the Korean War would 
require the participation of the Unit- 
ed States and China that also fought 
in that conflict. 


Aid pledge 

“Even if we do not reach an agree- 
ment in many areas, it would still be 
a meaningful achievement to nar- 
row the gap in understanding and to 
enhance confidence in each other,” 
Roh said of the meeting with Kim. 

Analysts say South Korea may 
pledge billions of dollars to help 
raise its communist neighbor's ru- 
ined economy. 

Upon entering Pyongyang, Roh 
switched to an open-top car and was 
joined by the North’s №. 2 leader, 
Kim Yong-nam. Both rode for some 
20 minutes through the North's 
showcase capital, waving to hun- 
dreds of thousands of residents. 

Roh checked in at the North's 
state guest house and had a meal 
with his wife and a few South Kore- 
an officials. He also watched video 
footage of his arrival in Pyongyang, 
according to pool reports from the 
North. 

Roh held talks with Kim Yong- 
nam later Tuesday, broadcaster 
APTN reported from Pyongyang, 
ahead of an official dinner where it 
was unclear if Kim Jong-il would at- 
tend. Formal talks between the two 
leaders begin Wednesday. 


Unification dreams 

Surveys show South Koreans fa- 
vor the summit and eventual unifi- 
cation, but want the process to be 
gradual, fearing that the cost of ab- 
sorbing the impoverished North 
would wreck their own economy, 
Asia's fourth largest. Reports from 
AP and Reuters 
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THEY'VE COME A LONG WAY: North and 
South Korea were proclaimed separate states 
in 1948, three yearsafter the p 

divided between the US and Soviet zones of 
influence during the so-called Cold War. 


SURPRISE: He was more or less expected but not quite, so that when Kim Jong-il actually 
shows up to welcome his counterpart from the the south of the divided peninsula, the summit 
gets off toa rousing start. 
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The battle resumes 


HE WATERGATE AFFAIR, AS JOURNALISTS BOB 
‘Woodward and Carl Bernstein famously wrote, 

I hinged on the advice, “Follow the money.” The po- 
litical demise of US President Richard Nixon, to whom. 
the money trail of payoffs to silence witnesses and smear 
the opposition led, was encapsulated in a famous ques- 
tion asked in the US Congress. Faced by obvious foot- 

dragging (at best) and hostile invoca- 
EDITORIAL tions of executive privilege (at worst), 

Sen. Howard Baker relentlessly 
asked, during the Watergate hearings, “What did the 
president know and when did he know it?” 

We have repeated that line, time and again, in this 
space. And all of Philippine media have tried to follow the 
money trail as it is being exposed both inside and outside 
the halls of Congress. Along the way, witnesses have 
come forward, with damning testimony, as well as an 
equally damning, but steadily unraveling, tangle of 
damning motivations and agendas, both hidden and on 
public display. 

At the forefront of the whole drama has been the Sen- 
ate, acting with a mixture of inquisitorial zeal and the 
most shameless—and shameful—mixture of slipshod 
procedures and lust for publicity. Waiting anxiously in the 
wings has been the House of Representatives, itself divid- 
ed between partisans of President Macapagal-Arroyo and 
those supporting Speaker Jose de Venecia. Formerly at 
odds with each other, the Senate and the House are more 
aligned today in a common confrontation with the Presi- 
dent. 

The resignation of Benjamin Abalos as chair of the 
Commission on Elections has deprived the House of its 
chance to assert a long overdue independence from the 
President and her family. It is now common knowledge 
that even as First Gentleman Jose Miguel Arroyo depart- 
ed on a trip abroad, his sons and brother corralled con- 
gressmen in what they hoped would be the first step in 
toppling the Speaker. That gambit failed, but so did the 
Speakers preparations to strike at Abalos by means of an 
impeachment. We can only infer, at this point, that the 
House will, for the first time during the incumbency of Ms 
Arroyo, wield the power of the purse by means of going 
through the proposed national budget with a fine- 
toothed comb. 

This returns us to the Senate, which is due to resume its 
joint committee hearings оп the ZTE deal. There will be 
two issues immediately confronting the chamber. First, 
allegations concerning the conduct of the executive ses- 
sion last Thursday. This was meant to allow senators the 
opportunity to understand why Chair Romulo Neri of the 
Commission on Higher Education invoked executive priv- 
ilege just as he had tantalizingly came close to revealing 
that the President had said more about Abalos’ bribe than 
just advising Neri not to accept the bribe. 

Conflicting suggestions of improper behavior, either by 
senators or members of the Cabinet, in that executive ses- 
sion, have been made. One senator has asked whether 
these suggestions of improper, even scandalous, conduct 
justified the unprecedented move of some senators to re- 
veal what took place. We say unprecedented, because the 
allegations of what happened during that executive ses- 
sion are unparalleled in the history of our Congress and 
perhaps any legislature in the modern era. 

The second issue is whether or not to compel Neri to re- 
veal what he knows, but won't say. Senators must decide 
if they will detain Neri and trigger, in turn, a case in the 
Supreme Court to settle, once and for all, whether the 
Cabinet member is right in invoking executive privilege. 
This is a confrontation that seems not only inevitable, but 
necessary. We cannot agree with Sen. Joker Arroyo that 
the Senate should quit while it is ahead. 

t is by settling these two questions, which all hinge on 
Neri’s possessing information as to what the President 
knew, and when—and what she did or did not do, know- 
ing what she knew—that checks and balances are assert- 
ed and the parameters of democracy are more clearly es- 
tablished. At stake is the ability of Congress to exercise 
oversight, of witnesses to use legitimate legal shields or 
hide behind legal barriers erected to cover up official 
wrongdoing. There is even the possibility that Neri's val- 
ue as a witness has been compromised, because he no 
longer has free will, and has been subjected to official in- 
timidation—whether from the Senate, or the executive 
branch, 
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EARLY MONDAY MORNING, COMELEC CHAIR 
Benjamin Abalos was still in fighting form, say- 
ing over the radio that he would not resign, that 
he would fight the impeachment case against 
him. Before noon, however, he announced in a 
hastily called press conference that he was re- 
signing. What happened? Why the sudden 
turnaround? 

‘The official version is that members of the 
Abalos family, including the grandchildren, 
had a war council and decided that their patri- 
arch should resign to spare the family the 
stress of an impeachment trial; the Comelec 
chairmanship was not worth all the aggrava- 
tion. Anyway, he is due to retire this February, 
only four months away. 

Good decision. Bur the real reason is proba- 
bly that they did а head count in the House of 
Representatives and found out that the im- 
peachment complaint would be able to get the 
80 votes needed to send it to the Senate. And in 
the Senate trial, Abalos would go through the 
ringer, broadcast live on television, and repeat- 
edin the newscasts and newspapers. And even 
if there was not enough evidence to convict 
him, the opposition-dominated Senate would 
still declare him guilty. Afterall, in an impeach- 
ment trial, unlike in a court trial, it is not the 
evidence that determines the verdict but the 
biases of the senators. So why fight when you 
already know you would be defeated anyway, 
no matter what you do? 

‘Also, Malacafiang may have told him to resign 
to save the President. Like they say, poor Abalos 
may have been made a sacrificial lamb to satisfy 
the blood lust of the senators and the people. In 
the wild, when predators sense that a prey has 
been injured or weakened, they gang up on it 
with more ferocity. In the civilized world, that's 
also what they do. They have sensed blood and 
they will not stop until somebody falls. Mala- 
cafiang probably thought that once Abalos went, 
the bloodlust would die down. 

Т don't think so. Now that Abalos is down, 
the opposition will turn its attention on GMA. 
One down, one to go. The real target is not re- 
ally Abalos but GMA, the big fish. Now it will 


FRANKLY, 1 CANNOT UNDERSTAND THE RE- 
actions of people to the resignation of Ben- 
Jamin Abalos. 

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines says, "Thank God, Mr. Abalos re- 

mded to our prayers,” and his example 
“should be followed by other public officials.” OF 
course, I completely agree that other officials as- 
sociated with wrongdoing would do well to re- 
sign, chief of them the No. 1 conspirator in this 
country whose name is associated with the two 
Senate hearings involving monumental perfidy, 
the ZTE scandal and the reopening of the "Hello, 
Garci” tape based on Vidal Doble's testimony, 
and that is Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. But before 
Abalos resigned, he also tied—by ће unassailed 
and unassailable testimony of the former Neda 
 chief— buy him off with P200 million. 

1 don't know why anyone should laud any 
subsequent action Abalos might have taken in 
light of that, or go on to set him up for emula- 
tion. The point is not for him to resign, the 
point is for us to prosecute him, and where 
found guilty—as he should—jail him. 

‘And why on earth would anybody imagine 
that Abalos’ departure from the Comelec 
would naturally make the Comelec better, or as 
a couple of people put it, give it a chance at re- 
form? Alberto Lim of the Makati Business Club 
says there will be two vacancies in the Comelec 
early next year which should give Malacafiang 
the chance to appoint officials who are “com- 
petent, with probity and credibility" Henrietta 
de Villa says Abalos' problems had “hampered 
the Comelec from doing its job,” and with his 
resignation, we can now proceed-to conduct 
“clean and credible elections.” 

Well, who in God's name appointed Abalos, 
and coddled him after he had bungled, witting- 
ly or unwittingly, deal after deal costing the tax- 
payers billions of pesos, chief of them awarding 
the computerization of canvassing to a compa- 
ny that was not fit to bid; after he had shame- 
lessly made Miguel Zubiri a senator of this land 
at the expense of Aquilino Pimentel Ш by insist- 
ing on counting the tainted Maguindanao votes 


Neal H. Cruz A 


go after her with hammer and tongs. 

1 feel sorry and at the same time proud of 
the Abalos family. It is a good, close-knit 
family. I know some of them. Mrs. Abalos is 
the oldest of three beautiful sisters; the two 
younger ones, both widows, are my neigh- 
bors. They have children and grandchildren 
any parent can be proud of. They don't de- 
serve what is being done to their patriarch. 

I hope that they can rest and relax now 
and that the baying hounds will chase some- 
body else. I also hope that now that he is no 
longer in government, Abalos and Secretary 
Romulo Neri will tell the Senate everything 
that they know about the ZTE deal and not 
protect anybody. Justice and good govern- 
ment dictate that the bad guys should be 
punished and the good guys be rewarded. 

As in war, retreat is the best thing to do 
when you are losing a battle. In resigning, 
Abalos avoided being impeached. If he wait- 
ей until the Senate kicked him out, he would. 
have lost not only his retirement pay but al- 
so his right to vote and to hold public office. 
By resigning, he salvaged all of these. 

Abalos is a good man. I wish him the best. 

Expect electric rates to go up again with the 
rise in oil prices. And expect Napocor and 
Meralco to blame each other again for the in- 
crease. The Epira was passed to make compe- 
tition reduce prices. But what Napocor and 
Meralco are doing is compete in heaping 
blame оп each other. The Epira has not done 
what it was supposed to do. Power rates are 
going up, not down. So there is a move in 
Congress to amend it. Napocor wants it 
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and after meeting with Zubir’s father in 
Shangri-La (he also has a habit of bumping into 
the wrong people at the wrong time, which is 
really for him the right people at the right time); 
after the Neda chief reported him to his boss as 
offering him a couple of hundred million pesos 
as though it were his to give? The same person 
Lim and De Villa now expect to appoint compe- 
tent, honest and credible officials. 

Incidentally, that was an eye-popping remark 
by De Villa: “With his resignation, we can now 
proceed to conduct clean and credible elections." 
"hats as clear an admission as any that it was im- 
possible to have that while Abalos was there. But 
‘which again brings us to why he was there in the 
first place and has been there all this time: Which 
is that the person who appointed him and kept 
him there wanted him to not conduct clean and 
credible elections. Which is that the person who 
appointed him and kept him there would never 
have been in any position to appoint or keep any- 
опе if he had merely conducted clean and credi- 
ble elections, particularly in 2004. 

The enthused or relieved cries over Abalos 
resignation, and the praises that have even 
managed to go his way, merely point to the оле 
toxic element that has poisoned the thinking of 
this country, which is the toxic element of *mov- 
ing on." That notion says there is no sense in 
dwelling on a crime, which is just crying over 
spilt milk, ler’s forget the whole thing, start from 
scratch, and just make sure the crime doesn't 
happen again. Abalos may be guilty of all of the. 
above, but he has resigned, so let's forget about. 
him—and the person who made sure he would 
commit his crimes—and concentrate on having 
lean elections from now on. 
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amended; Meralco doesn't want it touched. 

Napocor says the Epira is failing because of 
cross ownership wherein a distribution utility 
(DU) like Meralco can own, or have sister com- 
panies, in generation. Then the DU can buy 
electricity at high rates from its sister compa- 
nies and make its customers pay for the high 
‘costs, The original version of Epira banned 
cross-ownership, but due to Meralco's lobby- 
ing, an exception was made in the case of DUs 
and independent power producers (IPPs). 

Meralco says itis because the Epira is not be- 
ing implemented fully and on time, especially 
in the privatization of Napocors generation 
plants, that the cost of electricity is rising. 
From the timelines in the law, Meralco says, 70 
percent of Napocor's assets and IPP contracts 
should have been in private hands three years 
after the laws passage, or by 2004, And 100 
percent of Napocor should have been sold 
eight years after, or by 2009. 

But today, Meralco says, only 28 percent of 
Маросог 3,500 megawatts has been sold and if 
we consider the 6,900 megawatts of contracts , 
still to be sold to “IPP administrators,” only a to- 
tal of9 percent of assets and contracts have been 
privatized. Itis still along way before the 70 per- 
cent threshold can be reached and consumers 
can choose suppliers under what the law calls 
"open access.” And of course, having open access 
and competition will not be meaningful until 70 
percent of state-owned Napocor is privatized 
and its market share is safely below the 30 per- 
cent market dominance cap imposed by law. 

Meralco also says the brownouts that 
plagued the Luzon grid last summer were 
caused by intentionally low coal inventories at 
the major coal plants of Napocor and its IPPs 
(Napocor still procures the coal for all of 
them). To cure the selfinflicted shortages, 
Napocor made emergency coal purchases that 
were awarded to favored suppliers, bypassing 
mormal procurement procedures, Meralco 
says. They were bought at sky-high prices 
ranging between $80 and $125 per metric ton 
(as opposed to the usual $60 price). Of course, 
the consumers end up footing the 


For the strangest reasons, in this Alice-in- 
Wonderland country, that gets to be praised as 
"positive thinking." Positive, my foot. You do 
not examine the causes of a crime, that crime 
will happen again and again. More to the 
point, you do not punish the criminals, their 
crime will happen again and again. 

We prosecuted Erap and jailed him. Why the 
hell can't we do the same thing to Abalos and 
his boss? 

| myself find nothing laudable in Abalos’ res- 
ignation. It isn't merely that it is force majeure 
(what else can he do in light of Мегїз revela- 
tions?), it is that he has obviously been pres- 
sured into doing it by Malacahang. GMA can 
no more afford to have Abalos impeached than 
she could afford to have Erap acquitted. Either 
опе would have frayed out whatever thread of 
legitimacy she was hanging on to. 

‘impeaching Abalos would have raised sever- 
al questions she could never answer. The least 
of them is what the Comelec chief was doing 
brokering а deal that had nothing to do with 
elections. By his own admission in the Senate, 
he knows nothing about telecommunications. 
Yet, by Мег? suggestion, he stood enough to 
profit from it to go around offering P200-mil- 
lion bribes. There is no escaping the conch 
that the ZTE deal was his reward for services 
rendered as Comelec chief. An impeachment 
‘would have given the public to see what those 
services were and whom they benefited. 

‘The most important of those questions is why 
‘Congress is impeaching Abalos and not GMA. 
Helloing Garci is an infinitely graver crime than 
whispering sweet nothings to Мет? ear, and in 
any case GMA continues to be implicated in 
Abalos’ own crime. There is no escaping the 
conclusion either that in Joe de Venecia's 
House, the only two house rules are: “Where 
there's no will, there's no way (GMA),” and 
"Where there's a way, there's a will (Abalos)." 

‘The whole ploy reeks of “God save the 
Queen." But 1 doubt God, though he moves in 
mysterious ways, will want to have his name 
affixed to any of this. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2007 


THE CONDEMNATION OF THE INTERNA- 
tional community of the brutal slaughter of 
monks and common people demanding an end to 
four decades of Burmese military dictatorship is 
resonant with sound and fury but has not soft- 
ened the mailed fist of the ruling junta. 

More than 4,000 monks, who led two weeks of 
protests in Rangoon and some cities, have been 
rounded up from their monasteries and held at ап 
unused race course and a technical college, Fi- 
nancial Times correspondents in Rangoon report. 
‘The detained monks will be sent to prisons in the 
northern part of the country. 

‘The junta admits that 13 people were killed 
when troops cold-bloodedly fired into protesters in 
central Rangoon two weeks ago, but diplomats re 
port that after the massacre, the protests have sub- 
sided amid heavy military presence in the streets. 

Burmese diplomats at the United Nations Gen- 
eral Assembly said normalcy had rerumed to Bur- 
ma and the security force had exercised "utmost. 
restraint," while diplomats in Rangoon and hu- 
man rights groups claim the death toll could run 
into hundreds. 

The price of life in Burma is cheap. According 
to correspondents’ reports from Rangoon, the 
army paid 20,000 kyats (about $15 or P675) in 
compensation to families of men shot in last 
week's carnage before confiscating the corpses. 

Ina country, where 90 percent of the population 
of 50 million are Buddhists, there are 400,000 
monks, including novices, and there are as many 
soldiers. The monks represent the strongest coun- 
tervailing institution to the military dictatorship., 
But the monks are largely pacific and are not 
armed. Their influence among the impoverished 
Burmese people, living in abject poverty in sharp 
contrast to their corrupt and high-living generals, 
helps explain why they are the main target of the 
crackdown and it makes sense to the junta to dis 
perse them to prisons outside the capital. 

Interventions by the United Nations, the Euro- 

an Union, the major Western democracies, main- 

ly the United States and Britain, not to mention the 
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations, have failed 
to isolate Burma internationally and to prompt the 
junta to come to a reconciliation with the pro- 
democracy forces led by Aung San Suu Kyi. 

The UN special envoy, Ibrahim Gambari ar- 
rived in Rangoon from Singapore last weekend, 
with an urgent mission from the Security Coun- 
cil, to establish a dialogue between Suu Kyi and 
the generals that might result in a political com- 
promise. He has been cooling his heels for an au- 
dience with the junta leader, Gen. Than Shwe, af- 
ter being allowed to with Suu Kyi, who is being 
held in a villa near the government guest house. 
Gambari has so far met only civilian Cabinet min- 
isters. 

The long wait of Gambari has been interpreted 
asa sign of tensions inside the junta over the crack- 
down. The members of the junta are believed to 
have failed to agree оп a common response to the 
smoldering protest movement. This interpretation 
Jeans toward the optimistic view that a split in ће 
junta would precipitate a coup against the hard-lin- 
‘ers led by Than Shwe, and force the junta to negoti- 
ate with Suu Kyi. 

International pressure on Burma is not biting, 
despite the the angry rhetoric, because the main 
trading partners of Burma, who could exert lever- 
age on the junta to open up the political system. 
for participation by the opposition National 
League for Democracy Party, have extensive in- 
vestments in Burma. The party won the 1990 par- 
liamentary elections by a landslide, but it was not 
allowed to take power, and many of its leaders 
were jailed, including Suu Kyi who has spent 12 


ofthe last 18 years under house arrest. 

The strongest condemmation came from the 
United States and Britain. US President George W. 
Bush announced new sanctions, including a ban on 
visas and a freeze of the assets of 14 Burmese offi- 
cials. British Prime Minister Gordon Brown said, “I 
‘want to see all the pressures of the world put on this 
regime now—sanctions, the pressure of the UN, 
pressure from China and all the countries in the re- 
gion, India, pressure from the whole world.” 

The junta has disdainfully brushed aside all 
these angry words. It knows that in 1997, the Unit- 
ей States banned new investments in Burma, and 
in 2003 it banned most Burmese imports’ and 
transactions. Britain no longer has any large-scale 
investments in Burma. European Union sanctions 
have been in place for years, when the EU banned 
arms sales and expelled military attachés and it 
froze the assets of some members of the junta. It 
withdrew preferential trade status with Burma. 
But these sanctions have failed to isolate or hurt 
Burma economically. 

The United States realizes it has a weak leverage 
to influence the junta, and this is the reason Bush 
called on “all nations that have influence with the 
regime to join us in supporting the aspirations of the 
Burmese people and to tell the Burmese junta to 
cease using force on its own people.” These include 
China, India and Japan, all of which have substan- 
tial investments in Burma in exchange for access to 
its vast ой and off-shore gas resources. 

China, which needs Burma's fuel resources for 
its rapidly developing economy and energy-hun- 
gry industries, managed a weak protest by saying 
it “hopes that all parties in Myanmar will exercise 
restraint and properly handle the current issue." 

Burma has become the Great Game in the 
scramble among Asian powers for access to its re- 
sources. The junta is playing this card to the hilt 
to keep power and to suppress the democracy 
movement in Burma. The position of Asean, of 
which Burma is а member, on the crackdown is 
the most innocuous. The hypocrisy of Asean will 
be examined in the next column. 


A window of opportunity 


NOW THAT CHAIR BENJAMIN ABALOS HAS Fi- 
nally resigned from the Comelec, he leaves a win- 
dow of opportunity for all well-meaning individu- 
als, including, because hope springs eternal, the 
inting power, to create a "new and re 

" Comelec. 

‘With the vacancy created by Abalos, and many 
commissioners retiring in the next few months, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo and her advisers 
have the chance to appoint a whole new board of 
commissioners (or at least a majority) who can 
truly transform the Comelec into an independent, 
non-partisan poll body by adopting the necessary 
reforms in our electoral system. 

The most pressing of these reforms is comput- 
erization, reducing, if not eliminating entirely, 
the human “hands” that get in contact with bal- 
lots, tally sheets, canvassing forms, statements— 
and in the process manage to lose, replace, revise, 
and reconfigure them and thus turn our elections 
into a sham. 

‘True, we have been warned that computerization 
alone won't be able to wipe ош all forms of fraud ог 
cheating. There are the “hands” (and duplicitous 
brains) involved, after all, in preparing the basic 
program that will run the software involved in read- 
ing and counting the ballots. Or even before then, 
the "hands" involved in preparing the registration 
rolls, which are the basic material on which clean, 
honest and credible elections are based. Still, com- 
puterization would make for a good start, and we 
can input all the protection measures we want right 
now, while we stil have time to choose and pick 
among the many voting programs available. 

Sen. Dick Gordon, whose pet measure has been 
computerized voting, says we don't even have to 
write new programs or choose from among untest- 
ей models. All around the world are computerized 
voting and counting systems that have long been 
used and proven successful. In Hawaii, for instance, 
he saw voting computers that even provided По- 
cano translations of the instructions. 

SO what are we waiting for? Gordon said, dur- 
ing the run-up to last May's elections, that there 
were funds available for a test run—which the 
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Comelec refused to implement — as well as for 
the national adoption of automated elections. 
The mandate for computerizing voting and bal- 
lot counting is more than a decade old, and in 
fact has already been amended. 

We have the implementing law, we have the 
funds, and we have many eager aspirants, Fil- 
ipinos as well as foreigners, offering their soft- 
ware and hardware to the Comelec. Of course, 
we also have the MegaPacific deal hanging like 
an ominous shadow over the entire move to 
‘computerize the polls. 

But that contract, voided by the Supreme 
Court, was anomalous only because it was 
overpriced, didn't go through the normal legal 
processes of bidding, and was going to be im- 
plemented by a company that was both under- 
funded and incapable of meeting the technical 
demands of the project. The justices were of 
the opinion that this anomaious transaction 
would not have been possible were it not for 
the consent, if not collusion, of Comelec offi- 
cials, none of whom were found liable by the 
Ombudsman. And that's why the pending re- 
placement of the present crew of Comelec 
leaders is really the first step toward not just 
‘computerization but broader reforms. 


SO what's holding us back? 

Our lawmakers, as well as Malacafiang, have 
kept a deafening silence on the issue, which is 
strange because President Arroyo herself, during 
her first term, declared that computerized elec- 
tions were a priority. And, judging from the thun- 
der and lightning emanating from candidates 
and supporters in the period leading to, during 
and after the voting, you would think they would 


go for computerization at the drop ofa hat. 

But the reality is that cheating benefits candi 
dates, and has become in this country a not-so- 
little industry in itself. The possibility of eking 
out an electoral victory in the last few days of 
canvassing by “tweaking” the results continues 
to tantalize moist-eyed aspirants, who would 
not want their defeat in the polls “prematurely” 
sealed by quick and objective counting ma- 
chines. 

‘And what are we to do with the watchers and 

representatives, as well as the members of boards 
of canvassers, who stand to make tidy incomes by 
playing their designated roles in “ensuring” the 
Tight results? Goons and guns have largely been 
rendered inutile in reversing election results, ex- 
cept perhaps in the usual “hot spots" where rivals 
are conveniently put out of commission, but sure- 
ly even private armies would resent the loss of 
any extra seasonal income. 
WE are these days facing a real turning point 
in our history as a democracy. We have the op- 
portunity, depending on the men and women 
chosen by the President to take the reins of the 
Comelec, to either turn it into an efficient, 
credible, and reliable poll monitor, or into the 
same, if not worse, business-as-ustial Comelec 
whose oversight duties over the past elections 
have either been sloppy or corrupt. 

But let's say GMA surprises even the cynics 
and finds individuals of rectitude and inde- 
pendence to appoint to the Comelec. These 
people would then have to find the motivation 
10 go against tradition and inertia induced by 
familiarity, and begin the process of transition 
into automated polls. They would have to 
withstand all sorts of temptation, too, and de- 
velop enough independence of spirit to ignore 
the pleas of influence peddlers, whose num- 
bers and strength seem to be increasing 
steadily under the Arroyo administration. 

Our hope—and it is a faint hope—rests fi- 
nally on the assumption that Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo will be brave enough to act against 
her own interests, 


Memories of a Pandaquefio 


ТЕМ YEARS AGO, 1 HAD A CORNER OFFICE AT 
the top floor of the former Philippine National 
Bank Building on Escolta, facing the Pasig River. 
That room had a spectacular view of the city, 
which was a real joy. I positioned the table so that 
Teould look up from my desk to see boats and wa- 
ter lilies traveling out into Manila Bay, passing by 
the back of the Manila Post Office and Fort Santia- 
80, or these watercraft going the other way past 
Quiapo Bridge toward San Miguel. On a clear 
day, one could see the Manila City Hall, the Na- 
tional Museum, the walls and watchtowers of In- 
tramuros. No wonder Emilio Aguinaldo did not 
finish college, since he would skip classes in Le- 
tran, sit on the walls of Intramuros and watch 
boats on the Pasig, justas fascinated as I was. 

The view from this room made life and work 
worth all the trouble. 1 could only imagine what 
paintings this same vista would have inspired їп 
artists like Federico Aguilar Alcuaz, E. Aguilar 
Cruz, Sofronio Y. Mendoza (SYM), or Romulo 
Galicano who once made cityscapes of Manila 
from high-rise buildings. 

Escolta was historical. There was a marker on 
the PNB building that associated the place with 
‘Trinidad H. Pardo de Tavera whose family owned 
a lot of properties here. There was small Callejon 
de Paz nearby that could have been associated 
with Paz Pardo de Tavera, the ill-fated wife of 
Juan Luna whom he shot dead in a jealous rage. 

Unfortunately, Escolta had seen better days. It 
used to be the commercial and business district of 
the Philippines tillit was replaced by redeveloped 
swampland in Makati during the 1960s. 

With Escolta as my base, I explored other dis- 
tricts on foot, window-shopping in Santa Cruz 
and Quiapo, eating in Binondo. The street names 
were historical, but then many of these have been 
renamed, cutting us off from the past. I will deal 
with this in another column because 1 want to 
share one of the numerous responses to the col- 
‘umn on Pandacan street names. 
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пе Ciria-Cruz, aka Inidoro Delihencia, wrote: 

m writing because I'm from Pandacan. Му 
family is rooted there. On our street TS. Luis 
(used to be Fraternidad) Imelda's ‘ancestral’ 
house stands on the corner in front of the Roman 
Catholic Church on Jesus Street. The left turn you 
took from Nagtahan going towards Beata has the 
ruins of Jacinto Zamora's house. It is now a his- 
torical park. On the same street isthe site of com- 
poser Ladislao Bonus’ house, just two houses 
away from ours. It is said that Rizal used to visit 
Bonus in an effort to put one of his poems to mu- 
sic. Beata was named after a beaterio near the 
Pasig Rivers confluence with an estero now 
named after Balagtas. It was a choice spot for 
country houises of the old rich, when the Pasig 
River and the estero were still pleasant and Pan- 
dacan was still a suburb of Manila. 

"Around Beata, German immigrants set up a 
button factory and on Inviernes St. (your way out 
to Santa Ana, and which most likely has been re- 
named by our philistines) were genteel estates. 1 
read in a book that the huge parcel of land there 
was once owned by an American who hailed from 
Inverness, in the San Franciso Bay Area. He sup- 
posedly named his estate Inviernes. 

“Pefiafrancia is the spot between Pandacan 
and Paco, starting with the current site of the 
Philippine Columbian. The Laurels lived near 
there. At the foot of Nagtahan bridge, near the 
Mabini Shrine, was the site of the Spanish gun- 
powder shed/armory where local Katipuneros 
were imprisoned and executed. They reportedly 


started the uprising a bit before Bonifacio's decla- 
ration and were smashed. 

“L believe that around the same area was the 
site of the English Club, where Anglo-Saxon ex- 
patriates had а dormitory. 

“The first known leader of Pandacan, a Muslim 
by the name of Pedro Balingit, got involved in a 
rebellion plot and was exiled to New Spain (Mex- 
ico, right?). A rebellion of women is said to have 
taken place at the Catholic church near the turn 
ofthe last century. A lascivious Spanish priest was 
known for asking very intimate questions of 
women, especially newlyweds. So a group of 
women locked him out, drove him out of town 
and invited Gregorio Aglipay to officiate. Thus 
began the Aglipayan Church in Pandacan (on La- 
bores Street, a long block away from the Catholic 
one). My mother's family is Aglipayan. 

"The town has two fiesta celebrations around 
Jen. 14. It sometimes was held jointly, but nowa- 
days, apparently a week or two separates the two 
celebrations of the same patron, Santo Nifio. Dur- 
ing the Easter Salubong, two processions used to 
meet: Mary in one, Jesus in another. Having been 
away so long, I don't know if ts still done that way. 

“One of the continuing controversies is which 
has the original Santo Niño statue. The scuttle- 
butt in my family is that the Aglipayans have it se- 
creted somewhere because my great-grandfather 
stole it to give to his querida, an Aglipayan. Who 
knows? It was like a Peyton Place. 

“There are Tagalog words that only Pandaque- 
ños use, e.g., tereret for matamis sa bao, iklog for 
itlog. Anyway, should we meet again, you can ask 
me more questions.” 

Growing up in a historic district gives one a 
sense of history that grows fonder when one lives 
far away. But when street names are changed at 
whim, the past remains buta faint memory. 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo. 
edu 


Wanted: female 


IKNEWTD CATCH YOUR ATTENTION THERE, BUT THE TI- 
tle isn’t meant to be personal. Lam referring instead to a very 
noticeable trend, in the Philippines, toward the preferential 
hiring of women. The traditional female domains are still 
there, such as in teaching and nursing, but you'll also find 
‘women “invading” many male job niches. To give just one ex- 
ample, there are more gasoline stations now that are hiring 
women as atten- 

dant. One time I 
stopped at one sta- 
tion where all the at- 
tendants were wom- 
en. 

Don'tthink now of E 
those controversial у, В 
wash-your-car wom- Michael L. Tan „*;` 
en that made timo — — — — — 5 —À 
the news a few years ago, hired with less than noble inten- 
tions in mind. The women in gasoline stations are clearly be- 
ing hired not to charm customers but because they are effi- 
cient. No idling around, no gossipin 

The Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism (PCIJ) 
had a recent feature article by Jaileen Е Jimeno in August 
that was appropriately titled "Favored as Boys, Disadvan- 
taged as Men." It took off from Bureau of Labor and Employ- 
ment statistics showing that in 2006 there were only 1.6 mil- 
lion males in supervisory positions, compared to 2.2 million 
females. Jimeno quoted one executive, Mercy Abad, as say- 
ing: “The writings on the wall are there. Women are taking 
over. Our men are not prepared to compete with the wom 
en.” 

Reading Jimeno’s article got me to thinking not just of the 
gender distribution in supervisory positions but in the labor 
force in general. More and more women are working outside 
the home, and they're being snapped up for jobs much more 
quickly than the men are. Sometimes, employers will be 
quite explicit in stating a preference for females. 1 saw a 
newspaper ad recently for Kumon instructors which had fe- 
male as its first qualification. The reasons for this preference 
vary, but they include diligence, higher work productivity, 
even honesty. 

Many professions traditionally identified with males are 
also becoming feminized. Jimeno mentioned how law 
schools now have more women students. I've seen the medi- 
cal schools’ gender ratio shifting through the years so that to- 
day, I'd estimate that women constitute 60 to 70 percent of 
the students. Again, women make it into these schools be. 
cause they're willing to put in the extra time and effort re- 
quired for these courses. 

Spoiled brats 

Jimeno and several of the people she interviewed blamed 
the loss of the male advantage in jobs on the way we raise 
our sons. Boys are pampered when they're growing up, so 
that they end up unreliable when they become adults, with 
higher absenteeism and work lapses. 

Т agree, having written about a “spoiled brat syndrome" 
that is transmitted from one generation to another, through 
the mother. A man ends up irresponsible because he's raised 
that way. He marries and neglects his wife, who then pours 
all her affection on her sons, pampering and privileging 
them and effectively raising another generation of spoiled 
brats who will once again neglect their wives. Guess what 
these wives are going to do? 

It's especially bad with low-income families, and it often 
startsat a very young age. Watch the mothers when they pick’ 
up their children in public schools; you'll find there's prefer- 
ential treatment for the sons. I've seen little boys running up, 
to their mothers and dropping their backpacks at the feet óf 
their mother, knowing she's going to pick them up and carry 
them home. 

When the sons become adolescents, the impoverished 
women will scrimp and save to give them an allowance they 
will squander on clothes and "good time." 

Why do the mothers do this? They're scared to death 
about losing their son. "Who will take care of me when l'm 
old?" mothers tell me, and T have to counsel them, "You spoil 
your son now and that’s the best way of making sure you'll 
grow into old age without them . .. or worse, you'll be 70 
years old and still supporting the useless jerk." (It sounds 
better in Filipino but isn't quite suitable for print.) 

We should be careful though not to blame mothers with 
this syndrome. There's a broader social context here. If our 
men seem so irresponsible in the domestic sphere, it is be- 
cause society actually demands that they be “politicians,” 
building up networks and spheres of influence. As boys, 
they're not just privileged in being exempted from domestic 
chores, they are actually sent out of the house, expected to 
go off and play basketball with the other boys, or go off with 
other male relatives to do, well, “male” things. 

And what skills do our young boys pick up this way? 
Diskarte or learning to impress other people. That includes 
the girls they want to court, and the other males in their 
barkada or in other networks. Its mastering “pare” talk and 
the swagger. It’s learning to binge on alcohol. I's taking 
risks; you see that every day with young boys daring each 
other to dash out into the streets and dodge the cars. Its all 
part of proving one's masculinity, an early initiation into 
street culture and machismo. 

Unfortunately, such "skills" are quite useless in the mod- 
em work place. The skills and attitudes that employers want 
are those which the girls get while doing their household 
chores: industry and perseverance, attention to detail. 

Have you noticed too how many work places hire mainly 
‘women—and bakla? 1 don't mean gay men in general, but. 
the more feminized males, who sometimes even report for 
work in women's clothes. Such bakla are favored because 
they've internalized female work values. You won't find 
women or bakla sleeping on the job. 

Hope 

Is there hope then for our males? I think so. I don't believe 
that women are "by nature" more industrious and consci 
tious. Social norms change. In tribal societies, men needed to 
spend time building alliances within and between villages. 
Today, a master of diskarte might find his job opportunities 
limited mainly to the sales sector and even there, he will face 
stiff competition from women. 

"What could happen is that today’s labor demands will 
force men to change. An example is the nursing profession, 
which until a few years ago was predominantly female. 
Males avoided the profession because it was always pre- 
sumed you had to be gay if you wanted to become a nurse. 
‘Today, there are many more non-gay men going into nursing, 
mainly because it's the way to get a job overseas. But to be- 
come a good nurse, the men are learning that they have to 
pick up the work habits and attitudes of their sisters and 
mothers. I suspect some families even consciously train their 
sons to become more nurturing, more adept at domestic 
tasks. 

Who knows, too, with the rise in popularity of professions 
related to the hospitality industry—from hotel and restau- 
rant management to "culinary arts"—we might also find 
more households allowing their boys to take up domestic 
chores and pick up good work habits. 

Families have to think hard about the harm they do when 
they raise boys to become, well, big boys. There's a world out 
there that needs mature women—and men. 


Ae 


Evil prevails too often in RP 


EDMUND BURKE'S OBSERVATION 
‘That‘All that is necessary for the tri- 
umph of evil is that good men do 
nothing” is a daily indictment 
against us Filipinos. In the struggle 
between good and evil, it seems 
that even though those who profess 
to be good seem to clearly outnum- 
ber those who are evil, yet those 
who are evil seem to prevail far too 
ofen—because good men and 
‘women who know what to do de- 
cline to do what they ought to. The 
words from scripture aptly affirm 
this. "Anyone, then who knows the 
good he ought to do and doesn't do 
it, sins." (James 4:17) 

The incidence of corruption, 
scandals and irregularities by un- 
scrupulous individuals in govern- 
ment continues to rise with im- 
punity because good men and 
women leave alone those who 
commit scandalous deeds by just 


standing 
tors. 

Watching the recent Senate 
hearings, I was dismayed by the 
decision of some senators to walk 
out or withdraw from the discus- 
sion when an opportunity to ex- 
pose those committing corrup- 
ton, bribery lying and other 
crimes offered itself. 1 can under- 
stand their frustrations, but in- 
stead of walking out or refraining 
from asking questions, T expected 
them to ferret out the truth. And 
they would have done the Filipino 
peoplea favor. 

1 was also hoping to hear full 
and honest disclosures by witness- 
es; instead 1 heard one invoking 
executive privilege, thereby suc- 
ceeding in hiding the truth. When 
good men hide the truth, evil will 
triumph. Preacher Wayne Greeson 
said, "When good men and wom- 


ly by, like mere specta- 
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en do nothing, they get nothing 
good done. Seldom is it that num- 
bers determine the outcome, but 
whether those who claim to be 
good men and women are willing 
to stand up and fight for what they 
know to be right. Evil, sin and sin- 
ful men must be opposed. God 
commands those who are good 
mot just to avoid evil but to active- 
ly oppose it. 

Finally, another observation by 
Edmund Burke is worth mention- 
ing: “When bad men combine, 
the good must associate; else 
they will fall one by one, an un- 
pitied sacrifice in a contemptible 
struggle.” 

—REV RONNY L. LUCES, 
associate minister, Jaro 
Evangelical Church, 

chair, advocacy committee, 
Convention Baptist Minister's 
Association (CBMA) 


Heartwarming, 
cool, appealing 


1 FIND THE INQUIRERS FRONT- 
page design very interesting and 
innovative. Ihave never seen such 
a very heartwarming and cool 
concept in a newspaper (maybe 
because I only read the Igumen). 

1 found the photo in the Aug. 
18, 2007 issue of children playing 
in the rain very appealing. My 
heart melted seeing that photo. 
My congratulations to the photog- 
тарһег. 

То me the Inquirer is the No. 1 
newspaper in the country. Con- 
gratulations to the Inguinen. 

—JERRY ROCACURVA, 
Jerrymefo@yahoo.com 


Why are many Filipinos going hungry? 


IF EVERYTHING ABOUT THE wantstoleavethe Philippines? 
Philippine economy is as rosy as — And why does a recent study re- 
President Macapagal-Arroyo veal that 30 percent of Filipino 
paints it (and as gushed over by families “go hungry”? 

American businessmen), why do —PERLA MANAPOL, 
the surveys consistently reveal that 4331 Blackwod St., Newbury Park, 
one out of every three Filipinos California 91320, USA 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the 
Readers! Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, 
corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquir- 
ercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their com- 
plete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless 
such information is supplied. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF BIDDING 


The National Food Authority (NFA) wishes to announce that it 
will be conducting a bidding on October 23, 2007; 10:00 a.m. at the 
SRA Social Hall, Philippine Sugar Center Building, North Avenue, 
Diliman, Quezon City, among all interested corn suppliers for the 
supply of 70,000 MT, Maximum, Yellow Corngrains Equivalent 
to US Grade No. 2 and 3 or better from either USA, Argentina, 
China and Thailand, in bags or in bulk, with an appropriated 
budget from corporate resources of Php 982.8 Million. The arrival 
period shall be Not Later Than (NLT) December 31, 2007. 

All interested suppliers are required to submit quotations in bags 
andin bulk or both in USS/MT, CFR, FO on the basis of Documents 
against Acceptance (D/A) with a tenor of fifteen (15) banking days 
{rom receipt by NFA of the complete set of original documents required 
for payment. 

All bidders are required to post a bid bond equivalent to 3% of the 
highest value of offered quantity in the form of cashier's/manager's 
check issued by a reputable bank in Metro Manila or an irrevocable 
standby Letter of Credit issued by a reputable commercial bank or in 
the case of an irrevocable stand-by LIC issued by a foreign bank, the 
seme shall be confirmed by a reputable local bank. 


Winning bidders are required to submit a performance bond 
equivalent to 10% of the value of the awarded quantity within five (5) 
banking days after receipt of the notice of award in the form cashier's/ 
‘manager's check issued by a reputable bank in Metro Manila or an 
irrevocable stanby Letter of Credit issued by a reputable commercial 
bank or in the case of an irrevocable stand-by LIC issued by a foreign 
bank, the same shall be confirmed by a reputable local bank. 


Supplier's with pending import-related accountsfiabilty with NFA 
are considered to have bad track record and are not allowed to 
participate in the bid, 


List of Eligibility Requirements and Instructions to Bidders may be 
secured starting October 03, 2007 thru MR. CARLITO б. CO, 
Assistant Department Manager and MR. NESTOR U. PUANGCO, 
Division Chief IIl Directorate for Marketing Operations, 4th Floor, 
Left Wing, Philippine Sugar Center Bldg., North Ave., Diliman, 
Quezon City with telephone numbers 454-1890 and 920-0651. 

The Terms of Reference (TOR) will be available from October 
03, 2007 up to October 22, 2007 except Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays (8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.) upon payment of a non-refundable 
fee of P10,000.00. 


The pre-bidding conference will be held on October 10, 2007 
at 10:00 a.m. at the SRA Social Hall, Philippine Sugar Center 
Building, North Ave., Diliman, Quezon City. 

Submission of bids will be on October 23, 2007 between 
8:00 a.m, to 9:55 a.m. at the SRA Social Hall, Philippine Sugar 
Center Building, North Ave., Diliman, Quezon City. Opening of 
bids will start exactly at 10:00 a.m. 

The NFA shall only accept and award the offer/s and volume of 
yellow corn after confirmation from corn users/buyers. 

The National Food Authority reserves the right to reject any or all 
bid proposals, to waive any required formality or defect therein and 
may accept the bid/s which is deemed most advantageous to the 
Agency. 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Phippno Sugar Cute Bd. North Avenue, Dimon, Quezon лу 
ти No. (2) 4533900983800 10 30 

p 


(Sgd.) LUDOVICO J. JARINA 
Deputy Administrator and 
Chairman, BAC 
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gorota' shouldn't be used for potatoes 


THIS REFERS TO THE ARTICLE to varieties. This demeans and 
onthePhilippines'newpotatovae  denigrates the dignity of an Igoro- 
rieties, the "fruits of intensive re- ta. 
search” conducted by root crop 
experts at Benguet State Universi- 
ty (BSU). (Inguinen, 9/22/07) 
Even though 1 am a true 
Manilefia, I feel strongly against 
the experts’ use of “Igorota” as ће 
official name for one of their pota- 


1 sincerely hope that the BSU 
experts will reconsider renaming 
that variety with another word, 
maybe, one that is suggestive of 
something festive. 
—OLIVE BEGRE, 
prettyo010@yahoo.com.ph 


Abueva’s interest in MSU intriguing 


WE, CONCERNED ALUMNI AND 
stakeholders of Mindanao State 
University, found the letter of Dr. 
Jose Abueva (Inquinen, 9/25/07) 
to be more like a press release. 

Abueva's claims were in stark 
contrast to the realities on the 
ground. We know because we 
spent years in MSU and we're 
from Mindanao and hundreds of 
us recently visited the cam- 
pus—unlike Abueva whose sud- 
den interest in the university's in- 
ternal affairs is intriguing. 

And we would like to know 
from him the various sectors, 
leaders and organizations 
Muslim, Christian and lumad— 
that, he said, want President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to replace Dr. 
Ricardo de Leon as MSU presi 
dent. As of today, the alumni as- 
sociation and all its chapters; the 
deans, faculty, students and ad- 
ministrative staff іп all MSU 
campuses; local community 
leaders, including the Шап City 
Council; prominent Maranao ed- 
Wcators and elders and thou- 
sands of MSU alumni world- 
wide—whether Muslims, Chris- 
tians or lumads—support and 
endorse De Leon. 

The issue isn't leadership or re- 
ligion or personalities or aca- 
demics. Itis not whether Dr. Maca- 
pado Muslim or any other 
Maranao educator is capable or 
not. (Dr. Muslim would probably 
make a future good president.) 
The issue closest to our hearts as 
MSUans is whether all the positive 
changes happening in MSU today 
will continue or not. 

For so long, we alumni held 
back on our donations for campus 
projects because of doubis. Not 
this time, De Leon has our confi- 
dence. 

De Leon not only restored 
peace and order in the campus, he 


also instituted good governance 
and fiscal reforms. In just two 
years, he has rationalized its fi- 
nancial system, arrested. squái- 
ting, built additional classrooms 
and academic facilities, re- 
paired/renovated buildings, re- 
duced the payroll and budget 
deficit, restored electricity and 
water amenities, retooled learn- 
ing centers, constructed parks and 
other infrastructure for social and 
cultural activities, regained the 
confidence of external benefac- 
tors and alumni donors and rekin- 
dled the sense of pride of the MSU 
community, 

Also, under his leadership, the 
admission requirements have 
been standardized; deans and 
faculty are positioned and invest- 
ed based on merit; libraries and 
other instructional resources 
have been restocked; curricula 
strengthened; and the environ- 
ment at MSU is again conducive 
to quality education, The best 
measure, of course, of De Leon's 
academic program is the consis- 
tently high average of MSU grad- 
uates hurdling government ex- 
ams nowadays. 

То insiders, these sterling ac- 
complishments are undeniable. 
Abueva's statement that "the aca- 
demic standards of MSU have 
continued to deteriorate severe- 
ly" is utterly baseless and mis- 
leading. If there is such “deterio- 
ration," it could only be the resid- 
ual effect of the failure of past 
leadership. 

—BOBBY LIM, president, 

MSU Alumni of Manila South 
(National), HALIL LUCMAN, 
executive vice president, MSU 
Alumni Association, 

Rooms 1215-1216, 
Megaplaza Bldg., 

ADB Avenue cor. Garnet Road, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


GMA moving to pacify potential foes 


YOUR COLUMNIST AMANDO 
Doronila hit the nail on the head 
with his Sept. 23 analysis ("Ver- 
dict serves as a warning to GMA, 
too”). 

Having read the condensed ver- 
sion of the Erap plunder decision, 
T could see how easy it would be to 
substitute the name of Joseph 
Estrada with that of any ex-presi- 
dent while retaining almost all of 
the cited jurisprudence and 
lengthy legal discussions. 

However, being smart and 


wily as she always is, President’ 
Macapagal-Arroyo is now proba- 
bly doing her utmost to avoid 
that chilling post-presidential 
scenario by attempting to pacify 
potential enemies before her 
term expires, through whatever 
means necessary. But having said 
that, some of her detractors may 
insist on an eye-for-an-eye ver- 
sion of justice—now that’s an- 
other story. 
—JOHN HILARIO, 
John.hilarto@gmail.com 
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Neri’s intellectual 
and moral dilemma 


BRAVO! THE EDITORIAL “BODYGUARD OF 
lies" (Inquinen, 9/26/07) must be one of the 
best pieces Гуе ever read in 22 years of Inguin- 
та browsing! Herein lies the intellectual and 
‘moral dilemma of Commission on Higher Edu- 
cation Chair Romulo Neri—to serve as a 
“bodyguard of lies” or to expose the light of 
truth. 

As the old Latin adage puts it: "Taciunt con- 
sentire”—To be silent is to agree. But I have no 
doubt Neri, the "Blue Eagle," will soar to moral 
heights and damn plebeian corruption. 

Good job, 1ношаЕя! The editorial put Neri in 
amoral horn of dilemma, 

—RENE TABABA, 
11 Santan St. Mapayapa II, 
Holy Spirit 1107, Quezon City 
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COTABATO CITY—FOUR BUSINESS GROUPS 
have opposed the plan to transfer a Social Se- 
curity System branch here to Kidapawan City 
in North Cotabato. 

The planned transfer of the SSS branch to 
North Cotabato had been approved by the 
555 central office following the alleged 
threat to the lives of its personnel when two 
ofits branch managers were separately shot. 

One died on Sept. 5 while the other sur- 
vived late last year. 

Cris Ferolino, president of the Cotabato City 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said 
thousands of SSS members here and in nearby 
towns of Maguindanao, Shariff Kabunsuan, 
Lanao del Sur and Sultan Kudarat will be de 
prived of the services of the agency. 
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Businessmen oppose transfer 
of SSS office to Kidapawan 


for the sake of thousands of its clients. 

“It will entail extra time, money and effortto, 
transact business if the 555 here is transferred 
to Kidapawan which is a two-hour ride from, 
Cotabato City" said Ferolino, who manages the 
Aboitiz-owned Cotabato Light and Power Co. 

Earlier, members of the city legislative 
council or the Sangguniang Panglungsod, 
headed by Vice Mayor Japal Guiani Jr., also 
passed a similar resolution addressed to the 
SSS main branch in Manila. 

SSS insiders have confided the existence of 
an alleged syndicate engaged in "death benefits 
claim that has posed a security threat to them. 

Reports reaching Mayor Muslimin Sema 
revealed allegations of ап "inside job." 

Charlie C. Зейазе, Inquirer Mindanao 


A girl helps to keep alive a 15-foot pilot whale found stranded Tuesday along Puerto Princesa Bay, Palawan. 
Efforts were launched by local authorities to revive the marine mammal and bring it back to deeper waters. Pilot 
whales and dolphins are common sights around the area and have become а tourist attraction. 


In a meeting at- 
tended by key officers. 
of three other cham- 
bers from the Muslim, 
Flipino-Chinese and 
Metro Cotabato, Fe- 
rolino said, the cham- 
bers were one in com- 
ing up witha jointres- 
olution asking the 
SSS Central Office to 
“reconsider its plan" 
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41% of Negros CARP 
farmers stop tilling 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD CITY—FORTY-ONE PERCENT OF AGRARIAN REFORM * 
beneficiaries in Negros Occidental no longer till the land given to 
them, a study made by the provincial government showed. 


The study found that of the 61,375 bene- 
ficiaries of the Comprehensive Agrarian Re- 
form Program (CARP), 41 percent, or 
25,336, no longer till their land, Jose Ma. 
Valencia, chief of staff of Negros Occidental 
Gov. Joseph Marañon, said yesterday. 


Abandoned farms 

The study also found that CARP beneficia- 
ries near urban areas were more prone to leave 
their lands, perhaps because they could find al- 
temative sources of income, Valencia said. 

Based on the DAR records, there were 
111,752 farm lots distributed but it turned 
out that the figure does not represent the 
number of beneficiaries in Negros Occiden- 
tal, which is far less, Valencia said. 

“That is because the Capitol study shows 
that there are beneficiaries who received 
more than one farm lot, and, in some cases, 
there were individuals with 14 to 15 farm 
lots to their name, he said. 


Partnerships 

Valencia said their survey covered 92 
percent of all the beneficiaries in Negros 
Occidental, with results on the status of 
eight percent, or 8,795, still being awaited. 


Rise in seawater forces t 


evacuation in 


CAMP VICENTELIM, LAGUNA—OVER 400 
families were forced to flee their homes af- 
ter a sudden rise in seawater level inundat- 
ed at least seven coastal villages in Rosario, 
Cavite and San Luis, Batangas late Monday 
night, officials said Tuesday. 

Rosario, Cavite Vice Mayor Jose Rozel Her- 
nandez said residents of Barangays Wawa 1 
and Wawa П sought their assistance after 
their houses near the seashore went under 
waist-deep floodwater at around 10 p.m. 

"Some of the residents said they were al- 
ready sleeping when they realized that 
their houses were swamped by seawater. 
‘They said their beds were already drenched 
when they woke up. The people in the area 
really panicked,” Hernandez said in а mo- 
bile phone interview. 


Worse than Milenyo 

Hernandez said the flashflood was worse 
than what they experienced when Superty- 
phoon “Milenyo” hit their town last year. 

He added: “We're really baffled by what had 
happened. The rains and the wind it brought 
were not that song yesterday (Monday). The 
sudden flooding was really unusu 

He said the local govemment quickly sent res- 
cue teams ro move residents to higher ground. 

At around 2 a.m. Tuesday, 319 families 
were brought to two evacuation centers. 


Hernandez said before the flooding hap- 
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«Тре study, which would be completed this 
month, also showed that the beneficiaries 
‘who went into joint parmerships with their 
former employers are doing better than those 
who ventured out on their own, he said. 

“This is probably because those who 
went into joint ventures have access to farm. 
inputs,” Valencia said. 

The second phase of the survey would fo- 
cus on the 59 percent still tilling their land to 
determine whether CARP has benefited them 
and whether the CARP beneficiaries have 
paid real property taxes and the land amorti- 
zation to the Land Bank of the Philippines. 
Numbers that make the difference 
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However, Land Bank officials said they 
have to ask for clearance from their Manila 
head office before they could release the 
amount of the payments made by the CARP 
beneficiaries and the payment made by the 
bank to the landowners, he said. 

Valencia, however, said the Land Bank 
should disclose the amounts since “these 
are matters of public interest.” 

He also noted that the greatest problem 
of the CARP beneficiaries is the lack of sup- 
port services. 
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ing from the sea off Rosario. 


Ш. Measuring and managing 
program performance 
Service Level 
Occupancy 
Schedule adherence 
Average Speed of Answer (ASA) 
Abandoned calls 
Average Time to Abandon (ATA) 
First Call Resolution (FCR) 
Response Time 
Quality 


IV. Quality vs. Quantit 


ind wh; eed 
Measuring and managing 
agent performance 
Automatic Call Distribution (ACD) calis 
ACD time 
Average Handling Time (AHT) 
After Call Work (ACW) / Wrap-up Time 
Staffed time 
Log-in hours 
* REGISTER: 
A. Complete profile and contact information (PLEASE PRINT). 


Big waves 

"The fishermen feared that tsunami was go- 
ing to occur after they heard that Thailand was 
supposedly hit by an earthquake,” he said. 

Hernandez said the people only calmed 
down when the floodwater receded on 
‘Tuesday morning. 

He said they advised residents to return 
home after they received information from 
higher authorities that the flooding was 
caused by a brief storm surge. 

The vice mayor said less than 20 families 
are still in the evacuation centers as their 
houses were destroyed. 


Fishing destruction 

Vicente Tomazar, chief of the Office of 
Civil Defense in Calabarzon, said aside from 
damaging structures and houses, the flood 
also destroyed 16 fishing boats in Rosario. 

‘Tomazar, however, gave a different ex- 
planation as to what caused the flood. 

“The flash flood in Rosario was caused by 
the rainwater that swelled in higher areas in 
Cavite after continuous rains during the past 
few days. The sudden rise of the seawater in 
the area only aggravated it,” Tomazar said. 

Five fishing communities in San Luis, 
Batangas also experienced the unexpected 
rise ofseawater. Marlon Ramos, Inquirer 
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A HEALTHY mangrove forest along the Balingasay River in Bolinao, Pangasinan provides a perfect backdrop to efforts о save the glant clams. 


Home of giant clams 


Giant clams 
reseeded in 
waters off 
Bolinao 

20 years ago 
are already 
spawning 

in the wild 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
Bolinao, Pangasinan 


HIS IS ONE POPULATION 
growth that no one will mind: 
The giant clams (Tridacna gi- 
gas) reseeded in the waters off Boli- 
nao, Pangasinan, some 20 years ago 
are already spawning in the wild. 
Giant dam meat is considered ап aphrodisi- 
ac in Asia-Pacific countries. Its shells drè used 
as dishes, tools, jewelry and ornaments. The 
earliest uses of these shells меге йт фе bap- 
tismal and Holy Water fonts in old churches. 
Dr. Suzanne Mingoa-Lienanan of the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines Marine Science In- 
stitute (UPMSD, leader of the giant clam 
project, says giant clams have been reseeded 
in more than 50 places in the country. Ten 
demonstration sites have been put up where 
giant clams and corals were transplanted 


with help from local communities. 

Asa result of these efforts to culture and 
restock the species, there are some reports 
of “juvenile recruits” (little clams) of Tri- 
dacna gigas, the largest of the giant clam 
species (1.4 meters), in a few areas. UPMSI 
scientists are verifying these reports. 

Tt seems a long wait, with plenty of chal- 
lenges along the way. Funding was almost 
always scarce and continues to be so. But it 
is all worth it," Licuanan says. 

She has а reason to be happy. Giant clams 
were almost gone from Philippine waters in 
the mid-1980s. Tridacna gigas was consid- 
ered virtually extinct in Philippine waters 
in surveys done in 1985. 

Bolinao residents are also happy about the 
success of the UPMSI project that they want to 
call their town the “home of the giant clams.” 

“Bolinao had always been a home to giant 
clams as shown by the fossilized shells found in 
the town, even on top of the mountains. We 
are proud and thankful to the UPMSI for bring- 
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ing the giant clams back in our waters,” Mar- 
Celeste, an environmental activist, says. 
The UPMSI has a marine laboratory in 
the town. There it cultures giant clams for 
research and seeks to restore the depleted 
population of these giant bivalves. 


Ocean nursery 

Licuanan says giant clams are part of the 
reef ecosystem producing plenty of biomass 
that may serve as food for fish. Fish also 
feed on the clams' wastes. In addition, 
these clams serve as refuge and nursery ar- 
eas for fish and other organisms. 

‘The UPMSI has an ocean nursery in shal- 


THE GIANT clam's 
population in the 
waters of Bolinao, 
Pangasinan is 
increasing, thanks to. 
efforts of the UP 
Marine Science 
Institute. 


low, clear waters off Silaqui Island, about 
an hours boat ride away from Bolinao 
mainland. 

Theinstitute has applied "spawning induc- 
tion techniques" in the field where clam eggs 
are collected and fertilized on the boat. Fertil- 
ized eggs are returned to the clam hatchery 
and reared following culture protocols. 

Licuanan says they have to protect "de- 
fenseless" baby clams in the sea where they 
are vulnerable to predators and humans. 

“We have to monitor them. We need to 
get the numbers,” she says. 

While giant clams spawn eggs by the 
multitude, larval mortality is also high, es- 
pecially in the wild 

'UPMSI scientists want to increase the 
survival rate. That is why larvae are reared 
їп hatchery and culture tanks until they are 
big enough to be on their own. 

The UPMSI started a giant clam ocean 
nursery in Barangay Lucero with help from 
the local government. 

“They can use the area for ecotourism,” 
Licuanan says. The area has about 120 gi- 
ant clams. 

“The local government of Bolinao man- 
ages this nursery which serves as a show- 
case to others as part of its efforts to con- 
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serve and manage this marine resource. 

With this, the large clams in the waters of 
Silaqui will be given some rest from curious 
visitors, allowing the clams to spawn freely 
in the wild without prying eyes," she says. 

Licuanan says many agencies and groups 
are interested in rearing giant clams and 
monitoring their populations, too. 

"We are happy that they wanted to help 
in the conservation program," she says. 

When the Hundred Islands National Park 
was managed by the Philippine Tourism 
Authority, 10,000 clams were reseeded 
around some islands. 

After the park was turned over to 
Alaminos City, thousands of clams remain 
for the city government to manage and pro- 
tect. Another major clam reseeding effort 
was done between 2002 and 2004 with 
funds from a Pew Foundation grant. 


Early days 

Licuanan says the Philippines was one of 
the pioneers in Southeast Asia in giant clam 
culture. 

"The project began when the Australian gov- 
‘emment searched for partners among Asia-Pa- 
cific countries to study and propagate the Tri- 
dacna gigas. Then UPMSI director Edgardo 
Gomez led the giant 
dam culture and re- 
stocking program. 

The Philippines 
was the only collab- 
orating country that 
persisted in pursu- 
ing the project after 
the funds from Aus- 
пайа and later 
Canada ran out. 

Licuanan says in 
the mid-B0s, the 
UPMSI and the Silli- 
man University Ma- 
rime Laboratory 
(SUML) in Du- 
maguete City sur- 
veyed the status of 
giant clam stocks in 
the country. 

Their studies 
showed traces of ex- 
tinction of Tridacna 
gigas, T. derasa (the 
second largest giant 
dam species, also 
called smooth ог 
southern giant clam), 
Hippopus hippopus 
(strawberry Сат) 
and Hippopus porcel- 
lanus (China clam). 

At about the same 
time, the giant clam 
hatchery was started 
in Bolinao, where 
UPMSI put up a ma- 
rine station. Licua- 
nan left the country 
to pursue her doc- 
torate in Australia 
where she studied 
giant clams. She re- 
turned in 1990 and 
got involved with 
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"Very productive 2-day learning!” - Maria Alma Nimfa Sayas 


‘Agnes “Aggie” Sarthou, Ph.D. brings with her a wealth, 
Edan, Janssen Pharmaceutica 


of corporate and training experience on disciplines of 
management, organization visioning, strategic planning 
as well skills on leadership, communication, people 
handling and values. 


the project. 

The UPMSI and 
SUML did indepen- 
dent and parallel 
search, exchanging 
cultured clam stocks 
for research and re- 
stocking activities. 

The офег giant 
dam species in the 
Philippines are the 
Tridacna squamosa, 
Tridacna тахіта 
and Tridacna crocea, 
which still have large 
populations in some 
parts in the country. 
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- Alvin B. Pascual, Smart Communications, Inc. 
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GMA inaugurates Razon container terminal in Shandong 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
SHANGHAI (VIA PLDT)— 
There will be no other trade 
agreements signed during the 
two-day visit of President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo to China. 

But Ms Arroyo will inaugu- 
rate a container terminal in 
Shandong province. 

‘The port is now being operat- 
ed by a corporation owned by 
businessman Enrique Razon. 

Former Socioeconomic Secre- 
tary Romulo Neri said in his re- 
cent testimony in the Senate 


that the powerful businessman 
was the one who had threatened 
him against allowing a rival to 
get into Manila's port business. 
Neri had apparently earned 
the ire of Razon, chair and presi- 
dent of ICTSI which operates at 
the Manila International Con- 
tainer Terminal, because of 
Neri's fierce advocacy of the lib- 
eralization of Manila's lucrative 
but monopolistic port services. 
Ms Arroyo, who arrived here 
yesterday morning, will fly to 
Shandong today to personally 
witness what she described as 


the "inauguration of the Fil 
ipino joint venture at the con- 
tainer terminal." 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye said the joint venture be- 
tween Filipinos and Chinese 
businessmen was the “first pro- 
ject of ICTSI (International 
Container Terminal Services, 
Inc.) in China.” 


Takeover 

“None that I know of,” said 
Bunye, when asked by the IN- 
ОшаЕА about other possible 
deals with Chinese investors to 


be signed during the visit. 

ICTSI has a 60-percent stake 
(RMB 389.1 million) in Yantai 
Rising Dragon International 
Container Terminals Ltd. (YR- 
DICT), which formally took over 
operations of the Yantai Gang- 
tong Container Terminal in 
Shandong province on April 3. 
(USS1 is equivalent to RMB 7.5.) 

The takeover of the terminal 
came after ICTSI received regu- 
latory approvals from the Chi- 
nese government, according to 
documents provided by ICTSI. 

ICTSI said it entered into a 


“framework agreement" with 
Yantai Port Group Company Ltd. 
and SDIC Communications Co. 
to purchase a 60-percent joint- 
venture stake in Yantai Gangtong 
Container Terminal Co. Ltd, 
which was renamed YRDICT. 

YRDICT will operate berths 
38 and 39 of the container ter- 
minal in the port of Yantai, a pre- 
fecture-level city in Shandong. 

The port is the largest fishing 
seaport in the northeastern 
province. 

"ICTSI has already made the 
first payment if RMB 116.7 mil- 


Razon now most powerful businessman, says JDV son 


From page Al 


Gentleman Jose Miguel Arroyo,” 
De Venecia told the INQUIRER. 

De Venecia has accused the 
Presidents husband of thrust- 
ing a finger at his face and 
telling him to "back off" from 
pursuing the National Broad- 
band Network (NBN) deal. Ar- 
royo has denied De Venecia's al- 
legation. 

The government eventually 
awarded the $329-million con- 
tract for the NBN project to Chi- 
паз ZTE Corp. 

“We know he (Razon) is rich 


but I don't know how much he 
has contributed to her cam- 
paign,” said Юе Venecia, 
founder-owner of Amsterdam 
Holdings Inc., which submitted 
an unsolicited offer to under- 
take the NBN project. 


No. | in Forbes Asia 

Razon is ranked No. 11 on 
Forbes Asia's list of 40 richest 
Filipinos, with a personal for- 
tune of $285 million. 

He reportedly served as trea- 
surer of the administration's 
‘Team Unity coalition in the May 
senatorial elections. 


De Venecia claimed that even 
his father, Speaker Jose de 
Venecia Jr, did not escape Ra- 
zon's tongue-lashing. 

“I saw him (Razon) shouting 
atmy father in our house. Imag- 
ine that," the younger De Vene- 
cia said. But he said he could 
not remember what his father 
and Razon were arguing about. 

At the Senate hearing last 
week on the ZTE deal, Neri told 
the senators that Razon con- 
fronted him at a party in the 
Forbes Park residence of the 
Speaker's mother-in-law. 

"During that party he accos- 


ted me, in effect telling me that 
you will allow Harbour Centre 
to operate over my dead body,” 
Neri quoted Razon as telling 
him. 

Neri had proposed to break 
the oligopoly at Manila's ports 
by allowing Harbour Centre to 
handle the lucrative twenty- 
foorequivalent unit (ТЕО) 
shipping container business 
currently limited to Razon's 
ICTSI at the Manila Internation- 
al Container Terminal and 
Asian Terminal Inc. at the South 
Harbor. 

Harbour Centre runs the port 


terminal at the former Smokey 
Mountain. 


House help witnesses 

De Venecia Ш claimed that 
several of their househelp wit- 
nessed the incident in which Ra- 
zon hurled invectives at Neri. 

Shortly after the incident, the 
younger De Venecia noted that 
Neri was transferred by the Pres- 
ident to the Commission on 
Higher Education (CHEd) even 
though his core competence was 
economics and not education. 

Neri was named chair of 
СНЕ in the last week of July. 


lion in accordance with the agree 
ment. ICTS! is funding this acqui- 
sition with internally generated 
funds and with proceeds from the 
private placement and sale of 
some 300 million ICTSI shares by 
another subsidiary, ICTSI Ware- 
housing, Inc,” ICTSI said. 

The registered capital of YGCT 
is RMB 600 million, it added. 

In her departure statement, 
Ms Arroyo said her visit to Chi- 
na underscored that her admin- 
istration was “aggressive in 
seeking multilateral and bilat- 
eral trade relationships.” 


De Venecia said Ms Arroyos 
tolerance of Razon's ill-treatment 
of Neri did not come as a surprise 
considering that she apparently 
did nothing after Neri told her of 
the P200-million bribe offered to 
him by then Commission on Elec- 
tions Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. 

ICTSI has port terminals in 
Manila, Subic, Batangas and Gen- 
eral Santos City. It also operates 
ports in Japan, Indonesia, Poland, 
Brazil, Syria and Madagascar 

In March this year, ICTSI dis- 
closed that it had won another 
port contract abroad, this time 
in Ecuador. 


No TRO on ‘Hello Garci’ probe; high court grills petitioners 


From page Al 


heroes of the day if, instead of asking the 
court to prohibit the Senate investigation, 
they insist that the Senate play the tapes be- 
cause the contents involve the integrity of 
the electoral process,” Gutierrez told 
lawyers Mario Ongkiko and Manuel 
Lazaro. 

The justices also questioned the 
standing of Ranada and Agcaoili to file 
the petition, saying the two would suffer 
no direct injury if the "Hello Garci" 
tapes were played and the hearings con- 
tinued. 

Gutierrez said the petitioners filed the 
suit as taxpayers, citizens and members of 
the Integrated Bar of the Philippines, but 
presented no claim that there was an illegal 
disbursement of funds for the inquiry, or 
how much was spent for it. 

Agcaoili said they were invoking judi- 
cial supremacy, including the power of 
the court to allocate constitutional 
boundaries 

Gutierrez also said the petitioners did 
not talk to any of the parties whose conver- 
sations were recorded, and wondered why 
the retired justices were taking up the cud- 
gels for them. 


Petitioners not parties in tapes 

The petitioners are not even parties in 
the recorded conversations, Justice Anto- 
nio Carpio pointed our. 

But according to Ongkiko, the issue will 
affect the general public, whose right to р 
уасу may be set aside when the Senate i 
vokes its power to conduct inquiries in aid 
of legislation. 

"In a personal sense, the petitioners 
would not suffer. But in the general sense, 
everybody would be affected who may be 
tapped in their private conversations," he 
said. 

Gutierrez also asked Ongkiko whether 
cleaning up the electoral process was 
more important than the right to privacy 
that would supposedly be violated if the 
tapes of the purported phone conversa- 
tions between President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo and then Election Commissioner Vir- 
gilio Garcillano during the 2004 presi- 
dential election were played during the 
Senate hearings. 

“Should not compelling state interest ... 
override the right of a person to privacy? 
What's more important, the cleansing of 
the election process to avoid fraud or the 
right to privacy?" she said. 

Ongkiko said the issue was whether the 
Senate could violate a law to achieve a cer- 
tain purpose. 

"It all boils down to whether the end 
would justify the means," he said. 


Violation of privacy 

Ranada and Agcaoili had asked the 
high court to stop the Senate inquiry in- 
to the "Hello Garci" tapes on the 
grounds that the use of the recordings 
would violate a person's right to priva- 
су, 

They had also said the rules of ргосе- 
dure necessary for the conduct of in- 
quiries in aid of legislation had not yet 
been published. 

Ongkiko told the high court that another 
issue was whether a person's right to priva- 
cy could be invaded by Congress’ power to 
conduct investigations. 

He said a person's right to privacy could 
not be sacrificed, and that the use of the 
tapped conversations would violate both 
the Constitution and the Anti-Wirerapping 
Law. 


Lazaro said that in filing the petition, the 
retired justices did not want the lawmakers 
“to become lawbreakers." 


Concern for the law 

Justice Ruben Reyes also asked whether 
playing the “Hello Garci” tapes at the Sen- 
ate hearings would better serve the public 
interest. 

Agcaoili said he and Ranada were not so 
much concerned about personalities as 
about the law. He said the mere playing of 
the tapes of recorded conversations was al- 
ready a crime. 

Justice Adolf Azcuna also asked whether 
the Senate could invoke public interest to 
play the tapes, and whether the senators 
could just turn state witnesses if they were 
charged with violating the Anti-Wiretap- 
ping Law. 

Ongkiko said he thought that was possi- 
ble. 

Justice Consuelo Ynares Santiago said 
the playing of the recordings in the media 
could mean that the contents had become 
public knowledge. 

Ongkiko said it had to be established 
that it was the original tape that was 
played. He added: “I'm not prepared to 
admit that the enforcement of constitu- 
tional rights will be moot and academic 
just because the media overplayed its 
hand. And anybody who played the tape 
is liable for prosecution." 

But Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr. pointed 
out that the petitioners did not raise the 
constitutionality of the issue “at the earliest 
possible time," or in June 2005, when Press 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye first played the 
tapes before the media 


Rules on Senate probes 

On the question of whether the rules 
governing Senate inquiries in aid of leg- 
islation needed to be published, Chief 
Justice Reynato Puno said it was the Sen- 
ate's inherent power to conduct investi- 
gations, even without the publication of 
the rules. 

Puno said the constitutional provision re- 
quiring the Senate to publish the rules did 
not limit its inherent power to conduct in- 
quiries. 

"It merely says if there are rules, it must 
be complied with. It does not say if there 
are no rules, there is no investigation,” he 
said. 

But Lazaro said the Senate inquiry was 
“tainted with some doubts as to its validi- 
ty" because of the nonpublication of the 
rules. 

He said publication of the rules was nec- 
essary so that those invited to the hearings 
could ensure that their rights would not be 
violated. 

He added that without the rules, the con- 
duct of the hearings was premature, 

But Puno said the rules were intended 
to ensure orderliness, and that the rights 
of persons invited to hearings could be 
protected by the Constitution and the 
law. 

On the other hand, Pimentel told the 
court that contrary to Ranada and Ag- 
caoili's claim, the Senate had actually 
caused the publication of the rules in 
major newspapers in 1992, 1995 and 
2006. 

He said no changes in the rules had been 
made since then. 


Wireless communication 

Carpio said the Anti-Wiretapping Law, 
which had not been amended since the 
1960s, did not cover wireless communica- 
tion involving cellular phones. 


In wireless communication, the 
voice is transmitted through the air- 
waves, which are considered pub- 
lic, he said. 

But Ongkiko said the phone con- 
versations in the "Hello Garci” tapes 
could have been captured using a 
recorder, the use of which is prohib- 
ited under the law. 

Justice Leonardo Quisumbing 
said the Senate inquiry might not 
be in aid of legislation, but might be 
for political destabilization 

In that case, he said, the pro- 
ceedings would be political and 
the court could then not inter- 
fere. 


Detective work 
Justice Renato Corona tomment- 


ed that policemen and prosecutors 
at the Department of Justice could 


do a better job of uncovering the 
truth behind the "Hello Garci" scan- 
dal than the senators. 

“Isn’t that detective work?" 
Corona asked of Pimentel, who 
argued that the Senate had 
aimed to find out the identity of 
the persons in the tapped conver- 
sations. 

"Has that not yet been ferreted 
out by the House? Is that your job as 
senators?" Corona said. "There are 
people who can do better jobs at 
that, like the police and the DOJ 
prosecutors." 

Pimentel said there was no politi- 
cal agenda involved in the Senate 
inquiry into the issue. 

“The hearings could resolve 
the implications of the Anti- 
Wiretapping Law on the elec- 
tions and the conduct of military 


officers with regard to this law,” 
he said. 


No legal standing 

Ina 15-minute speech interrupted by 
a power outage that lasted throughout 
the session, Pimentel said Ranada and 
Agcaoili did not have the legal standing 
to question the Senate hearings. 

“Clearly, the petitioners are not 
the subjects [of the wiretapping],” 
he said. 

He pointed out that only the sub- 
jects involved in the phone conver- 
sations—"Ma'am” and  Garcil 
lano—could cause the prosecution 
of those who had violated the Artti- 
Wiretapping Law. Г 

“They have not complained, andit is 
safe to say that they have waived their. 
right to privacy" Pimentel said. With a 
report from Margaux C. Ortiz. 
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AND NOW FOR THE GOOD NEWS: President Arroyo delivers the good news about the Philippines to Chinese leaders led by President Hu Jintao. Ms Arroyo "sees China, which is the fastest growing economy in the 
region, asa friend of the Philippines. 


GMA: NBN deal is dead 


From page А! 
don't want to use any word other 
than what was used by the Presi- 
dent,” but quickly added, “when 
you cannot continue again, tapas 
kana (its finished).” 

Bunye, who was with Ms Ar- 
royo during the meeting with 
Bü at the Xi Jiao Guesthouse 
here soon after the Philippine 
contingent arrived from Mani- 
Ja; said that Ms Arroyo "counted 
on the good relations between 
our two countries for under- 
standing.” 


Cyber education 


Bunye said nothing about the 
fate of a much bigger con- 
tract—the Cyber Education 
Project (CEP)—which was 
signed together with the NBN 
deal at the Haikou International 
Airport in Hainan on April 21 in 
the presence of Ms Arroyo. 

The CEP is also supposed to 
be funded by China. 


Softloan 

The NBN project, which 
sought to link national agencies 
with local government units 
through a high-capacity telecom- 
münications network, was to be 


funded by China through a soft 
loan, which would have carried 
an interest rate of 3 percent 
payable in 20 years. 

It was China that named as 
contractor Zhong Xing Telecom- 
munications Equipment (ZTE) 
Corp., a state-owned telecom- 
munications company listed on 
the Shenzhen and Hong Kong 
stock exchanges. 

Asked about Низ reply, Bunye 
said: "We're gratified that Presi- 
dent Hu offered understanding 
when he said that our relation- 
ship is in very good shape.” 

On Sept. 22, Ms Arroyo sus- 
pended the implementation of 
the NBN and Cyber Education 
projects, blaming "political 
noise" for her decision. Earlier, 
the Supreme Court issued a tem- 
porary restraining order on the 
implementation of the project. 

The deal has been marred by 
allegations that it was over- 
priced, tainted with bribe offers 
and was not necessary. 


First casualty 

The President's husband was 
linked to the deal when the 
owner of a losing project propo- 
nent, Jose “Joey” de Venecia III, 


accused him of shoving a finger William Go, Cabinet officials and 
at him and telling him to “back local government executives, ar- 
off” of the project. rived at 9 a.m. here—considered 
‘The controversy claimed its first the engine of growth of Chi- 
casualty on Monday when Ben- na—via a chartered Philippine 
Jamin Abalos St. resigned as chair Airlines flight for the first leg of a 
ofthe Commission on Elections. two-nation swing that will take 
De Venecia had accused Aba- them to India. 
los of brokering the ZTE deal Bunye told reporters that Hu, 
and of offering him $10 million who was talking with Ms Ar- 
to withdraw his company's un- royo through an interpreter, 
solicited proposal. said that “the Philippines has 
Abalos was also accused by been a great ally.” 
Romulo Neri, former director "1 believe that President Ar- 
general of the National Eco- royo was able to present the 
nomic and Development Au- large picture to the satisfaction 
thority, of offering him P200 of President Hu. The Chinese 
million in exchange for his en- president offers understanding 
dorsementoftheZTE proposal. for the decision taken by Presi- 
At a Senate hearing last dent Arroyo,” said Bunye. 
week, Neri invoked executive Hu cited the efforts of the for- 
privilege in refusing to answer eign ministers of both countries 
questions about Ms Arroyos "to work outa joint program for 
role in the deal. cooperation” in the aftermath 
Abalos has vehemently denied of the ZTE fiasco, according to 
De Venecia and Neri’sallegations Ms Arroyo's spokesperson. 
that he offered them bribes. EEG 
TheSenatehasvowedtocon. China's National Day 
tinue its probe ofthe ZTE deal. Випуе said Hu also endorsed 
“the efforts of our trade minis- 
Great ally ters for developing a five-year 
Ms Arroyo, along with top Chi- economic development pro- 
nese-Filipino businessmen led by gram to provide clear guide- 
Lucio Tan, George Ty and Ппез for cooperation.” 


Itwas Ms Arroyo who person- 
ally raised the ZTE issue at the 
meeting after the usual formali- 
ties. 

Ms Arroyo described China as 
the fastest-growing country in 
the region and the world. 

Ms Arroyo also greeted China 
on its 58th anniversary of the 
ascension of the Communist 
Party of China to power follow- 
ing a bloody revolution. 

china is holding a National 
Day, a weeklong holiday to 
commemorate the historic 
event. 


One-China policy 

“The Philippines sees China's 
rise as a significant opportunity 
for the Philippines. At this 
point, the President reiterated 
the strict adherence of the 
Philippines to the one-China 
policy, which was very much ap- 
preciated by President Hu. The 
President described that our re- 
lationship has been one that is 
characterized by respect, con- 
sultation and mutual benefit,” 
Bunye said. 

“At this juncture, that's when 
she injected the issue of the 
NBN project. What stood out 
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there was the term diff 
cult—‘itwas a difficult decision 
not to continue with the NBN 
project.’ She volunteered that 
after they went through the dif- 
ferent topics,” he said. 

Other issues discussed at the 
meeting were Hu's appreciation 
for Ms Arroyo's presence at the 
Special Olympics World Sum- 
mer Games (both leaders 
opened the 10-day games last 
night in a colorful ceremony at 
the Shanghai Stadium; story on 
this page), prospects for Chi- 
mese investors, especially in 
mining and other "sunrise in- 
dustries," Bunye said. 

He said the Chinese president 
understood Ms Arroyo's deci- 
sion because of Trade Secretary 
Peter Favila's "back channel- 
ing,” which “preceded even his 
(Favila's) announcement last 
week about the decision not to 
continue with the contract." 

“This is just one item out of a 
wider spectrum of relationship. 
The Chinese president de- 
scribed the efforts now being 
undertaken jointly by the for- 
eign ministers and by the trade 
ministers,” Ms Arroyo's 
spokesperson said. 


Palace wants Senate to stop NBN deal investigation 


By Norman Bordadora 
and Jocelyn R. Uy 


NOW THAT THE IMPEACH- 
ment case against Benjami 
Abalos Sr. is dead, Malacañang 
wants the Senate to stop its 
vestigation of the controversial 
$329-million contract for the 
National Broadband Network 
(NBN) project. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita yesterday told reporters 
hei saw по more need for the 
Senate investigation following 
President | Macapagal-Arroyo’s 
suspension of the deal and Aba- 
lof quitting as Commission on 
Elections chair. 

Abalos is accused of brokering 
thd deal and of offering bribes to 
а Businessman and a Cabinet of- 
ficial so that China's ZTE Corp. 
could bag the NBN contract. 

His resignation on Monday 
brought the impeachment case 
filed against him last week to an 
abfupt end. 

The resignation of Abalos, 
however, has cleared an obsta- 
cle that would have prevented 


the Office of the Ombud:man 
from investigating his role in 
the ZTE deal. 

Assistant Ombudsman Mark Ja- 
landoni said Abalos could fall un- 
der the jurisdiction of the antigraft 
body which recently created a spe- 
cial panel in response to a lawyers 
request to investigate Abalos. 

Being the Comelec chair 
then, Abalos was an impeach- 
able official, whom the anti- 
graft body could not go after. 

Presidential Legal Adviser 
Sergio Apostol said the Senate 
inquiry may only serve to sup- 
port the tendency of senators to 
play to the gallery on national 
television. 

‘The senators want to continue 
the ZTE-NBN probe primarily to 
press former Socioeconomic Plan- 
ning Secretary Romulo Neri to 
shed light on Ms Arroyo's role in 
the award of the contract to ZTE. 

Neri told the Senate last week 
that Abalos offered him P200 
million in exchange for his sup- 
port for ZTE undertaking the 
project aimed at linking govern- 
ment agencies with local govern- 


‘ment units through ahigh-capac- “Perhaps there is still rele- 
ity telecommunications network. vance to the blue ribbon com- 

Abalos vehemently denied mittee but the center of the in- 
Neri’s allegation. vestigation is the role of the 

Neri, director general of the [Comelec] chairman. Now that 
National Economic and Devel- the object of their investigation 
‘opment Authority (Neda) when has- left, what's the relevance 
the NBN project was approved, (of the inquiry)?" Ermita said 
said that he told Ms Arroyo after he saw Ms Arroyo off at 
about the bribe offer and that the airport for her trip to China. 
she advised him to reject it. The Senate has conducted 

Invoking executive privilege, several hearings on the ZTE 
Neri refused to answer senators’ deal since Sept. 18. 
questions on details of his phone Ermita said the political oppo- 
conversation with the President. — sition was expected to exploit is- 

Had Abalos kept his post, the sues that may be used to under- 
impeachment tial would not mine the Arroyo administration 
have allowed government offi- — "Is not really that abnormal 
cials to invoke executive privilege because thats the reason why 
and withhold information like we havea minority and a major- 
Neri did at the Senate last week. — ity" Ermita said. 

“With the order of the Presi- Тһе senators want Neri to 
dent to suspend the ZTE contract, face the Senate anew in an at- 
does the investigation still have tempt to make him spill the 
relevance particularly to the join beans on Ms Arroyo's role in the 
committee on trade and national approval of the ZTE contract. 
defense?" Ermita told reporters. Apostol said senators were 

Before Ms Arroyo suspended only focusing on the ZTE inves- 
the project, the Supreme Court tigation for the publicity. 
issued a temporary restraining “They are only for media hype. 
orderonitsimplementation. You remove the media, (go 


check) if there (would still be) an 
investigation," the President's le- 
gal adviser told reporters. 

Asked if some senators were 
publicity hungry, Apostol said: 
“АП of them." 

The Senate has had enough 
chance to ask Neri questions that. 
he may answer without violating 
the Presidents executive privi- 
lege, according to Apostol. 

"Senators are never satis- 
fied,” he said of the senators’ 
plan to ask Neri to again face 
the ZTE-NBN inquiry. 

“(Neri) has had enough. They 
asked him questions for 12 
hours," Apostol said. 


Nothing more to say 

The former Neda director gen- 
eral on Sunday said he had noth- 
ing more to say to the Senate. 

Ermita said Abalos’ resigna- 
tion should start easing the po- 
litical tension caused by the 
ZTE-NBN scandal. 

“If the chairman did not re- 
sign, perhaps we'd still be talk- 
ing (about the issue) every day,” 
Ermita said. 


“If it will lessen the destabi- 
lized political situation, defi- 
nitely that is a positive political 
development and thats what 
we want to happen," he said. 

Apostol said: "The Palace ex- 
pects the controversy to die 
down." 

Asked about the possibility of 
the former Comelec chair turn- 
ing into a whistle-blower 
against Ms Arroyo, Apostol said 
Abalos "is an honorable man." 


Three complaints 

Last week, lawyer Emesto 
Francisco Jr. asked the Office of 
the Ombudsman to probe Abalos 
and the Presidents husband, 
Jose Miguel "Mike" Arroyo, on 
their connection to the ZTE deal. 

The request was the first of 
three NBN-related complaints 
filed with the antigraft body. 

The first was filed by the Na- 
tional Bureau of Investigation 
against Emmanuel Ang, the com- 
mercial attaché who supposedly 
lost copies of the ZTE contract 
hours after these were signed on 
April 21 in Boao, China. 


From pageAl 
Coupon, or even a movie 
фаз. 

, The newly installed chief 
of the Philippine National Po- 
lice yesterday issued this 
stern reminder to hundreds 
of individuals to whom he 
had handed out his business 
бага throughout his 33 years 
in the service. 

“Ic is not a license to com- 
фи any infraction of the law, 
ог even (enjoy) free entrance 
to movie houses ог wherev- 
èr” PNP Director General 
Avelino Razon told reporters. 


PNP chief: My calling card not 


Razon, who formally suc- 
ceeded retiring Director Gener- 
al Oscar Calderon on Monday, 
was asked at a press conference 
in Camp Crame how he intend- 
ed to deal with influence ped- 
dlers or name-droppers, espe- 
cially motorists who would 
show off such police VIP cards 
when stopped for traffic viola- 
tions. 

"The reason we are giving the 
cards is for the recipients to 
know where to send their corre- 
spondence, where they can call, 
e-mail or text us. The purpose is 
to bring the PNP commanders 


and personnel closer to ourpeo- a steady stream of visitors, in- 
ple," he said cluding people looking for jobs. 
Razon surmised that he had “We are open to everyone, 
given out hundreds of calling and if anyone asks for our help 
cards since his days in the de- we put the request through the 
funct Philippine Constabulary. process,” he said. Yet later, he 
Before his appointment to the sighed: "Well, the PNP is not an 
PNP’ highest post, he served аз employment agency.” 
its deputy chief for administra- Ас the press conference, Ra- 
tion, commander for the Nation- zon also disclosed his plan to re- 
al Capital Region, and chief of word the ranks of police offi- 
the Western Police District cov- cers. 
ering the city of Manila. ‘According to his “Comman- 
ders Manual,” basically an out- 
Notemploymentagency line of his programs as PNP 
On his second day as PNP chief, a “Police Officer" will be- 
chief, Razon reported receiving come a “Patrol Officer,” while 


meal coupon, movie pass, etc. 


"Senior Police Officer" will be 
changed to “Supervising Police 
Officer.” 

"The change is meant to con- 
vey the real duties and responsi- 
bilities of our police personnel. 
When we call them ‘patrol offi- 
cers’ we know that their respon- 
sibility is to patrol our streets,” 
he explained. 


Rename TMG 

“Supervising Police Officer,” 
on the other hand, would con- 
note that the officer supervises 


a group of policemen, he 
added. 


Razon also proposed re- 
naming the Traffic Manage- 
ment Group (TMG) as "High- 
way Patrol Group.” 

The TMG is the PNP's lead 
unit against highway robbery 
and car theft—and rarely 
gets involved in traífic man- 
agement, he pointed out. 

"So it should be (called) 
‘highway patrol' since its job 
is (to maintain) police visibil- 
ity in our highways,” he ex- 
plained. 

The PNP law may have to 
be amended to make such 
changes, Razon said. 
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Probe of Inquirer, four senators 
sought over leak on secret meeting 


From page Al 


tors’ questions regarding President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo and her role in the deal. 

Quoting four sources, the INQUIRER re- 
ported in its Sept. 30 issue that Neri was 
“on the verge" of disclosing what he knew 
when Arroyo intervened and said Neri 
should be allowed to avail himself of a legal 
counsel of his choice. 

Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya was 
subsequently asked to join the executive 
session at the membersonly Senate 
lounge, the INQumem reported. 

“The story is a complete falsehood. I say 
sowitha firm conviction," Arroyo said ashe 
introduced his proposed resolution during 
yesterday's Senate session. 

"Almost all the senators were present in 
that executive session. The question arises: 
Were four senators the four sources of the 
Inguiner report? Did four senators peddle 
the falsehoods that became the basis of the 
Inoue article?" he said. 


Sacrosanct 

Holding а copy of the моль Sept. 30 is- 
sue, Arroyo said the report had "destroyed 
the sacrosanetness of the executive session.” 

He said the Senate should investigate the 
violation of the gag rule, or “no one will be- 
lieve the confidentiality and sacrosanctness. 
of executive sessions” anymore. 

Senators Miriam  Defensor-Santiago, 
Juan Ponce Enrile, Benigno Aquino III and 
Francis Escudero readily backed Arroyo's 
resolution for an inquiry. 

Enrile went further, saying the Senate 
could and should cite Inquiner reporter 
Juliet Labog-Javellana for contempt, unless 
she revealed her sources. 

He also challenged Arroyo to support 
him in amending or repealing the law pro- 
tecting journalists from being forced to 
name their sources. 

Enrile was referring to Republic Act No. 
53, which states that the publisher, editor 
or reporter of any newspaper, magazine or 
periodical of general circulation cannot be 
‘compelled to reveal the source of any infor- 
mation related to him/her in confidence. 


‘Borderline case’ 

Arroyo agreed with Enrile that the Sen- 
ate could cite Javellana for contempt in or- 
der to compel her to reveal her sources. But. 
he stopped short of asking the Senate to ac- 
tually cite Javellana. 

“This is a borderline case. I have not giv- 
en much thought to it. But there must be 
some power the Senate has to enable [it] to 
get to the root of [this matter]," he said. 

Enrile belied the Inquinen report, saying 
he was seated beside Arroyo during the ex- 
ecutive session. 

“I thought you were already asleep,” En- 
rile told Arroyo. 

‘Aquino and Escudero said that since the 
report was false anyway, the complaint 
should be for slander or libel “by some of 
our colleagues against Senator Arroyo.” 

“If it's entirely false, how could the rule 
on executive sessions have been violated?” 
Aquino said. 

Said Escudero: “Nobody made any inter- 
vention in the executive session. It was a 
free-flowing discussion; there was not even 
an argument.” 


Lacson resolution 

‘Sen. Panfilo Lacson said he would file his 
own resolution calling for an inquiry into 
the leak. 

“Lam one with other senators who felt of- 
fended when details came out. Nonetheless, T 
feel that not only those who made the leak vio- 
lated the [secrecy] rules on executive sessions, 
butan official of Malacafiang as well,” he said. 

Lacson had questioned Andaya's presence 
at the executive session, saying it "virtually 
defeated the purpose of the executive caucus, 
which was to allow Neri to speak unhindered 
with nobody pulling his string.” 

‘According to Arroyo, Andaya and Deputy 
Secretary Manuel Gaite attended the execu- 
tive session because Sen. Alan Cayetano, chair 
of the blue ribbon committee and of the in- 
quiry into the ZTE deal, had told Neri that he 
could bring along legal counsel of his choice. 

Aside from the senators, Rodolfo Noel 
Quimbo, director general ofthe blue ribbon 
committee, was also present, Arroyo said. 


Ethics committee 

Sen. Pia Cayetano offered to take Ar- 
royo's complaint to the ethics committee, 
‘which she has agreed to chair. 

Under Senate rules (Section 128 Rule 
ПУП), those present in an executive session 
cannot divulge what transpired unless two- 
thirds of the members vote to lift the ban. 

A senator who violates the confidentiali- 
ty rule may be expelled upon a two-thirds 
vote of all the senators. 

“The accusation is quite serious. But 1 am 
hopeful that my colleagues [and I], on our own, 
‘could still arrive at a consensus without having 
to go through a drawn-out public inquiry and to 
resort to drastic measures," Cayetano said. 


Challenge to PDI 
Arroyo challenged the Inquirer to waive 


its right to invoke RA 53, 
The senator said the Inquirer had been at 
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the forefront of the campaign to compel 
Neri to reveal his conversations with the 
Presidenton the ZTE deal. 

"The IvguiRER cannot maintain the moral 
high ground if it will not allow Ms Javellana 
to reveal her sources and hide behind the 
cloak that reporters cannot be compelled to 
reveal their sources,” Arroyo said. 

He said the report had compromised the 
Senate's powers to extract sensitive infor- 
mation from its resource persons during an 
executive session. 

"Some of us violated the rules. Can we 
not punish them? How can we investigate 
others if we can't investigate ourselves?" he 
said, adding: 

"Only then can we reassure the public 
that we can follow our own rules.” 


Inquirer 
statement 


THE INQUIRER STANDS BY ITS STORY. 

The Inquirer cannot be com- 
pelled to reveal the identities of its 
sources since the information 
related to the Inquirer was given 
in confidence and on condition of 
anonymity. 

According to Republic Act No. 
53, as amended, otherwise known 
as the Sotto Law, the publisher, 
editor, columnist or reporter of 
any newspaper, magazine or 
periodical of general circulation 
cannot be compelled to reveal the 
source of any news report or 
information appearing in said 
publication which was related in 
confidence to such publisher, 
editor or reporter. 
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woman found 
dead in condo 


By Tina б. Santos and Р] Yap. 


AFORMER NATIONAL BUREAU 
of Investigation agent and his 
employee were found dead in- 
side a condominium unit in 
Makati City Monday afternoon. 


Lawyer Angelito Magno, NBI Special Ac- 
tion Unit chief, identified the victims as 
Edgardo Veloso, manager of Marzan Trad- 
ing Co. who used to work for the bureau as 
a special investigator, and Rachel Uy, one of 
his employees. 

Their bodies, which had already started 
to decompose, bore several stab wounds. 
Their faces were also covered with T-shirts. 

According to Magno, the victims were 
found at 2:30 p.m. the other day in Veloso's 
unit at the AHS Building on Calatagan cor- 
ner Guernica Streets in Barangay Palanan. 

Uy was on lying on the bed while Veloso 
was on the floor. Both were fully clothed. 

Their bodies were discovered by the NBI 
а day after Veloso's wife asked them for 
help, saying her husband had been missing 
since Friday. 

“She said she could not contact Edgar 
and she feared that he had been kid- 


napped," Magno told reporters. 

“At the same time, we also received a re- 
port about a female employee of Marzan 
‘Trading Co. who had gone missing at about 
the same time as Edgar. 

A relative of Veloso also went to the vic- 
бп? unit, which was located just one floor 
above the latter's office. 

He immediately called up the NBI after 
he smelled a foul odor coming from the 
room, 

According to the NBI, there were no signs 
of forcible entry or robbery. 

"Only Veloso's wallet and cell phone 
were apparently missing. Everything else 
was in place, including the woman's jewel- 
1y" Magno said, adding that the victims 
could have been killed by a lone suspect. 

He said that the NBI is now looking at 
several angles, including the cases Veloso 
handled when he was still with the NBI, 
business rivalry or a personal vendetta. 

‘Veloso left the NBI in 2001 to join a pri- 
vate firm. 

Magno said the NBI was also looking into 
reports that Veloso was among those who 
had filed a complaint in the bureau against 
the people behind Francswiss Investment, 
an Internet-based pyramiding scheme 
which is believed to have defrauded in- 
vestors in the country of around P1 billion. 


Electrician shot dead in front 


of house in Quezon City barangay 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 


AFEW HOURS AFTER A FORMER WATCH- 
man of Barangay Holy Spirit in Quezon City 
was shot dead in front of his house, another 
resident of the 
barangay was killed 
in thesame manner. 

Joseph Mirando, 
38, an electrician 
and resident of 
Commonwealth Av- 
enue, was declared 
dead on arrival at 
the General Malvar 
Hospital after he 
was shot several 
times by an uniden- 
tified man. 

The Quezon City 
police said that the 
incident happened 
ataround 8:30 p.m., 
on Monday 14 
hours after Carlos 
Francisco, a former 
barangay watch- 
man, was killed. 

Just like Francis- 
co, Mirando was in 
front of his house 
when a man ap- 
proached him and 
shot him at close 
range. 

The suspect then 
fled and left the vic- 
tim bleeding to 
death. 

Mirando's rela- 
tives rushed him to 
the nearest medical 
facility but he died 
on the way. 

Investigators said 
they were trying to 
determine whether 
or not there was a 
link between the 
two deaths. 

Earlier in the day, 
a man on board a 
motorcycle ар- 
proached Francisco, 
who was drinking 
coffee in front of his 
house, and shot him 
twice in the face. 

The suspect then 
boarded his motor- 
cycle and picked up 
a woman who was 
standing nearby be- 
fore speeding away. 

Francisco was a 
former member of 


ford.com.ph 


the barangay's police security and protec- 
tion office. 

He resigned from his post several months 
ago because he was preparing to leave for 
abroad. 
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iver Dream <2 without having to sell your assets! 


Whatever your dream may be, you can now fulfil it with ВРІ Family Savings Bank LIVE YOUR DREAM Credit Line. 
Apply for a Live Your Dream Credit Line using the following collaterals: 


+ Highly marketable real estate properties 
-Traded club shares accredited by the bank 
+ PSE-listed shares of stock accredited by the bank 


+ Deposits with any branch of ВРІ, ВРІ Family Savings 
Bank or BPI Direct Savings Bank 

+ Investment Funds/Placements with BPI Asset 
Management and Trust Group (AMTG) 

+ Government Securities 


Use your Live Your Dream Credit Line for the dream business you've always wanted, for the dream vacation. 
you've been planning for, for your child's education, or for stock market opportunities. 


The Live Your Dream Credit Line conveniently comes with a checkbook for easy availment. It allows you to pay 
interest only for the number of days that you actually use the facility. Monthly payments for the principal are not 
required. You may pay any availment anytime, fully or partially, as your cash flow permits. 


Start fulfilling your dreams with Live Your Dream Credit Line! 


For more information, call 754-6596 or 89-100, log on to bpiexpressonline.com 
ог visit any BPI, ВРІ Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 
Provincial Business Centers: Pampanga (045) 961-8378, San Pablo (049) 562-3711, 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
Lipa (043) 757-1000, Cebu (032) 231-3395, Davao (082) 235-3558 
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Ford Escape and The North Face gear you up for the ultimate weekend in Annapurna, Nepal. 

Ford Escape The North Face Package gets you ready to conquer the outdoors. The Ford Escape is loaded with a Yakima roof rack and The North Face. 
signature seats and insignia. Drive it home with a fuil set of The North Face equipment worth P80,000 for the XLT 4x4 and 60,000 for the XLS 4x2. 
Either package can win you a trip to Annapurna, Nepal. No doubt, your ultimate weekend getaway is complete with Ford Escape and The North Face. 


Comes in Himalayan Black or Summit Silver for the Ford Escape XLS 4x2 ; Himalayan Black and Summit Silver or Winter White and 
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Munti university exec was not fired, says city official 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


THE MUNTINLUPA CITY GOV- 
ernment yesterday clarified that 
Dr. Miguel Udtohan voluntarily 
resigned and was not fired-from 
his post as president of the Pa- 
mantasan ng Lungsod ng 
Muntinlupa (PLMun). 

City administrator Roberto 
Bunyi said in a statement that 
Udtohan stepped down after the 
university's Board of Regents 
found out that he was moon- 
lighting as president of the Col- 


NCRPO chief 
vows more 
police visibility 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


tions. 


IF THE NEW TOP COP IN METRO MANILA. 
had his way, his men would be just a short. 
distance away from those seeking police as- 
sistance. 

Newly installed National Capital Region 
Police Office head Director Geary Barias 
yesterday vowed to fight street crimes by 
bringing the police force's resources down 
to the precinct level and the barangays. 

In turnover ceremonies yesterday at the 
NCRPO in Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig City, 
Barias said he would adopt a “micro opera- 
tional approach” in lowering the incidence 
of street crimes in Metro Manila, 

"We will utilize our men in the precincts to 
beable to give the same kind of service we give 
to residents of posh villages and slum areas,” 
the newly appointed regional director said. 

‘The changing of the guard was presided 
over by Philippine National Police chief Di- 
rector General Avelino Razon Jr, who as- 
sumed his posta day earlier. 

Barias formerly headed Task Force Usig and 
also served as director for investigation and de- 
tective management and director for 
comptrollership of the Philippine National Po- 
lice. Outgoing NCRPO chief Deputy Director 
General Reynaldo Varilla will be assigned as 
deputy chief for operations of the PNP 


lege of Maasin in Southern Leyte. 
Another school official, 
Danilo Solayao (not Carmen So- 
layao as earlier reported), was 
fired after the BOR also found 
out that he was the school's vice 
president for academic affairs. 
According to 
Mayor Aldrin San Pedro, the stu- 
dents were demoralized when 
they found out that their officials 
were not performing "100 per- 
cent" because of their other po: 


"How can they function effi- 


Dean 


statement. 


Muntinlupa 


ciently if they are serving two po- 
sitions in different universities? 
They were getting other jobs at 
the expense of the university and 
the students,” San Pedro said in a 


He added, “We want the 
PLMun to become a premier uni- 
versity. Sadly, the university offi- 
cials were not giving what was 
expected of them because they 
were also busy with other jobs. 
The mayor pointed out that 
the passing rate in board exams 
of the university's graduates had 


nel, he added. 


gone down in the past four years. 

Bunyi, meanwhile, said that 
only 25 PLMun employees had 
been fired since June. A source 
earlier told the Inguinen that the 
BOR had terminated the services 
of 50 school personnel. Those 
"who were fired were mostly 
staffers and nonteaching person- 


He added that some officials 
who have been fired from their 
posts were told over the week- 
end that they could stay on. Bun- 
yi identified them as National 


Service Training Program chief 
Jones Espeleta, vice president 
Brenda Diacajo, guidance de- 
partment head Dr. Corazon 
Palomique and registrar Reme- 
dios Cunanan. 

A check with other city gov- 
emment run schools showed а 
different setup as far as security 
of tenure was concerned. Unlike 
the PLMun whose employees аге 
all casuals, faculty members of 
the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng 
Maynila, are all regulars except 
for some part-time personnel. 
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RAINED OUT 


А man, his head bowed, walks on Agham Road in Quezon City to 


— 


id his face against a heavy downpour. 
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NBI to seek UP stude's help on Mendez slay 


STARRING THE GREATESLACTRESSES OF OUR TIME 


GANES COLETTE REDGRAVE WILSON 
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OPENS TODAY 


oam сеу MTRCEPGIS 


By Tina G. Santos 
and Kristine L. Alave 


j THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVES- 

ill summon for questioning 

{ a student of the University of the 

Philippines who is believed to have 

been initiated into the Sigma Rho fra- 

!  ternity at the same time as suspected 
hazing victim Cris Anthony Mendez. 

Lawyer Romulo Asis, chief of the 
NBI Anti-Terrorism Division, identi- 

{ fied the student as Andoni Santos. 

"We received information that he 
was with Mendez and they were 
among the five neophytes recruited 
by the fraternity.” Asis told reporters. 
"We believe Andoni could provide us 
with vital information." 

А UP official, however, earlier told 
the Inguimer that Santos joined the 
fraternity before Mendez did. 

Mendez, who is also a UP student, 
was declared dead on arrival last 
month in a Quezon City hospital. 
‘There were numerous bruises all over 
his body. An autopsy report con- 
firmed that Mendez had been beaten 
up badly before his death. 

Meanwhile, the mother of a hazing 
victim yesterday appealed to Sigma 


Rho fraternity members to come for- 
ward if they were in a position to shed 
light on the death of Mendez. 

In an interview with the INQUIRER in 
her Marikina City residence, Corazon, 
mother of Alexander Miguel Icasiano, 
said she felt sorry that Mendez's moth- 
er had to wait for so long to find an- 
swers to her son's death. 

lcasiano, now a member of the 
group Citizens Against Violence, said 
Sigma Rho members owe it to Cristi- 
na Mendez to explain how her son 
died. 

"Don't torture Mrs. Mendez. Her 
son is already dead and they're still 
doing this to her,” a teary-eyed Icas- 
iano said. 

According to Ieasiano, Sigma Rho 
officials should be brave enough to 
appear before investigators and uni- 
versity officials to respond to the 
charges against them. 

Icasiano's son, a public administra- 
tion major like Mendez, was an appli- 
cant of the Alpha Phi Beta fraternity, 
also based in UP He died in 1998 
while undergoing initiation rites. Five 
APB members were eventually con- 
victed for his death and served three 
years in prison. 


“They are regulars, not casuals 
who don't need civil service re- 
quirements. Our faculty mem- 
bers have to go through a rigor- 
ous selection process,” PLM uni- 
versity secretary Marisol Anenias 
said. 

Makati City public information 
office chief Joey Salgado said the 
University of Makati likewise has 
regular, tenured professors on its 
staff, though some nonteaching 
personnel are also hired as casual 
workers. With Allison W Lopez 
and DJ Yap 


Makati tops 
net income 
list, says COA 


Byb] Yap 


THE COUNTRYS FINANCIAL 
capital yesterday reported post- 
ing the highest net income in 
2006 among all cities nation- 
wide, citing figures from the 
Commission on Audit (CoA). 

"Makati City's net income of 
P3,338,625,000 topped that of 
bigger cities, including Quezon 
City with P2,934,388,000, and 
Manila with P1,665,509,000," 
according to a statement issued 
by the city quoting a recent re- 
port by the CoA. 

Mayor Jejomar Binay attributed. 
the city's sound fiscal performance 
to its efficient tax collection drive, 
particularly its recently introduced 
system of “electronic governance 
and paperless transactions.” 

"This system allows for 
greater efficiency, reliability, 
and transparency which also 
minimizes human intervention. 
and error," Binay said in a state- 
ment, Under the system, paying 
taxes in Makati City can take 
from just two to four minutes. 

The bulk of Makati's collec- 
tion came from real property 
taxes worth P3.508 billion and 
P2.953 billion in business taxes. 


Dip You kNow 


LORENZO Ruiz, the first Fil- 
ipino saint, was born in the 
17th century ín Binondo, 
Manila, to a Chinese father and 
a Filipino mother. He served as 
an altar boy, professional cal- 
ligrapher and documents tran- 
soriber. He was married and 
had two sons and a daughter. 
Ruiz was forced to leave for 
abroad after being accused of 
murder. The ship he was on 
arrived in Japan during a time 
of intense Christian persecu- 
tion. Ruiz and his priest-com- 
panions were arrested and 
taken to Nagasaki, where they 
were tortured for days. He was 
Killed in September 1637 after 
refusing to renounce his faith. 
Ruiz was beatified in 1981 
by Pope John Paul Il and was 
canonized six years later. 
CyrilL. Bonabente, 
Inquirer Research 


NOTICE ТО THE PUBLIC 


We, TALAHOME, INC. were raided for the illegal use 
of unlicensed software belonging to Autodesk, Inc. by 
the National Bureau of Investigation. The use of 
unlicensed software was caused by the lack of good 
software asset management practices. 


2shot dead 
A LAWYER was ar- 
rested yesterday after 
he shot two people 
dead following a traf- 
fic altercation. Pasig 
police chief, Senior 
Supt. Frank Uyami, 
identified the suspect 
as lawyer Manuel. 
Hernandez Jr., а 
lawyer working at the 
Pasig City Hall legal 
department. Uyami 
said Hernandez was 
angered when a Nis- 
‘san Cefiro cut him off 
as he was driving on 
Gen. Roxas St. corner 
Shaw Boulevard in 
Pasig City. The driver 
of the Cefiro, identi- 
fied as Edgardo 
Canizares, reportedly 
yelled at Hernandez, 
who lost his cool and 
shot him and his pas- 
senger, Catherine 
Palmero, with his .9 
mm gun. Canizares 
and Palmero were 
killed while the sus- 
pect was arrested. 
Kristine L. Alave 


We have since rectified the situation and will only use 
licensed Autodesk software. We will implement periodic 
audits of our software to ensure that this mistake will not 
be made again. 


Did a signage make your day? 

Garbage dumped on your strest unmake 
your day? 

Street diggings forever on the street where 
you live? 

‘Are you up in arms against the 

demolition of an ancestral house? 

Атой by a little-known barangay project, 
with a big positive impact in your 
community? 

Got stuck in potholes? 

Fed up with cussing and feuding neighbors? 
Is there an everyday role model in your 
neighborhood? 

Delightful/dreadful finds on your way to 
work? 


Using unlicensed software has resulted in the loss in 
revenue and reputation for our business. It is not worth 
any company or individual taking the risk. Intellectual 
property rights must be respected, and we would urge 
all business to act as responsible corporate citizens who 
adhere to the laws of copyright. 


Software piracy is taking from the Philippines' local 
software industry thousands of jobs, millions in lost 
wages, tax revenues and investments in new 
technologies. 


Itis only now that we have learned of the consequences 
of using unlicensed software. We encourage 
businesses to learn from our mistake and get smart 
aboutthe use of software applications in their business. 


(PDI-October 3, 2007) 
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UN envoy meets Burma’s leaders Sharp dip 


in Arctic 
RANGOON—UN SPECIAL ENVOY IBRAHIM * D rx gre ‘Tony Banbury, Asia regional di- 


rector for the UN World Food Pro- 1 
Gambari met with Burma’s (Myanmar’s) democ- gram, said he was concemed at ice seen 
у: 1 ts that ће de clud: 
reports that the detainees, includ- 
Sie on cee е "i оду Wig оше S00 mii ин ow TO E ariete 
n Д 


baling moved to another location, ice declined this year to the low- 
crackdown on an anti-government uprising. heightening fearsfortheir wellbe- est levels registered since satel- 


lite assessments started in the 
A Burmese official talking on 19705, extending a trend fueled 
condition of anonymity said that БУ human-caused global warm- 
Up to 1,700 people had been de- ing, scientists said on Monday. 
tained at the campus, including _, 5а ice declined by so much 
about 200 women and at least this year that the typically ice- 
опе child, a novice monk believed clogged Northwest Passage, al- 


The Nigerian-born diplomat least 13 dead and more than 

shuttled between the regimes re- 1,000 arrested. 
mote capital of Naypyidaw where After the meeting, he jetted to 
the ruling generals are sitting out Rangoon, where he spent 15 min- 
the crisis, and the main city Ran- utes with Aung San Suu Kyi at the 
goon, where Aung San Suu Kyiis military guesthouse wherehealso "HAN SHWE АЯ 
Being held under house arrest. —— sawherformorethananhouron The top-level talks came as gone missing. to be 10 years old. lowing vessels to sail from the 
‘Gambari has waited fordaysto Sunday an official said. activists struggled to assess the UN and junta officials told AFP Тһеу were being kept inside a Atlantic to the Pacific, com- 
see the reclusive Than Shwe and The envoy then headed to the scope of the crackdown and to that at least 1,000 people have windowless warehouse, where pletely opened for the first time 
express global outrage after secu-, airport in Rangoon, where he was locate hundreds of dissidents, been detained at the Government the monks have been disrobed anyone can recall, the re- 

rity forces put down protests led expected to board a flight to Sin- monks and ordinary civilians Technical Institute campus in and many of them were ur searchers said. 
by Buddhist monks, leaving at gapore, witnesses said. who were arrested or have Rangoon. to eat, he added. Scientists at the US National 
Snow and Ice Data Center, part 


Security alert up vs toys Britney Spears loses custody of kids ele mec ce me г 
with remotes at airports £5. Sason tendas iei “Ты Ghee шешп Sos, 


beginning in March and ending 
in September. 
custody of her two sons after a 25, and Federline, 29, became fi- ‘The average sea ice extent for 
"WASHINGTON-—CITING"CRED- United States and internationally wrenching and highly publi- nal at the end of July, but their September, when ice is at its low- 
ible specific information” about that common remote-control toys cized court battle with ex-hus- temporary shared custody ar- est quantities, slipped to 4.28 
terror tactics, Transportation Se- could be used to detonate abomb band Kevin Federline. rangement for their sons has un- million square-kilometers, break- 
curity Administration officers na- аѕ part of a terror plot. Federline “is to retain physical raveled amid allegations from ing by nearly a quarter the previ- 
tionwide on Monday stepped up The aviation authorities decid- custody of the minor children on Federline’s camp that Spears was ous record low for the month set 
their scrutiny of passengers carry- ей against banning the devices in Wednesday Oct. 3, 2007 at 12 an unfit mother. two years ago, the scientists said. 
ing remote-control toys aboard carry-on bags. But people carry- p.m. until further order of the Gordon on Sept. 18 ordered "Overall there's been a steep 
airplanes. ing remote-control toys—includ- court," Judge Scott Gordon wrote Spears to undergo random drug and significant downward 
The move was not motivated ing children—could be subject to in his court order. testing in the latest twist in the trend since we've been getting 
by a specific terror plot, said Kip а more intense search, in which Celebrity websites TMZ and X17 bitter custody battle over Sean good satellite data starting in 
Hawley, the assistant secretary at (һе passenger is patted down and said Spears took her sons to the Preston, 2, and Jayden James, 1. а “habitual, frequent, and contin- 1979” Walt Meier, one of the 
the Deparment of Homeland Se- the baggage is checked by hand, driveshrough windowofafastfood ^ Gordonsaidatthemeibarac. uous" user of “controlled sub- scientists studying Arctic sea ice 
curity in charge of aviation securi- offcialssaid. NewYork Times restaurant before handing them cording to evidence presented in stances and alcohol,” court docu; for the data center said in a 
ty But there is concern both inthe News Service Over to Federline’s bodyguards closed door hearings, Spears was ments showed. AFP telephone interview. Reuters 


WORLDBRIEFS 


Israel releases 57 Palestinians 
 JERUSALEM-—Israel freed 57 Palestinian prison- 
ers on Monday, all residents of the West Bank, Is- 
raeli officials said, as a gesture to bolster the Pales- 
tinian Authority President, Mahmoud Abbas of Fa- 
tah. But the planned release of 29 other prisoners 
from the Gaza Strip, where the militant group 
‘Hamas, the rival Palestinian faction, holds sway, 
‘was delayed until Tuesday. The Israeli Cabinet had 
approved the release of about 90 prisoners last 
week, in part to mark the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan. The inclusion of prisoners from Gaza, 
which Hamas has controlled since violent clashes 


EXP ЕРТЕ 


with Fatah in June, was meant “to encourage the 
moderates in Gaza as well" a government 
spokesperson, David Baker, said atthe бте. NYT 


Putin wants to be PM 
MOSCOW-Russian President Vadimir Putin 
said on Monday he would run for parliament and 
had a "realistic" chance of becoming prime minis- 
ter, in a shock announcement that could herald 
fundamental change in the way Russia is gov- 
етпей. “! gratefully accept your proposal to head 
the United Russia list," Putin told a pre-election 
congress of the party of power, United Russia, 
bringing hundreds of delegates to their feet with a 
roar of applause. Putin said that if the party tri- 
umphed in the Dec. 2 vote and a worthy succes- 
sor took his place as president in 2008, he could 
become prime minister. AFP 


10 killed, hurt in Kabul blast 


KABUL—A suicide attacker blew himself up in- 
side a police bus in the Afghan capital Kabul on 
‘Tuesday, killing or wounding at least 10 people, 
most of them with the police force, officials and 
witnesses said. The attack—similar to one four 
days ago that killed 30 defense ministry staff in 
the city—blew out the sides of the vehicle and 
ripped off part of the roof. Taliban spokesperson 
Zabihullah Mujahed said the insurgent militia was 
responsible for the rush-hour blast in the far west 
of the city. The number of dead and wounded was 
not immediately clear. АР 


Iraq civilian deaths cut 50 percent 
BAGHDAD—Civilian deaths from violence across 
Iraq fell 50 percent in September, in line with a 
drop in US military casualties attributed to а boost 
in troop numbers, Iraqi government data showed 
on Monday. Information from the health, interior 
and defense ministries registered 884 civilians. 
killed in September, the lowest monthly total this 
year, down from 1,773 in August. The casualties 
were also the lowest since Washington began 
pouring an extra 30,000 troops into Iraq as part of 
a security crackdown aimed at al-Qaida and other 
‘Sunni Arab militants and Shiite militias across the 
country Reuters 


Pakistan opposition MPs quit 
ISLAMABAD—Pakistani opposition MPs staged а 
mass resignation on Tuesday in protest at military 
ruler President Pervez Musharraf's bid to win an- 
other five-year term in power. Musharraf's two ri- 
vals in Saturday's crunch presidential vote mean- 
‘while filed new petitions in the Supreme Court. 
challenging the key US ally's eligibility to stand for 
reelection. More than 80 opposition MPs backed 
by hundreds of flag-waving supporters chanting 
"Go, Musharraf Go!" marched to parliament, 
where they submitted their resignations to the 
‘speaker of the national assembly, or lower house 
АЕР 


It'ssomuch more than justcasinos. 
No matter what you're into, Macau 
has something for you. Cheer 
along with the racers at the Dragon 
Boat Festival. See the pros hit 
the greens at the Macau Open 
Golf Tournament. Wake up the 
artist in you at the Macau Arts 
Festival. And if it's excitement 
you're craving for, the Macau 
Grand Prix is waiting for you. 
Discover Macau, it's just waiting 
for you. 


Direct flights are available through 
Air Macau, Cebu Pacific (starting 
October 11), and Tiger Airways. 
You can also go directly to Macau 
from the Hong Kong International 
Airport by taking the Turbo Jet 
Sea Express. Should you miss it, 
you may opt to travel through the 
24-hour regular Turbo Jet from the 
Macau Ferry Terminal, Hongkong 
Island. 


Just call your travel agent for more 
details. 


Macau, it's just waiting to be 
experienced. 


[MACAU GOVERNMENT TOURIST OFFICE - PHILIPPINES 
www. macautourism.gov.mo 
emali:mgtophil@info.com.ph 


Suite 11-0 The Valero Tower, 122 Valero Street, 
Salcedo Village, Makati City, Philippines 
Tel. Nos.: (632)812-2595; 813-0947 
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Know the results before everyone else wherever 
To catch the action, get a myTV handset today. 


you are — for FREE! 
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NATIONAL BOXFEST: Carlo Ganot of Davao del Norte (right) beats Jenno Cabugngan of 
Tagbilaran City to the punch during their light pinweight bout in the Smart National Amateur 
Boxing Championships at the Provincial Capitol Compound in Cagayan de Oro City 


yesterday. Cabugngan won. (Story on page А27) тана 


Pacquiao hits 
Las Vegas for 
final training 


By Recah Trinidad 


LAS VEGAS—MANNY PACQUIAO, STAR 
of the show, got a flat, unenthusiastic re- 
ception here when he walked into the 
lobby of the host hotel Monday night but 
it's his opponent, Marco Antonio Bar- 
rera, who's in for a rude welcome. 

There were a few colored balloons, held 
up by a small group of Filipinas who were 
plainly glad to see their idol, when Pac- 
quiao arrived. 

“Forget about him, buddy, Pacquiao will 
knock him out, that’s for sure,” blurted Wayne 
Sausalito, valet parking attendant, as he 
pumped his right hand. 

He didn't have to be asked, but with the hot 
approval for Pacquiao prevailing in this well-lit 
gaming capital, Sausalito found the baring of 
the anti-Barrera sentiment the smartest thing 
tostate. 

Pacquiao and his entourage of around 30 
people hit the glittering Strip area as sched- 
led in a five-vehicle convoy, including a 14- 
seat van, at 9 p.m. Monday, after a five-hour 
drive from Los Angeles. 

Filipino John Pribhdas was surprised to 


leam that Pacquiao was already in the hotel. 

| “Мете all for him, but we could not find 
anybody here to bet against,” the brother of 
the late Danny Pribhdas in the PBA explained. 

All the Mexicans he knew around here were 
all for Pacquiao, claimed the tall lobby atten- 
dant with a well-modulated voice. 

To make up for the cold reception, Man- 
dalay Bay, host of the Will to Win card, has 
lined up elaborate greetings for Pacquiao Tues- 
day, before the scheduled media workout for 
the Filipino boxing superstar. 

Although it was not clear if Barrera had 
checked in, the Mexican boxing legend has 
been scheduled to shadow-box before mem- 
bers of the press on Wednesday. 

There was emphasis on speed in Pacquiao's 
final workout at Wild Card yesterday that in- 
cluded four rounds of sparring and an un- 
scheduled work with the heavy bags. 

“I don't want him to be too tight,” trainer 
Freddie Roach said of his prized warrior who 
he said has visibly hit peak form ahead. 

Pacquiao himself assured there was nothing 
to fear about a possible burnout. 

“Маз maaga kong nakuha ang kundisyon, 

PACQUIAO/A27 


Ababa powers RP 
to 6th in Nomura 


JONEL ABABA SHOT A ONE-OVER-PAR 
73 yesterday as the Philippines assem- 
bled a 229 total for sixth place after 18 
holes of the 23rd Nomura Cup at the 
wind-swept Sunrise Golf and Country 
Club in Taipei. 

‘The reed-thin product of the National 
Caddies’ Open was the best Filipino scor- 
er with the usually steady Mark Fernando 
only managing a 78 like Tonlits Asistio 
under tough playing conditions. 

James Ryan Lam, a 19-year-old first 
time internationalist, shot a 79 and did 
not count. 

‘Ababa was tied for fifth in the individ- 
ual race being paced by Korean Bi Oh 
Kim and Danny Lee who pooled 70s. 

‘Tamura Naoki of Japan and Malaysia's 
Haziq Hamizan assembled identical 72s 
for third in the event also known as the 
Asia-Pacific championship. 


Bi's 70 boosted the Koreans to a lead- 
ing 218 aggregate, two ahead of the 
Japanese and another two shots in front 
of rock-solid New Zealand. 

Australia and Thailand have identical 
225s for a fourth place tie. 

The Philippines finished fifth in the 
last staging of this event two years ago 
and  non-playing captain Caloy 
Coscoluella said the respectable start was 
enough reason for the country to expect a 
better performance in Taipei. 

“I have never seen a golf course with 
winds like this," said Coscoluella of the 
tough conditions in a text message to the 
Inquirer. 

Coscoluella took a hastily formed team 
to Taipei after the NGAP's erstwhile back- 
er, ICTSI pulled out its players from the 
RP Team at the last minute. 

Musong R. Castillo 
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LAS VEGAS—MANNY PACQUIAO, A 
| merciless lefty, knows a great right 
hand when he sees one. 

He hada full, bright view of that right 
punch on Saturday. 

He also won a few friendly dollars 
betting on that punch. 
| The deadly shot was thrown by Kelly 
Pavlik, also known as The Ghost, in his 
‘world middleweight title fight against 
the undefeated Jermain Taylor. 

Before we go further, it must be 
noted that the punch that mesmer- 
ized Pacquiao into picking a fighter 
who was clearly on the losing end, 
was not that booming baseball bat of 
a facial slam Taylor received with dis- 
figuring, devastating impact in the 
seventh round. 

No, it was another one, although 


Pacquiao could win by repeating himself 


practically of the same edition. 

Its like this. Taylor floored Pavlik in 
the second round and was highly fa- 
vored to finish the job in the third. 

Nobody in his right mind, therefore, 
would put money on Pavlik, even if he 
happened to be his brother. 

Still, Pavlik came back from the dead, 
like а real ghost, to score some good 
shots. 

‘One of these great punches, Pacquiao 
saw very clearly in the third round. 

To repeat: Pavlik was, pure and 
simple, on the losing end. 

But before the fourth round of the 
title fight could start, Pacquiao chal- 
lenged his boys at the Palazzo to a 
friendly bet. 

He dared them to wager against 


Bare EYE 
" 
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Recah Trinidad $ 
Pavlik. 
Not only that. He offered a handi- 


cap, their two dollars against three 
on his side. 

Well, practically everybody around 
took the blind dare. 

What followed were some of the 
finest moments in middleweight box- 
ing. 

Now, to make the long story short, 
Pacquiao ended up picking up a bun- 


dle. 

Pavlik, as Pacquiao must've expected 
ahead, went on to stop Taylor in the 
seventh. 

Tt was not a exactly a big killing 
Pacquiao made. 

But the take must've been big 
enough to buy a gift for his boyhood 
buddy and trainer Buboy Fernandez, 
who celebrated his birthday yester- 
day. 


Listen please. In case you missed that. 
great right hand, here's a tip. 

If you come to visit at Wild Card, 
there's а replica of that great right 
punch on a torn-out newspaper page 
pasted on the right side of the entrance. 

And the one hitting with the baseball 
bat, in its gory impact, was Manny Pac- 


quiao himself. 

This happened in the Pacman's first 
fight with Marco Antonio Barrera, 
whom he stopped in 2003. 

No need to report that Pacquiao, 
before leaving for this city, was seen. 
several afternoons perfecting his 
right hand. 

Pacquiao, a left-handed original, is 
definitely no copycat. 

But, going by the trend, it won't 
come as a surprise if he copies the 
Pavlik right shot against Barrera here 
on Saturday (Sunday morning in 
Manila). 

In truth, the effort won't amount to 
plagiarism. 

Pacquiao, if he scores that big, 
killer right again, would simply be re- 
peating himself. 


Olympic 
crack for 
RP jins in 
Vietnam 


PUMAREN У$ PUMAREN 


We're the same, 


By Marc Anthony Reyes By Jasmine W. Payo GAME THURSDAY] ing] to the materials that 
(Araneta Coiseam) | We have. There's a varia- 
MANCHESTER, ENGLAND—EVEN BE- MORE THAN JUST A FAMILY FEUD, THE 2007 | зл чун | tion, I guess. But what's al- 
fore leaving this city, the Philippine taek- UAAP Finals will be a testament to the winning East vs La Salle ways the same is the ag- 
wondo jins have already set their eyes оп system ofthis band of basketball brothers. (Game 1, gressive pressing defense. 
Vienam. The Pumaren siblings—Franz of La Salle and best-of-three Finals) On his "loaded lineup,” 
As soon as they hit home, the three RP. 


younger brother Dindo of University of the. 
East—will go to the best-of-three championship se- 
ries toting similar game strategies that have revolu- 
tionized local collegiate basketball 

“If you're going to dissect the team profile, one 
thing you'll notice фаг... there's discipline,” said 
Franz of his Green Archers. “We [place] emphasis 
on defense. The players have their respective roles. 
‘There are no superstars in our team.” 

"We're always well-prepared and well-orga- 
nized,” said Dindo of his Warriors. “Our defense cre- 


Dindo said: “We have a bal- 
anced team. Even our second group can start. Our 
players’ playing minutes are well balanced. No one 
plays more than 22 or 23 minutes. Unlike La Salle, 
their key players average about 29 to 30 minutes.” 

‘Yet both credit their successful systems to their fa- 
ther Pilo and elder brother Derick, who also steered 
Talk N Text to the PBA Finals in the last conference. 

Before Franz took over in 1998, Derick mentored 
the Archers from 1986 to 1991, a stint highlighted 
by back-to-back titles in 1989 and 1990. 


bets who blew their bid in the World Taek- 
wondo Olympic Qualifying tournament 
will buckle down to work and prepare for 
another crack at the Beijing 2008 Olympics 
via the Asian Qualifying event, according 
to the Philippine Taekwondo Association. 

Tshomlee Go again nailed an Olympic 
slot through the World qualifying here, du- 
plicating his feat in 2004. 

“We are happy with this because we 


know it’s never going to be easy” said PTA 
executive vice president Sung Hong Chon. 

As proof of the tough competition, Spain 
and Thailand, both powered by World and 
Asian champions, failed to produce an 
‘Olympic qualifier over the weekend. 

In contrast, Korea sent in four of four, 
while Chinese Taipei was 2-ОЁ4. 

Each country is allowed a maximum of 
four jins—two men and two women—in 
the eight Olympic categories. 

In the Asian Qualifying for the 2000 
Sydney Olympics held in Manila, the 
Philippines managed to qualify four 
through Donald Geisler, Eva Marie Ditan, 
Jasmine Strachan and Roberto Cruz, now 
head of the men's team. 

Four years later, Go squeezed into the 
Athens Olympic roster by winning a 
bronze in the France Worlds, while Mary 
Antoinette Rivero and Geisler made it via 
the Asian selection held in Thailand. 

Rivero, Alexander Briones and Kathleen 
Eunice Alora failed to keep up with Go 
here but they can still earn slots in the Viet- 
nam qualifying starting Nov. 29. 

‘The RP jins, rated highly along with the 
boxers in the country’s bid to win a first 
Olympic gold, are also busy preparing for 
the Southeast Asian Taekwondo Union on 
Oct. 10-15 in Viemam and the SEA Games 
"in Thailand in December. 


Tuason Racing drivers 1-2 in Touring Car 


STUASON RACING MAINSTAYS STUART 
MacDonald and Juny Binamira de- 

royed the opposition by finishing 1-2 
Sin the fifth leg of the 2007 Philippine 
"Touring Car Championship (PTCC) se- 
ries held recently at the Subic Intema- 
tional Raceway. 

The duo turned back veteran 
drivers in the Group 3 division to de- 
liver the first major victory for the Tu- 
ason Racing Team. 

‘The win was achieved despite wet 
track conditions and the fact that 
their Ford Focus vehicle is heavier 
than the Honda Civic units that most 
drivers used. 

“We're thrilled with the perfor- 
mance of the whole team headed by 
team manager Michael Tuason," said 
Glen Dasig, sales and marketing АУР 


FRANZ Pumaren: We place emphasis on defense. 


By June Navarro. 


THE INCLUSION OF FORMER 
Olympian Jasmine Figueroa in the 
Southeast Asian Games roster is under 
question. 

Figueroa was asked to undergo a se- 
ries of tryouts by the SEAG Task Force 
due to what it said was a dubious score 
by the 2004 Athens Olympic Games 
campaigner during a qualifying test 
conducted by the National Archery As- 
sociation of the Philippines. 

“There was no formal notice of 
that tryout so the task force decided 
to conduct a special shoot-out two 


of Ford Group Philippines. 


Other members of the victorious 
Tuason team were chief engineer Pa- 
cho Blanco and chief mechanic Peter 
Lubon. 

MacDonald, a British expatriate 
who finished runner-up in the 
morning race, held on to the 
lead all throughout the af- 


temen scm то map ЁС gr a 


Alvin Santos nine-race 5 
winning streak. 

Binamira, seeing action > 
foronly the second time this season, 
managed to hold briefly to the lead 
but eventually wound up second to 
MacDonald. 

Santos, who still lead the race for 
rookie honors, made several tries to 
slip past MacDonald, even going for 


See P 
‘Gammon S: 


isto have the most: 


esof their own. 


“If you scrutinize it, there's a difference [in style]," 
Franz said during the PSA Forum yesterday at 
Shakey's UN Avenue. “Looking [from] outside, you 
will say what we're doing is almost the same. We 
have different philosophies lately We adjust [accord- 


amoro 


weeks from now 
(for Jasmine) to 
sce if she really 


I oY 


should be in the 
delegation,” 
SEAG Task Force 
deputy < chief 
Mark Joseph told 
the INQUIRER 
FIGUEROA Figueroa, who 
failed to win a 
SEAG medal in the 2005 Manila 
Games, surpassed the qualifying mark 
of 101 points by scoring 105 in the пу- 
ош conducted by the NAAP last July. 


The swimming chief said PSC Com- 


© 


a desperate dive in the fourth lap. the race. 
But his attempt backfired as he hit 

MacDonald's back fender and the 
damaged to his car forced him out of porarily take the lead. 


ates our offense. The emphasis in college basketball 


trademark is [giving the enemy] 40 minutes of hell.” 
Franz and Dindo may try to outwit each other us- 
ing familiar plays, but both plan to throw in surpris- 


ald a bit, allowing Binamira to tem- 


number of possessions. Our 


And three decades before Dindo steered UE back 
to the spotlight, Pio called the shots for the War- 
riors, who bagged the UAAP championship in 1975, 
1976 and 1979. 

“Modesty aside, I think the program that I put up 


at La Salle—whether the other schools will agree or 


missioner Ritchie Garcia, who monitors 
the progress of the archery team in the 
task force, has raised serious doubts on 
the integrity of the NAAP tryout. 

Prior to the NAAPsupervised tryout, 
Figueroa scored only 87 in the women’s 
recurve event of the Asian Archery 
Championships held in Xian, China, 
last month, one of the qualifying tour- 
namens for the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics. 

Categorized as a Class A athlete, 
Figueroa raised a stir during the Athens 
Olympics by beating the world champi- 
оп in one match. She failed to win a 
medal in the Olympics and SEA Games. 


MacDonald (car 


No.27) edges 

Alvin Santos for 

© _hisfirst major 
Victory of the season. 


The bump slowed down MacDon- 


bets tackle the Lakewood layout. 


down ín ап unfamiliar battle 


а golf toumament abroad. 


The players switch courses tomorrow in what 
promises to be an exciting team and individual show- 


of some of the country's most popular golf clubs. 
The 188-strong roster is believed to be the largest 
group of Philippine club members assembled to play 


foreign expatriates in the cast, more than 90 percent 
of those who came here are Filipinos. 
Represented in the tournament sponsored by Sam- 


S. Lucia Tour bets tackle Bangkok course today 


BANGKOK, THAILAND—IT'S GOING TO BE AN 
entirely different experience for 188 club mem- 
|| bers when they compete in the Sta. Lucia Tour to- 
day and tomorrow in two different courses here. 
]. First-day play in the 36-hole competition organized 
] by giant real estate firm Sta. Lucia for members of 
1 clubs flying its banner splits the huge field into two. 
| The championship Class A and Class B entries play 
the Lam Lukka course and the Class C and Class Р 


sung, Callaway, 


'ground among members 


los Verdes of Davao and Royale Tagaytay and Summit. 


Though there are a few 


are Alta Vista of Cebu, Eagle Ridge of Cavite, Lake- 
wood of Cabanatuan, Orchard of Cavite, Rancho Pa- 


Point of Batangas. 

Alta Vista is the defending Tour champion, prevail- 
ing over Palos Verdes and Eagle Ridge in а course- 
hopping series played over five courses last year. 

‘The Cebuanos have come to Thailand in full force, 
fielding the biggest lineup of 58 golfers. 


Philippine Airlines and Thai Airways 


not—became the barometer of college basketball,” 
Franz said in the forum sponsored by Pagcor and 
Shakey's UN Avenue. "The mere fact that we're con- 
sistently in the top four every year is already a vali- 
dation of the program.” 


Task force doubts Figueroa scores 


SPORTSWATCH 


Antonio regains No. 1 
GRANDMASTER ROGELIO "JOEY" AN- 
tonio regained the No. 1 position among 
the country's chess players based on the 
newest World Chess Federation (Fide 
ratings) released Oct. 1. 

Antonio improved his Elo rating to 2540 
from 2532 during the July 2007 list to dis- 
lodge Asia's first GM Eugene Torre, who 
slid from 2536 to 2532. 

World Junior championship cam- 
paigner IM Wesley So also made a big 
jump from 2516 in the previous list to 
2531, edging GM Mark Paragua, who 
dropped to 2514 from 2525. 

The biggest gain was made by newly 
installed GM Darwin Laylo, who moved 
up to ПИН place with an Elo of 2508 from. 
2488. 

Laylo, who secured his GM title dur- 
ing the recent Asian Individual Champi- 
onship and qualified for the World Chess. 
Cup in Khanty-Mansiysk, Russia, next 
month, was removed from the list dur- 
ing his six-month suspension for his al- 
leged role in the game-fixing controver- 
‘sy last year. He was put back in the list 
following his strong performance in the 
1t-round Asian tournament. Marlon 
Bernardino, Contributor 


Tanauan Open up Oct. 12 
THE P200,000 TANAUAN OPEN, CEN- 
terpiece event of the 2007 Calabarzon 
Chess festival, comes off the wraps on 
Oct. 12 to 14 at the Tanauan gym in 
Tanauan City, Batangas. 

The country's leading players, led Бу 
Grandmasters Rogelio Antonio Jr. and 
Eugene Torre, have confirmed their par- 
ticipation in the nine-round tournament. 

For inquiries, call Gigi Flanel- 
Masangkay at 893-8501 and 892-5462 
or text 0920-9231150. 


Olivarez triumphs 
STA. ROSA, LAGUNA—JED OLIVAREZ 
whipped Jamie Gabayan, 6-3, 6-1, in the 
unisex 10-under division in the South Lu- 
топ regional eliminations of the 2007 Milo 
Junior Tennis Cup over the weekend at the 
Sta. Rosa Sports Center claycourts 
here—to earn a shot at the Malaysia grand 
prizes. 

Olivarez thus qualified for the National 
Finals together with Mark Scares, Dheo 
Talatayod and Medeline Ramos. 
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Fast-moving Rockies advance to NL playoffs by a run 


Tacuyan son 
shocks Tipon 
in nat’l meet 


By Dennis Eroa 
Inquirer Libre Sports Editor 


CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—TALL AND FAST, 
Orlando Tacuyan Л: of Angeles City scored the 
biggest win of his young career as he shocked 
Doha Asian Games gold medalist Joan Tipon, 
26-24, in the Smart National Boxing Open late 
Monday here. 

Due to weight problems, Tipon, also a gold 
medalist in the 2005 Manila Southeast Asian 
Games, was forced to fight not as a ban- 
tamweight but as a featherweight and this 
proved disastrous against Tacuyan, the sleek- 
moving son of former national champion and 
a policewoman based at Camp Crame. 

А member of the national training pool, the 
19-year-old, 5-foot-9 Tacuyan used his longer 
reach to pile up points to the delight of the 
crowd infront of the Misamis Oriental Capitol. 

Obviously tired, Tipon failed to overhaul the 
deficit as Tacuyan danced away from trouble. 

“Masaya po ako dahil kahit papano, 
nakabawi po ako sa kanya (Tipo) (l'm happy 
because Т got even with him),” said Tacuyan. 

Tt was the first victory for Tacuyan in three 
meetings with Tipon. 

Manny Lopez, president of the Amateur 
Boxing Association of the Philippines, said the 
loss “should be a wake-up call for him (Tipon), 
that he can be beaten by upcoming boxers.” 

Tacuyan noted that Tipon was tired after 
losing in the finals of last weeks ranking tour- 
nament in Czech Republic to Hungarian David 
Oltvanyi. 

Tacuyan, who has been with the national 
training pool for four years, now looms as а 
gold medal prospect in the weeklong touma- 
ment serving as performance test by ABAP for 
upcoming pool members. 

‘Also advancing were Rey Enoc (Iligan city), 
Emerson Morcoso (Bulacan) and Vergi 
Basadre (Misamis Oriental) in the 57-kg class. 

‘Also advancing in the 51-kg category were 
Philippine Army's Violito Payla, Frederick Ro- 
driguez of Malaybalay, Bukidnon and Rhiel 
Mandate (Cebu City). 

Payla, also a gold medalist in Doha, proved 
too strong against Calinan, Davao City’s Wel- 
bert Apas, producing the quickest victory for 
the night—a referee-stopped contest due to in- 
jury, with still 1:46 minutes to go in the first 
round, while Mandate won over Rex Saludar 
of Davao Del Norte-B in the same fashion—an 
RSC due to body blows, with still 1:47 to goin 
the second round. 


WINNING PLAY: Colorado's Matt Holliday 
beats San Diego catcher Michael Barrett to 
score the winning run that sent the Rockies 
straight into the playoffs. 


NBA PRESEASON 


ГА 


NEW YORK—THE COLORADO 
Rockies rallied for three runs in a 
stunning 13th inning to beat the 
San Diego Padres, 9-8, in a National 
League wild-card thriller and ad- 
vance to the playoffs on Monday. 

Jamey Carroll's sacrifice fly to 
right field drove home Matt Holli- 
day to send the celebrating Rockies 
to the NL Division Series playoffs 
against the Phillies in Philadelphia 
beginning on Wednesday. 

The win was the 14th in 15 games 
for Colorado, which had fallen be- 
hind, 8-6, in the top of the 13th оп 
Scott Hairston's two-run homer for 
San Diego. 


Kazuo Matsui doubled to deep 
right center to begin the Rockies’ 
rally Troy Tulowitzki drove him 
home with a double to deep center 
to narrow San Diego's advantage to 
87. 

Holliday then tripled to deep 
right to tie the score at 8-8. 

‘After Todd Helton was intention- 
ally walked, Carroll's sacrifice fly to 
right completed the Rockies's wild 
ride to the postseason. 


Mets meltdown 

‘The Rockies meet a Phillies squad 
that reached the postseason be- 
cause of a major New York Mets 


meltdown of historic proportions 
that sent the New Yorkers tumbling 
out of the postseason picture. 

And the domino effect could in- 
clude a shake-up at Shea Stadium. 

The Mets let a seven-game lead 
slip through their fingers in their 
last 17 games of the season by going 
5-12, including two five-game los- 
ing streaks. They went 1-6 at home 
in the final week. 

"m a big boy" manager Willie 
Randolph told reporters after Sun- 
day's 8-1 loss to the last-place Flori- 
da Marlins finished off the Mets, “I 
know how things work. I know I'm 
accountable for myjob.” Reuters 


Garnett battles T wolves 


NEW YORK—GET READY FOR 
Kevin Garnett vs. the Timber- 
wolves—in London. 

Two months after making the Na- 
tional Basketball Association's 
biggest offseason trade, Boston and 
Minnesota will meet in one of the fea- 
tured games on the МВА Europe Live 
tour. 

‘The Memphis Grizzlies and Toron- 
to Raptors also are holding training 
camps and will play exhibition games 
overseas, giving European stars such 
as Pau Gasol and Andrea Bargnani 
the chance to play in front of their 
home fans. 

Games are also scheduled in 
Turkey, Rome and Spain, with NBA 
teams matched against a European 
club in four of them. The game be- 
tween Minnesota and Boston is get- 
ting the most attention in the United 
States. 

“It’s probably going to be a lot of 
emotions because of the guys that 
have been traded,” Boston's Paul 
Pierce said. “So it’s probably going to 


mean more to them than itdoes tome сап play than trying to top Garnett in 


as they've been traded, but will be in- 
teresting as there are going to bea lot 
of new guys.” 

The Timberwolves traded Garnett, 
their longtime superstar, to the 
Celtics in a 7-for-1 trade—the most 
players swapped for one player in 
NBA history. And Minnesota coach 
Randy Wittman thinks it’s more im- 
portant to figure out which of them 
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EIGHT-year-old Dylan Penn. ~f 
jump-starts his journalism. 
career during the Golden State: 
Warriors’ medi 

gettinga lift- 

photographers ladder, 
interviews Golden State's 


Andris Biedrins. палез 


the Oct. 10 game. 

"Everybody is góing to build that 
wp asa huge game because of the. 
trade of Kevin Garnett to Boston, but 1 
can't look at it that way" Wittman 
said. "I wouldn't give myself and my 
teammates a service if Гат going to 
play five guys to win the game when 
Туе got to figure out the makeup of 
my team. That's what exhibition 


HUA LIEN, TAIWAN—THE NATIONAL 
Basketball Conference (NBC) Selection 
opens its campaign in the annual Kwah Hu 
Cup Probation Basketball Invitational here 
against Japan at 11:30 a.m. today. 

Beefed up by 6-foot-S American Michael 
Anthony Daniel and 6-9 Australian Steven 
Bloom and composed of NBC's top perform- 
ers, the RP squad is optimistic of doing well 
in the tournament. 

Other members of the team coached by 
Boysie Zamar are Marlon Kalaw, Don Vil- 
lamin, Mar Reyes, Larry Rodriguez, Jeff 
‘Tajonera and ex-pros Nino Marquez, Mar- 
lon Legaspi, Nelson Asaytono and EJ Feihl. 

‘The NBC cagers are bracketed in Group B 
with Japan, local clubs Dancin and Media 
and USA-Velocity Athletics. 

Making up Group A are Taiwan Beer, Pu. 


NBC president Padilla welcomes American reinforcement McDaniel as second import 
Steven Broom and other members of the NBC-Spring Cooking Oil team look on. 


NBC five plays Japan today 


‘Yuan, Yulon, Kyung Hee and Malaysia. 

‘The teams will play one round, with the 
top finishers clashing in the finals. 

‘The NBC Selection will meet USA at 1:30 
pom. tomorrow, Dacin at 3:30 on Oct. 5 and 
Media at 3:30 on Oct. 6. The finals and con- 
solation games will be played on Oct. 7. 

NBC president and Spring Cooking Oil 
team owner Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla is confi- 
dent thar the addition of quality imports 
“could help the team succeed after narrowly 
missing the finals two years ago.” 

1n 2005, an all-Filipino NBC squad led by 
Samigue Eman and KG Canaleta dropped a 
Cose decision to the Europeans-backed 
Joeutai for the No. 1 spot in their group. 

Padilla and league EVP and Tagaytay 
Mayor Bambol Tolentino bankrolled the trip. 
of the team headed by sec-gen Tito Palma. 


Hechanova tops Masters Challenge 


JERIC HECHANOVA, LACKING IN PRACTICE 
and all, claimed overall low golf gross honors 
їп the recent 11th Masters Challenge at the 
Masters course of the Manila Southwoods Golf 
and Country Club in Carmona, Cavite. 

Busy in his job as general manager of the 
Camp John Hay Golf Club in Baguio City 
Hechanova said he played games in his mind. 

It worked as Hechanova, even after 15 


Jason Yu and Tony Lin took the title in the 
men’s Divisions 1 and 2, respectively, in the 
one-day, fund-raising event organized by the 


Manila Southwoods Ladies Chapter. 


Farrah Imperial (Ladies 1), Janese Carr 
(Ladies 2), Hanna See (Ladies 3) and Rudy 
Amata (Guests) were the other winners. Grace 
Atienza topped the Pacsports-Nike short game 


challenge and won a Nike Golf wedge. 


4 


games and practice are for." 


Al Jefferson, Ryan Gomes, Gerald 
Green, Theo Ratliff and Sebastian 
Telfair are the former Celtics on the 
Minnesota roster. The Wolves play 
the first game of the tour Saturday in 
Istanbul against Turkish team Efes 
Pilsen, whose coach, American 
David Blatt, led Russia to а surpris- 
ing title at the European champi- 
onships. 


Fitness Network 


Pacquiao... 


From page А25 


pero walang dapat ikatakot (| hit my 
peak early, but is just perfect),” Pac- 
quiao explained during a brief break in 
his final workout in Los Angeles. 

“Excited na talaga ko, sana laban na 
(Im excited already, І hope its fight 
time)" he told a television interviewer. 

‘There was no outright manifestation 
of distaste over the rematch, but its safe 
to say fans would have been more en- 
thusiastic if a younger, stronger foe has 
instead been lined up against Pacquiao, 
who four years ago had knocked out 
Barrera in Texas. 

Pacquiao is enjoying his bountiful 
summer in boxing, while Barrera, if not 
exactly overstaying, is clearly in the last 
quarter of his career. 

"Tm picking Pacquiao to win it be- 
tween rounds one to seven,” former sen- 
ator Robert Jaworski told the INQUIRER 
after dropping by Pacquiao's training 
camp in LA yesterday. 

Jaworski however said things could 
just tum mysterious in scoring if the 
fight lasts 12 rounds. 

“A lot of honor is at stake, so we can 
never tel,” Jaworski, looking fitin a light 
blue long-sleeved shirt, explained. 

He will be at ringside, together with 
other celebrities and politicians from the 
Philippines, on Saturday. 
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holes, cushioned bogeys on Nos. 13 and 17 

with a birdie on No. 18 for a one-over-par 73. 
He bested Sunshine Baraquiel who also 

carded a 73 but had a higher handicap. 


Noone won any of the hole-in-one prizes that 
included a Chery Car from Autohub, a pearl set 
from Jewelmer, a Royal Caribbean cruise and a 


‘Website: www.fitnessphilippines.org 
stay in Boracay's Playa Asya Resort. В 
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Restore 
More Than 
Just Hair! 


When you get your hair back, you 

get your life back. Why settle for being 

bald when you can get back a full 

head of natural, thick hair? With 

Svenson's TRANSDERMAL COSMETIC 
RECONSTRUCTION (TCR) you'll be sure 

to get an effective, non-surgical, 

permanent solution that will bring 

back the hair you've lost. Seamless, transparent and 
bonded to your scalp, no one will suspect you had a 
little "help" because it just looks natural. TCR is so + 
secure, it won't restrict your lifestyle at all. You'll look 
younger, be more confident and feel more attractive. 
Call Svenson today for a FREE consultation. 
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Call 892-HAIR (4247) 
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Toni spurns offer 
to ride for Qatar 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


‘THE PHILIPPINES NEARLY LOST ONE OF 
its finest equestriennes. 

‘Asian Games veteran Toni Leviste politely 
tumed down an offer by Qatari head of state, 
Sheikh Mohamad Al Thani, to join the Qatar 
national equestrian team recently. 

“He wanted to give me a Qatari citizenship 
because the Qatari team is composed of men,” 
she said in a press conference Monday. “The 
Qatari teain is the strongest in the world in 
terms of financial support. 

“In fact, they're the only team 100-percent 
supported by their royalty. Of course, if I 
agreed to do it, I would not have to do what 
Tm doing now (look for financial support) to 
be able to continue." 

But national pride prevailed for Leviste, the 
only Southeast Asian rider to compete in the 
Olympics, World Championships and World 
Cup Finals 

“To be honest, I was tempted,” she said. 
“One, it's an honor. Two, what a great privilege 


wem to do what you love 
and not worry where 
the funds will be 
coming from. I can 
concentrate on train- 
ing, to better myself 
and to be on top of 
the game. 

“But when I go in 
there and [ride un- 
der] the Qatari flag, it 
will mean nothing to 
me. There will be no 
passion in what Ido if 'm riding under another 
flag. Itwill be meaningless.” 

Leviste plans to compete aboard Swedish 
mare Globe Platinum Just Jewels in the Arab 
League circuit early next year to earn qualify- 
ing points for the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

But the charming athlete has also set her fo- 
cus to help defend the Philippine team’s gold- 
medal in the SEA Games in December. 

“In equestrian, the older you are, the better 
you become; so this is my prime,” she said. 


LEVISTE 


Doves, Lightnings forge title clash 


ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI COLLEGE GOT 
timely baskets in the extra period to oust de- 
fending champion Emilio Aguinaldo College, 
76-69, in their sixth Universities and Col- 
leges Athletic Association (UCAA) basketball 
semifinal clash at The Arena in San Juan. 
The Doves set up a best-of-three finals 


battle with the Asian College of Science and 
‘Technology Lightnings starting on Saturday. 
Leomer Losentes paced the Doves with 
22 points, including a drive and a triple at 
the start of the overtime period. 
Acsat beat Las Pifias College, 85-83, on 
Monday to bag the first finals slot. 


SEAOIL Provides 
True Value for the 
Price-conscious Motorist; 
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ЈС stagfest 


Round 2 today 
THE SECOND ROUND 
of the SM Farms Open 
6-Stag Derby kicks off 
at2 p.m. atthe San 
Juan Coliseum with 
some 80 fights backed 
by Sagupaan Complex- 
or 3000. Last Monday's 
round was dominated 
by Butchoy Olano, Rep. 
Gerry "Boy" Espina, 
Jun Manguera, Manny 
Garcia, Allan Chan and 
Rodolfo Pineda who 
tallied three wins each. 
Guaranteed prize is 
P8,800 for an entry fee 
of P8,800, said hosts 
Sam Mendoza, Boy 
Torres and Doc Jow. 


Makati 7-stag 


derby slated 
THEWTJ SPORTS 

and Amusement Corp. 
presents the “Bigtime 
Salpukan" 7-stag derby 
‘on Oct. 24 at the Makati 
Coliseum. All partici- 
pants must field all sev- 
еп stags in one-day, 
win or lose, according 
tod promoters Lito Oril- 
laza, Rudy Salud and 
‘William Co. Meanwhile, 
about 100 fights will be 
held on Saturday at the 
‘same venue via the 
Gold Quest Champions 
WRV 5-stag derby. 
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To Go Heza (8) Visionary 


In this financially upsetting time in our 
country's economy, most consumers continue 
to take steps in saving their hard earned 
money as they avoid making unnecessary | 
Expenses, and instead give more importance 
to their basic needs such as food, clothing! 
and transportation which most, if not alll 
Filipinos make use of on a daily basis.| 
|whether they take public transportation, ог 
ие their own vehicles. 


With the rising cost of gasoline and 
providing the proper care and maintenance 
for their vehicles being of primary concern 
most motorists have resorted to various ways 
of getting the most value for their money, 
without sacrificing the much desired mileage. 
and protection for their engines that they| 
usually get from their preferred lubricant 
brand. | 


Putting their customers’ satisfaction first, 
SEAOIL introduces a motor ой formulated. 
lio meet the Japanese Automotive Standards. 
Organization's 4T motorcycle engine 
specifications, and to provide superior engine| 
protection and performance under the most 
demanding conditions, the SEAOIL 4T| 
POWER 4-Stroke Motor Oil. 


The 4T POWER Motor Oil is a blend of 
high quality mineral base stocks and 
|performance chemistry additives specially 
formulated for high-rewving, high stress and. 
high temperature 4-stroke motorcycle| 
engines. It also features advanced engine! 
[саг protection, superior quality dispersion 
additives to prevent sludge build-up and high 
thermal stability for superior performance 
not found on most 4-stroke engine oils. 


Aside from lubrication and protection, 4T 
Power has special components that keep 
your engine clean and free of unwanted 
deposits for unmatched engine efficiency. 
Its time to make the switch to SEAOIL's 4T | 
Power 4-stroke Motor Oil, for lubrication| 
hat results in exceptional engine 
performance. 
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FUELS 
ЗН | And to get absolute value from their! 
lubricant and petroleum products, SEAOIL 

has come up with a promo that's the perfect аига 

solution for the price-conscious motorist, in| — 

their effort to deliver generous discounts for] Race 2-Pena0vti— 

their gas and diesel products that gives true| Doña Nene (7), Masado 

value for all, SEAOIL 's LangiSulit promo. Pu et 


Home (5) 
Race Wid Orphan (4), Lov- 
"abe Tasha (2 hon Кай 
(6 Coecive reams (1) 
4—Репабалі— 
ponte (10), Money 
For Rap G). Whe 
Process (4) Lady Inday 
(8. Dom Par Pink (5) 
Race 5 Penta Or Dk 
Cope (10) Grand Homer 
(D. White Damon? (4. 
Рот. Duos Quest 2) 
RaceG—Unang Apo (1). ees- 
ла (2, Lovely Tara (4). 
‘Awesome Budóyfüpi 
Bahay (6) 
Face 7 (Pent Oriri oy 
cae 2). Кон Snomng 
(6), Нате (4). Cool Ce 
0. Go Go Ege (6) 
Race (Super GOTH} — 
Rase А Dow (1) 
Frenóy Venu (12) I- 
‘ay Ingay ©, BMI Baby 
(13, Мамаз Smis (4) 
Repiod (6) 
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То avail of the LangiSulit promo, customers 
must purchase one liter or gallon of any 
participating SEAOIL Lubricants such as 
4T Power, GEO Supreme, DEO Max, GT 
140/30, HDX 500 40/30/20/10. HD 200 SAE 
140/30 and 2T XP. Customers will then receive 
а coupon with corresponding discounts оп 
their gasoline and diesel products such as. 
E10 G5 Extreme, E10 Unleaded, Bioexceed 
йезе! and Auto Gas-Excel. The coupon can 
be instantly redeemed at the SEAOIL station 
|where the purchase was made, or they can 
be collected for bigger discounts. 
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NORTH LUZON 


Hurry and avail of this great offer from| 
SEAOIL. The LangiSulit promo runs from. 
October 1 to December 15, 2007. For more. 
information. sce posters and print ads, ог 
|visit the SEAOIL Station nearest you. 
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Stocks surge 2.2% on Wall St.'s record run: 
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PSEi hits 2-month high at 3,677.19 


overnight. 


Local brokers said bets of an- 
other US Federal Reserve inter- 
est rate cut when the Fed meets 
later this month has fueled the 
rise in Wall Street overnight. 

The 29-company Philippine 
index rose 
79.27 points or 2.2 percent to 


Stock Exchange 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


STOCKS ROSE TO A NEW TWO-MONTH HIGH 
after tracking the US market's meteoric gains 


3,677.19, its highest since July 
24 when it stood at 3,706.24. 
The indexs closing level yester- 
day was also nearing the markets 
all time high of 3,791.42 set last 
July 5, data from the PSE showed. 
‘Trading volume totaled 6.9 
billion shares worth P6.6 billion. 


Gainers swamped decliners 90 to 
36, while 51 stocks were steady. 

“Property and banking stocks 
have been receiving a boost from 
the expected rate cut on Thurs- 
дау” said Lawrence de Leon of 
Accord Capital Equities. 

“We've also seen several re- 
gional markets posting record 
levels and it's also helping push 
our market higher, although we 
have probably hit the ceiling at 
around 3,700 points.” 


STOCKS/BA 


HK egonraniist sees P43:$1 this year, P41:$1 in '08 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PESO YESTERDAY ROSE TO A 
two-month high of 44.74 to a dollar be- 
fore closing at 44.915 as some traders 
suspected strong central bank inter- 
vention to curb the sharp appreciation. 
In a briefing, Hong Kong-based 
economist Frederic Neumann yesterday 
said the peso had more room to rise 
against the dollar on the back of strong 
remittances from overseas Filipinos. 
Neumann said the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas had been trying to slow 


down the local currency's apprecia- 
tion but this ability to hoard dollars 
was limited. By year's end, the Н5ВС 
economist predicted that the peso 
would firm up at 43 to a dollar. 

By next year he said the peso 
would average even stronger at 41 
and further rally to 40 by end-2009. 

Yesterday's close marked a slight de- 
cline from Monday's finish of 44.85:$1, 
but this still represented a gain of 8.6 
percent since ending at 49.13 last year. 

A local currency dealer said the BSP 
was heavily buying dollars near the in- 


traday high in the moming, prevent- 
ing the peso's further appreciation. 

Yesterday's peak was the highest 
level hit by the peso since touching 
44.70 last July 24. 

Another currency trader said a breach 
of the crucial 4470:51 mark would 
mean a breakaway for the local currency. 

Neumann said the BSP would have 
to be content with the rising peso as it 
could not resist the uptrend of curren- 
cies across emerging Asia. 

“Whenever it intervenes, it adds 
pesos to the system and if there's so 


much money in the system, the BSP 
has to siphon off,” he said. 

The economist said mopping up ex- 
cess liquidity was equally costly be- 
cause of the high rates the central 
bank was offering to keep these funds 
locked up in its high-yield special de- 
posit accounts. 

At the same time, he said the peso's 
sharp appreciation was significantly 
helping to temper the rise in the inflation 
rate. He noted that the country’s inflation 
was unusually low for an economy that's 
growing by more than 7 percent. 
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Moving 500,000 vehicles through the years has brought Toyota Motor Philippines 
to unprecedented heights. But that is not the only thing we take pride in. We have always. 


stood by our commitment to make people's lives better through innovation, technology 


and social responsibilty. It is our promise that for the next 500,000 vehicles we will be 


selling and the millions more after that, we will be giving the same passion, the same 


commitment to take our customers with us as we move forward to the futur 
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7-year treasury bond rate falls 


From 7.125%, yield 
dipped to 6.596 yesterday 


oversubscribed, with P19.5 bil- 
lion worth of tenders submitted. 
during the auction, 
marked the government's first 
offering of seven-year peso 
bonds in seven months. 

"The rates fell due to expecta- 
tions that the BSP will cut rates 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE YIELD ON THE GOVERN- 


ment's 


bonds fell sharply yesterday, 


ahead of 
Pilipinas’ 


setting on Thursday. 


Bureau of Treasury, the seven- 


year T-bo1 
percent 


‘coupon rate of 7.125 percent. 
The P7 billion offering was 


SPECIAL PRICE 


seven-yéar treasury 


the Bangko Sentral ng 
monthly policy rate 
“In yesterday's auction of the 


nd rate dipped to 6.5 
from the previous 


which 
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in its meeting on Monday” a 
trader said. 

The trader said the peso's 
sharp appreciation was giving the 
BSP a stronger argument to slash 
its rates, but emerging inflation 
risks could also prompt the cen- 
tral bank to maintain the rates. 

Market players are also con- 
cerned with the sustainability of 
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the BSP's high-yielding special 
deposit accounts (SDA), which 
had successfully mopped up 
more than P400 billion worth of 
excess liquidity since this facili- 
ty was transformed into a more 
powerful monetary tool in May. 

Another banker said the drop in 
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the Tbond rate yesterday to 6.5 
percent "might be too aggressive." 

"Its clearly liquidity-driven. 
Of course they will say that the 
government has less borrow- 
ings now, but it's a question of 
sustainability." 


At this rate, he said the T- 
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bonds would no longer be at- 
tractive to investors anymore. 

Many traders are betting on a 
BSP rates cut following the sur- 
prise 50-basis point reduction 
by the US Federal Reserve last 
month. 

The BSP 's overnight borrow- 
ing rate stands at 6 percent after. 
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а 150-basis point cut in July 
when the central bank likewise 
scrapped a tiering system that 
paid declining interest rates on 
high volume of deposited funds. 

‘Ahead of the interest rate set- 
ting on Thursday, however, the 
BSP has indicated caution over a 
potential surge in money supply 
in the fourth quarter and the sky- 
rocketing oil prices—the two ma- 
jor risks to its inflation outlook. 

BSP Deputy Governor Diwa 
Guinigundo said a cut in the 
policy rates might or might not 
stop capital flows. 

"Lower interest rates could 
mean banks taking their funds 
ош of the BSP That can con- 
tribute to higher liquidity in the 
system. So while you may have 
scope for bringing down the rates, 


Last week, the BSP reported 
that the growth in the country’s 
domestic liquidity (m3) eased 
to 14.9 percent in August year- 
on-year from 18.7 percent in 
July. In August, however, there 
was a net outflow of “hot mon- 
ey" or portfolio investments in 
local stocks, bonds and money 
market given the global volatili- 
tyand risk aversion triggered by 
the US subprime woes. 

Domestic liquidity or m3 is 
the broadest measure of money 
and is used to estimate the sup- 
ply of money in an economy. 
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OXYLITE 
PORTABLE OXYGEN 


HEAD OFFICE 
4465 Golden Building. 
E. Rodriguez Sr. 
(BESIDE KANUNING BRIDGE) 
CALL 722-8888 


Goupsran orrice macuines £2674 
AUTOMATION CORPORATION 
ПАЗ AW Алаа. Сы 
Cagayan De Oro Оу METS, 7H 


CEBU BRANCH 
Espiritu Bul 
бошоп Су Maxlom Ave.. 

1032) 2336711 to 16. 
Fax: (032) 2336718 or 25 


33беп. 
bu City 


Door 2 Lua Вы. Quei Ave. 
hurl Si. Davao Cty 


Muir 


+ Handy and Portable 
+ Ideal for travel 
+ Imported from U.S.A. 


BE READY'IF'IT-STRIKES! 


PhilEXIM shall act as guarantor of 
Philippine Registered Companies, 
(PROS) 


‘Subject to Specific approval by- 
the relevant 
ЕСА can also finance: . Г 


+ ECA's insurance premium 


Projects catered to by PhIIEXIM. 
аге those supporting sectors of 
wider strategic significance for te 
Philippines. The priority sectors 
are: Infrastructure, Tourism, 
Information and Communication 
Technology, Power and Energy, 
‘Agri-Modernization, Maritime Fleet. 
‘Modernization and Mining. 


EQUIPMENT | FACILITIES 
COVERED 


Electic Power Generator | Hotel | ` * 
Mining Equipment | Radar 

Systems | ай Transport | Seaport 
Terminal | Telecom Parts | Water. 
lity and Distribution | Wind 
Turbines 


FORTIS: 


Functions as the Agent апі 
Lender 


Total Facilily Amount- EUR«100.0* 
Million 
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Functions as the Arranger aré 
Lender 


‘Total Расу Amount- USt 60.5 
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* phum mum- SOURCED EXPORT . 
FINANCING FACILITY 


Pursuant’ fo:"the ‘thrust of Her Excellency 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo-to ensure 
credit accessibility and in the process; attain 
sustainable growth to critical sectors, PhilEXIM 
‘opens doors to opportunities through -its 
partnership with two respected. global 
institutions - САМОМ Corporate and 
Investment Bank and FORTIS Bank N.V/S.A. 


Under: “this ойу, PhilEXIM 
developmental financing through line of credit of 
tip to 85% for the purchase of equipment and 
Services ‘from the United States, United 
Kingdom, China or from other countries within 
Europe and in the Scandinavian region. 


Advantages of the Facility: 


# Access to Available Funding Source „..,..:..; 
-Minimizes non-completion risk 


* Long Tenor 
Term: up to 10 years 


= Cost Savings 
-Reasonable financing cost vs. commercial 
borrowing 


+ Custom-Tailored Fund Raising Program d 
“Tying together the support of multiple ECAs їп. 4 
a financing project with harmonized terms 


+ Comfort to Foreign Suppliers & Local Buyer 


+ Relative ease of negotation and administration 
-Pre-approved criteria and 
documentation will minimize 
processing time 


The success of every institution mirrors the 
essence of PhilEXIM as a DFI: Competitive. 
Developmental. 


extends | 


PHILIPPINE EXPORT-IMPORT CREDIT AGENCY 
37h боо, Сабат Tower, Citibank Plaza, Valero 
Street, Makati Cty, Phiippines 
(02)848-1900/893-4204 
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Rice program 
benefits outweigh 
cost of subsidy 


PLANTING HYBRID RICE 
has saved the country as 
much as P13.9 billion in rice 
import cost since the Hybrid 
Rice Commercialization Pro- 
gram started in 2001, said an 
agriculture official. 

Ginintuang Masaganang 
Ani Rice Program executive 
director Frisco Malabanan 
said this was the “accumulat- 
ed value of incremental 
milled rice contributed by hy- 
brid rice” from 2001 to the 
dry season of 2007. 

“if we did not plant hybrid 
rice, this is the value of the rice 
we had to import,” he said. 

The cost of direct hybrid 
seed subsidy since 2001 was 
only P1.6 billion, Malabanan 


Malabanan issued the state- 


saying that “a sizeable amount 
of money and human re- 
sources spent on НАСР did not 
produce much social benefit.” 

On the contrary, Mala- 
banan said, planting hybrid 
rice enabled farmers to har- 
vest as much as 170 to 240 
cavans a hectare, higher than 


their usual output of 100-120 
cavans per hectare. 

This translates to an increase 
in profit to about P50,000 a 
hectare from P15,000. 

las crop year, 318,466 
hectares were planted to hybrid 
rice. For this year the target 
‘was set at 400,000 hectares. 

For 2008, the GMA rice 
program targets to cover 
500,000 hectares, which will 
be ‘increased to at least 
600,000 hectares in 2010. 

Malabanan said the subsidy 
forhybrid rice would likely con- 
tinue until next year due to its 
contribution to the farm sector. 

"Local governments and 
farmers have also appealed 
to us not to stop the seed sub- 
sidy" Malabanan said. 

He said the seed subsidy 
was no longer 100 percent, 
which was the rate when the 
program started in 2001. 

"Seed subsidy is now only 
P1,000 for a 20-kilo bag. 
Seeds cost between P2,400 
and P3,000 per bag,” he said. 

Of the proposed P2.4- 
lion budget for the GMA rice 
program in 2008, some P500 
million will be earmarked for 
the hybrid rice program. 


to reports 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 
and Riza T. Olchondra 


MONEY TRANSFER SERVICES FIRM 
Western Union Co. is adding 800 outlets in 
the Philippines by yearend as it pays special 
attention to the country, which it claims to 
be a "very important market” for the com- 
pany. 

Christina Gold, chief executive of the 
Colorado-based firm, said in an interview 
that its local network now covered 6,300 
locations. This, she said, was expected to 
reach 7,100 within the year. 

“Our priority is convenience for our cus- 
tomers, that is why it is important for us to 
put up (as many outlets as we car)," Gold 
said. 

“We want customers to be able to go to 
our locations with the greatest ease,” she 
added. 

Gold said the firm's Philippine expansion 
formed part of Western Union's global ex- 
pansion strategy. 

“Five years ago we had 120,000 loca- 
tions worldwide. Today, we already have 
312,000 (outlets),” she said. “By the end of 
the year we will have 325,000.” 

Last month, Western Union announced it 
signed new, multi-year agreements with 
three of its top agents in the Philip 
pines—Universal Storefront Services 
Corp., e-Business Services Inc. and PetNet. 
Inc. It recently signed up three new 
agents—Direct Agent 5 Inc, JP Tam- 
bunting Pawnshops and Davao-based retail 
chain Emcor Inc. 

“(We are very aware) that the Philippines 
is the fourth largest receiver of remittances 
in the world according to the World Bank,” 
Gold said, noting Bangko Sentral estimates 


GOLD 


that placed money transfers from abroad at 
about $14 billion in 2007. 

‘Western Union is also developing a mo- 
bile remittance system and micro-lending 
program also in line with its expansion in 
the country. 

At present, the company offers store- 
based and online remittance services. 

Gold said at the Managament Assócia- 
tion of the Philippines CEO Conference yes- 
terday that the company was testing mobile 
systems with undisclosed carriers. 

She added that the company wanted to 
offer a complementary micro-lending 
scheme that would extend $100 to 
$100,000 in loans. 

‘These loans, she said, would be aimed at 
providing capital to customers who were 
deemed "high creditrisk' by traditional 
lending institutions. 
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APC secures 
$380-M loan 


Group of foreign, local 


banks to provide funds Try 2007 Microsoft Office system for 60 days - free! 


And you'll wonder how you ever lived without it. 
By Abigail L. Ho ing Corp. Ltd., Philippine Na- 
tional Bank and Security Bank. 

SN ABOITIZ POWER INC. Of the $380-million loan, 
(SNAP), ajoint venture between $160 million represents the dol- 
Aboitiz Power Corp. and Nor- lar component while the peso 
ways SN Power, has secured а componentis P11.5 billion. 
$380-million loan to partially fi- ^ Oporto said the loan would 
nance the balance of the $530- Ье used for the Magat facility 
million purchase price of the acquisition and for the refinanc- 
360-megawatt (MW) Magat hy- ing of a $159-million loan from 
dropower facility in Isabela. Aboitiz Equity Ventures and 

In a disclosure to the Philip- shareholders’ advances. 
pine Stock Exchange yesterday, SNAP took over the operation 
АРС corporate secretary М. Jas- ofthe Magat plant in April, fol- 
mine Oporto said the loancame lowing its remittance of the 
from a consortium composed of $371-million down payment to 
the International Finance Power Sector Assets and Liabili- 
Corp., Nordic Investment Bank, ties Management Corp. 
Banco de Oro-EPCI Inc., Bank of The joint venture last year won 
the Philippine Islands, China the bidding for the plant with an 
Banking Corp, Development offer of $530 million, edging out Accomplish tasks with greater efficiency, 
Bank of the Philippines, The lone competitor First Generation $ я 
Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank- Northern Energy Corp. so you can do more in less time! 


Philex posts P1.08B Bons Е ie 
іп gold, copper output — "aom 


By Amy В. Remo cent, 58.43 grams per dry met- 
ric ton of gold and 55.63 grams 
PUBLICLY LISTED PHILEX MIN- per dry metric ton of silver. 
ing Corp. said it had produced According to the disclosure, the 
PLOB billion worth of gold and shipment consisted of an equiva- 
copper last month. ent metal content of 1.84 million Lots of attractive and easy to use templates so you can 
In a disclosure to the Philip- kilograms (4.06 million lbs) of create professional-quality materials in-house 
pine Stock Exchange, Philexchair copper; 414,001 grams (13,310 
and CEO Walter W. Brown said ounces) of gold and 393,851 
810,884 dry metric tons of dis- grams (12,663 ounces) of silver. 
seminated copper and gold ore Philex said it had more than 
"were delivered to and treated at doubled its profit in the first seven 
the Banget floatation facilities. months of the year to P3.1 billion 
This resulted in shipments of from year-ago's P1 4 billion. 
7,080 dry metric tons of copper Brown earlier said he was opti- 
concentrates, with an average mistic that this trend would con- 
copper content of 25.99 per- tinue until the end of the year 


CEB sees Manila as major 
connection hub in Asia 


CEBU PACIFIC HAS STARTED expand our regional operations.” 
flying from Hong Kong or Taipei The Hong Kong and Taipei 
to Bangkok, Shanghai, Jakarta, flights to Bangkok, Shanghai or 
Kuala Lumpur and Singapore, Singapore and vice versa are of- 
with Manila as the transit station. fered daily Connections wil be 
Candice lyog, CEB vice presi- four times weekly to Kuala Lumpur E ы 
dent for marketing and product, and three times to Jakarta. ^ 2% а $ 222 F3 
i Е 
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said “these international connec- Passengers can check in their 


ә _ У е Microsoft® 
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tions will position the countryas baggage through to their final 206 3 О | се 

atravel hub and we plan to offer destination and need not claim Е. o е Ebde 


more destinations as we further them in Manila. 
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"BEST IN CLASS AWARDED BY J.D. POWER IN THE 2005 AUTOMOTIVE 
PERFORMANCE, EXECUTION AND LAYOUT (APEAL] STUDY. ^^^ 
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ByRiza T. Olchondra Fafunwa said Bayan was preparing 
to spend about P10 billion over a 
BAYAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS five-year period, mostly to put up 
Inc, the phone subsidiary of Ben- infrastructure to cope with increas- 
pres Holdings Corp., is converting ing demand for the service. 
its parent company’s advance sub- The P10 billion is in addition to 
scriptions of P4.4 billion into equity, the P2 billion in capital expenditure 
the telco's officials said on the side- for 2007. Of this budget, about P1.5 
lines of the Management Associa- billion has been spent, mostly for 
Чоп of the Philippines CEO Confer- building wireless landline base sta- 
ence. tions. 

“The advances are deposits for “The company may spend P2 bil- 
future subscription,” Bayan CFO lion or more a year for the next five 
Meldin Al Roy said. “About P4.4 bil- years as demand grows," he said. 
Ion in advances were booked. This Fafunwa said funding for the 
маз even before the company en- next three years would come from 
tpred into rehabilitation. These de- internally generated funds. The 
posits will now be converted into company is still in the process of 
capital stock.” wiping out its $325-million debt by 

“The conversion may be complet- 2023, enabling it to exit its 19-year 
ed by yearend,” Roy said. “We are rehabilitation plan since September 
now preparing the papers for sub- of 2004. 
thission to the the SEC (Securities The company pays about P120 
and Exchange Commission).” million to creditors every quarter, 

‘Bayan is also targeting higher Roy said. Bayan's target was to pay 
shles for the year because of its off P2.39 billion in interest and 
wireless landline service. principal by the end of 2007. As of 

' Chief executive consultant Tunde September 2007, it has paid P380 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2007 
Bayan converts P4.4B 
in advances into equity 


million in principal and P1.75 bi 
lion in interest. 

In the first half, Bayan posted 
12-percent growth on the back of 
surging data and voice revenues. 
Bayan posted a net income of P800 
million in the first six months, a 
turnaround from its net loss of 
P1.19 billion in the same period a 
year earlier. 

Fafunwa also said the company 
was on track to beating its revenue 
and net income last year, but the 
rate of increase would depend on 
the strength of the peso. 

Bayan wants to enlist 100,000 
wireless landline subscribers by 
year's end. So far, it has signed up 
about 70,000. 

Bayan's wireless landline is avail- 
able in Marikina, Pasay, Caloocan, 
Manila, Davao City, Iloilo, Cagayan 
de Oro, Naga, Legaspi, Tacloban, 
Butuan and General Santos. 

Fafunwa said it would take P25 
billion and two to three years of in- 
frastructure rollout to cover the en- 
tire country. 


Galoc oil 
to be 
exported 
to Korea, 
Dubai 


By Abigail L. Ho 


GALOC PRODUC- 
tion Co. (GPC), the 
consortium operat- 
ing Service Contract 
14C in offshore 
Pélawan, is looking 
at exporting the oil 
tbe produced from 
ttle petroleum block 
by March next year 
to Korea or Dubai. 
In a briefing yes- 
terday, GPC country 
manager Kay Palma 
said that based on 
the groups initial 
test of the area's oil 
réserves, the oil that 


at the Makati Shangrila, Makati City. 


tlie light sweet vari- 


BAYAN Telecommunication chief executive consultant Tunde Fafunwa [L], Ambassador 
Tou be produced | Albert Del Rosario and Evelyn Singson, chair of the Management Association of the 
fromthe Reldwasof | Philippines CEO Conference Committee, at the 6th MAP International CEO Conference 


реа 


ety—unsuitable for 


=~ FPHC borrowing $220M 


he country has 
only two remaining 


25" to raise Meralco 


Shell ^ Petroleum 


stake 


Corp. Petron's facili- By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson Meralco Pension Fund, and the 9 percent 
Чёз are configured to owned by Union Fenosa. 

refine Saudi Arabian FIRST PHILIPPINE HOLDINGS CORP [fit completes the purchase of the two 
‘chide, while those оЁ (FPHC) of the Lopez Group plans to raise stakes, this will increase FPHC's total 
Shell are designed to $220 million through a syndicated loan to holdings in Meralco to more than 33 
refine Iranian crude. fund its proposed acquisition of ап addi- percent. 

“Palma said that tional 15.6 percent in sister firm Manila ЕРНС is also seeking shareholder ap- 
sipce ой from theGa- Electric Co. (Meralco). proval next week to raise fresh funds from a 
loc field was not of At the sidelines of a Management Associ- proposed preferred share offer to prepare 
te same quality as ation of the Philippines international СЕО for the government's planned sale of its 29- 
those that existing re- forum, FPHC president Elpidio L. Ibañez percent stake in Meralco. 
fineries could refine, said half of the loan would be denominated Ibañez said FPHC plans to raise P20 bil- 
Gálocoilwould have in dollars and the other halfin the local cur- lion from the issuance of 200 million pre- 
igbe sold outside the rency. ferred shares at P100 each. 
feuntry most likely It has tapped BancodeOrotoleadbanks ^ Preferred shares carry dividends at fixed 
‘tKorea and Dubai. ^ that will arrange the loan. Ibañez said the rates which must be paid before any divi- 

ZGPC expects to get funding may be secured by the end of the dends are paid to common shareholders. 


seme 10 million bar- 
rélsofoil from the Ga- 
loc field over the next. 


month. However, these are nonvoting shares. 
PHC has а 17.7-percent stake in Meral- — FPHC is the holding company for the 
co. Lopez family's interests in power genera- 


several years, With ^ FPHC earlier disclosed that it wanted to tion, distribution and infrastructure busi- 


fist oil to be drawn by 
March next year. 


buy the 6.6 percent in Meralco held by the nesses. 
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Jéseph Roxas said. 
«Тре US Federal Reserve earlier slashed key 
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interest rates by a surprise 50 basis points in 


0.537675. 
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its September meeting, signaling it was ready 
to shield financial markets from volatility 
caused by a worsening subprime housing 
‘mortgage crisis. With a report from AFP. 
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By Amy R. Remo 
Agri 

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI- 
culture expects the rice sector to 
grow by 5.74 percent next year de- 
spite the lingering effects of the 
prolonged dry spell and typhoons. 
‘The department is banking on 
production programs to make up 
for the shortfall this year, which 


this year. 


should carry over to next year. 

ture Secretary Arthur 
C. Yap earlier estimated that the 
sector would grow by 3 percent 


According 
Masaganang Ani Rice Program 
executive director Frisco Mala- 
banan, growth drivers next year 
include the restoration of irriga- 


to Ginintuang 


dry spell. 


Jobs at Subic up 11% 


Locators expanding operations, SBMA says 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


EXPANSION PROJECTS OF SUBIC LOCA- 
tors jacked up the number of jobs in the free 
port by 10.9 percent to 70,408 as of end- 
‘August, according to the Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority. 

SBMA data show that the increase from 
last year was felt as locator companies be- 
gan expansion projects. The entry of new 
firms into the free port also increased jobs. 

In the eight-month period, the manufac- 
turing sector accounted for 16,264 new 
hires while the services sector and con- 
struction sector opened up 13,495 and 
5,892 new jobs, respectively. 

The SBMA labor report also showed 
that of the total workers, two-thirds or 
47,638 were males working in compa- 
nies engaged in services and construc- 
tion. 

Female workers, meanwhile, number 
22,770, more than half of whom are also 
employed in the services sector. 

Further, SBMA said females working for 
manufacturing firms outnumber their male 
counterparts at 10,270 to 7,045. 

Olongapo City remains the biggest 
source of workers in the Subic free port 
zone, accounting for two of three employ- 
ees. 


Other workers come from Zambales 
(one of five); Bataan (14 percent); Metro 
Manila (6 percent); and Pampanga (3 per- 
cent). 

There are 700 companies operating in 
the Subic Bay free port, of which the top 10 
employer-firms account for about 34 per- 
cent of the workforce here. 

These include shipbuilder Hanjin 
Heavy Industries & Construction Corp., 
with total direct hires of 4,946; construc- 
tion firm KC Tech, 4,289; computer maker 
Wistron Infocomm, 3,257; electronics 
producer Nidec Philippines, 2,485; and 
manpower contractor Powerlane Re- 
sources, 2,231. 

Also on top of the list are electronics 
firm Sanyo Denki, 1,141; manpower ser- 
vice provider Jeannies Touch, 1,688; 
manpower contractor Nozomi Fortune 
Services, 1,157; Limech Garment Manu- 
facturing Co., with 926; and courier ser- 
vices giant Federal Express, with 910 
workers. 

Last June, SBMA announced Hanjin 
had committed to pour an additional 
$684 million in its $1-billion shipyard in 
Subic. 

Hanjin’s expansion plans are expected to 
open up more than 13,000 direct jobs by 
next year and 15,800 by 2011. 


SSS: Still deep 
in the woods 


THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYS- 
tem is awash with P17.3 billion 
їп cash. Banco de Oro paid this 
whopping sum for the SSS 
shareholdings at the Equitable- 
PCI Bank. My column of Sept. 
19 drew the background behind 
the sale. 

The millions of SSS members 
should heave a deep sigh of re- 
lief. Yet, there is little reason for 
jubilation. Admittedly, the 
P17.3 billion fills a big hole in 
the financial statement. But, as 
the 2004 annual report clearly 
shows, there are other gaping 
holes. SSS is still deep in the 
woods. 

First, in 1999, SSS lent P395 
million to Waterfront Philip- 
pines against the first mortgage 
over parcels of land and the as- 
signment of 200 million shares. 
Waterfront defaulted. In 2004, 
the court issued a writ of pre- 
liminary attachment. 

Second, also in 1999, then 
SSS CEO Carlos Arellano swore 
in an affidavit that, on direct or- 
ders by President Estrada, SSS 
bought shares of Belle Re- 
sources. The total acquisition 
cost was P1.078 billion. As of 
2006, the shares were worth 
476.145 million, resulting in a 
loss of P602.192 million. 

Third, real estate properties 
booked at over P12.8 billion 
"include ... properties consist- 
ing of condominium units, 
parking spaces (), commercial 
and memorial lots which were 
exchanged with shares of stock. 
It also includes prime lots ac- 
quired in settlement of com- 
mercial/industrial loans.” 

But these losses pale when 
compared with the losses in in- 
vestments in low-cost housing 
and in small loans (salary, tu- 
ition, calamity loans). 

Early in his administration, 
President Fidel Ramos em- 
barked on a flagship project of 
building 1.2 million low-cost 
housing units all over the coun- 
чу. To raise the P200 billion 
needed for his grandiose plan, 
Ramos ordered SSS, GSIS and 
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Pag-IBIG to pitch in. SSS lent 
P40 billion to the National 
Home Mortgage Finance for re- 
ending to low-cost homeown- 
ers. Four years into the pro- 
gram, the flagship was in total 
shambles. Laden with hopeless- 
ly uncollectible loans, NHMFC 
has gone bankrupt, not once, 
not twice, but three times. SSS 
is left holding an empty bag. 

‘To promote membership dur- 
ing its early years, SSS opened 
the small loans window. After 
being a member for only six 
months, a member could bor- 
row against his salary to pay for 
his child’s tuition. Or, after a ty- 
phoon, he could take out a 
calamity loan. Today, the small 
loans total over P30 billion. 
Over 80 percent are hopelessly 
overdue. Many of the borrowers 
cannot be located anymore. 
What is worse, when the bor- 
rowers retire, they will have no 
pensions to retire on. 

When I go over the SSS annu- 
al financial report, I have to 
keep reminding myself that, not 
being an accountant, when an 
investment goes down in value, 
the loss is considered merely a 
paper loss and is not recognized 
in the books as a loss. This ac- 
counting rule has been affirmed 
by the Supreme Court. So, SSS 
carries billions in assets which 
are nothing but cotton can- 
dy-—thatis, very little sugar, but 
mostly air. 

Let me say at this stage that 
the mess at the SSS has been 
festering long before the ap- 
pointments of Chair Thelmo 
Cunanan and president and 
CEO Corazon de la Pàz. Their 
tasks have been truly Her- 
culean. (Next week: What to do 
with SSS.) 
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tion systems, expansion of ge- 
metic material and provisions 
for post harvest facilities. 

Не added that the additional 
harvest of some 300,000 to 
350,000 metric tons from the 
quick turnaround planting pro- 
gram this year may compensate 
for the losses incurred from the 
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Rice sector seen growing 5.74% in 2008 despite dry spell, typhoons: 


A total of 99,217 hectares has 
been planted to palay since the 
ОТА program started on Aug. 1, 
exceeding the target of 88,174 
hectares. 

This buoyed hopes that the 
country will meet its target pro- 
duction this year of 16.23 mil- 
lion metric tons. 

The DA said it was confident 


ID: 


that rice supply would be 
enough for the whole year, giv- 
en the additional harvests from 
the QTA areas and the current 
buffer stock in the warehouses 
of the National Food Authority. 
According to data from the 
GMA Rice Program, Region 12 
led the QTA planting with 33,858 
hectares; followed by Region 10 


with 13,604 hectares; and Re; 
gion 6 with 12,043 hectares, = 

The ОТА scheme uses early? 
maturing seeds in fully irrigated - 
areas to recoup lost rice output 
due to the drought. у 

Earlier, Malabanan said thé 
DA targets to raise palay pro- 
duction to as much as 19 mi 
lion metric tons by 2010. 
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For only 


P 69,500 


Other Models avaliable: 


Flus avail of an All-in-one LOD PCI 


FOR SALES INQUIRIES CONTACT. 
i32] 5333812 [51 200] 53 2000 
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ВРИМ$ Insurance Corporation 
ar iae wed enone 
As of Docombor 31, 2005 
ADMITTED ASSETS 
Bonds ren 
po-— 
Real Esiste. 
Mortgage Loans 
Other Loans. 
Security Fund 
Other investments 
Cash on Hand and in Banks 
Premium Recenatia ә 
Premiums Due From Ceding Companies 
Reinsurance Recoverabe on Losses ... 
Loss Reserve Wahid by Coding Companies -....— 
Other Reinsurance Accounts Receivable 
Acssued investment соте... 
Electronic Data Processing Machine. 


P isnanssas | 
33192522126 
11609422830 
3472216543 

712428129 | 
29m | 
350017587 
EOM 
22139297188 
91066001 
4613690193 
543056366 
ТЕЧ 
4535243328 |. 
5739889178 | 


TOTAL ADMITTED ASSETS 
LIABILITIES 


Losses end Clakms Payable ... 
Reserve for Unesmed Premiums -~ 
Catastrophe Loss Reserve 

Premium Due to Rensumers ... 2 
Premium Reserve Wibheld for Reisurors 
Accounts Payable a 
Асошей Expenses 

Taxes Payable 

Other Uabiles 


p aaas eonassas | 


т вазтоила 
32661394446 
4157485296 
163099103 
1059036528 
эмали | 
wizaz | 
149405510 
38,960,708 65 


Total Liabiitios EEN 


STOCKHOLDERS EQUITY 


Captal Stock Paldup д 
Excess of Subscribed Capial Siock 
Contributed Suus. 

Retained Earnings 


P 3092320000 
mssmasa m 7 
1000000000 
614652,50.83 


Total Stockholders’ Equity. cesses 1498880 


TOTAL LIABILITIES AND STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY... Р 320846745883. 


(ты зугорё is prepared fom бе 2085 Ansa Semen, apo by the Пете Cosine i 
Пра Secon 225 af dhe see Code of 17H ар amended ) 
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The HP Proliant 01580 G5 Server. 
The most reliable foundation for your ERP. 


Powered by the Quod Core мє" Xeon® Processor, the HP Proliant 01580 G5 Server has been 
ranked the best server plofform for SAP solutions” It makes your ERP system effective, productive 
‘and change ready. With its open integration and application platform, information is betor 
consolidated and processes streamlined. Add to this о host of features ike the hotplug SAS” 
drives, fans ond PCI slots, ond you have a system thot is easy o instal, reossuringly dependable 
and secure. So conlact an HP representative today, becouse when it comes o reliability, you 


con always court on HP. 


1 1-800-1441-6688 
or (632) 867-3557 


ATRO 
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Filipina lone Asian speaker 


EDITH B. SOLA, APR, THE CEO OF 
World Communications (Philippines) Inc 
(WorldComPhil) has been chosen as ће 
lone Asian speaker to join more than 40 
leading industry experts in this October's 
International PR Congress in 
the Middle East. Other speak- 
ers include Alastair Campbell, 
communications adviser to 
then Prime Minister Tony 
Blaire, and Colleen Harris 
MVO, former Press Secretary 
to HRH The Prince of Wales. 

Sola's extensive background in 
PR and communications man- 
agement has not only maintained 
her competitive edge among the 
country’s PR practitioners, it has 
also gained her wide acclaim in the interna- 
tional PR scene. With more than 20 years of 
experience in PR and Integrated Marketing 
Communications under her belt, Sola's dy- 
namic presence is considered a staple in both 
local and international conferences. Prior to 
the upcoming Middle East convention, she 


"Masskara at the Powerplant Mall 


FEEL THE NEGROS BEAT AT MASSKARA SA 
Makati! on Oct. 6 at the Rockwell Tent 
grounds beside Powerplant Mall. The fun be- 
{gins at 6 p.m. with the La Carlota Drumbeat- 
‘ers. Party until midnight with the Wicked 
"Tarsiers Band and DJ Mike Collantes playing 
the sounds of the '808. Special guests in- 


in Mideast PR confab 


жаз also selected as lone speaker from the 
Asia Pacific Region to the International Pub- 
lic Relations Association and the Public Rela- 
tions Society of America Congress in Chicago 


in 2002. 

In 1993, Sola partnered with 
global PR giant Worldcom PR 
Group Inc where she conse- 
‘quently served as regional chair 
of the Asia Pacific for three terms. 
Sola has also been consistently 
active in the Public Relations So- 
ciety of the Philippines where she 
was elected director for 3 terms, 
chaired the Professional Devel- 
opment Committee and the most 
coveted, Anvil Awards. She has 
also served as executive director 
of the World Young Business Achievers 
Award, an intemational award body that 
recognized successful young leaders in busi- 

ness and entrepreneurship. 
Edith Sola concurrently acts as the senior 
consultant of the World Communications 


Gulf LLCin Dubai. 


clude the cast of upcoming indie film "Beer- 
house" starring Joel Torre, Ronnie Lazaro, 
Epy Quizon, Ryan Eigenmann and Gwen Gar- 
ci. The event is co-presented by the Associa- 
tion of Negros Producers, San Miguel Corp, 
and La Salle Bacolod Alumni of Metro Mani- 
a. 
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GE Money Bank refits branches 


GE MONEY BANK HAS COMPLETED A RE- 
fit of its 15 branches following its launch 
last year. Starting with its branch in Ayala, 
Makati, half of GE Money Bank's branches 
in the country in and outside Metro Manila 
are now designed to give customers wider 
areas to conduct their business. Among 
them are the GE Money Bank branches in 
Salcedo, Ortigas, Greenhills, Del Monte 
and Caloocan for Metro Manila, as well as 
provincial branches located in San Pablo, 
Lipa, Batangas, Cagayan de Oro, Davao, 
Cebu Business Park, Plaridel, Lapu-lapu, 
and Bacolod. GE Money Bank opened with 
30 branches nationwide. 

Designed by Binswanger Philippines, 
the new set-up greatly changes the envi- 
ronment of the branch by making it look 
warmer and very customer-friendly 
with the GE Money’s brand color and lo- 
go. Further, the 30-percent increase in 
client space makes the branch more 
open and inviting to its customers. The 
refitted layout offers more space for cus- 
tomers and departs from the traditional 
bank layout. 


Deposits grown by 200% 

“The changes made in the bank 
helped the branch in growing our busi- 
ness. Since we have more customers 
who are happy with their banking expe- 
rience with us, we have grown our de- 
posit level by over 200 percent since the 
refit,” said Francis Reyes, GE Money 
Bank Ayala branch manager. The refit 
has also positively affected employee 


morale as the new environ- 
ment is very conducive to 
working effectively and cul 
vating good customer rela- 
tions. 

Doris Gonzales, GE Money 
Bank head for branches fur- 
ther says, “We have received 
very positive feedback from 
our customers with regard to 
the refit. They find the new 
look to be unique and very 
conducive to conducting 
banking transactions.” Cou- 
pled with the personalized 
service that the Bank is 
known for, the new branch 
premises enhance the cus- 
tomer's banking experience. 


The branch refit is part of 
GE Money Bank's strategy to 
provide its customers with a 
simply better banking experi- 
ence. It is an initiative that 
aims to address customers’ 
needs of accessibility, effi- 
ciency and convenience. 

With its modern look and 
simple lines, the newly-refi 
ted branches are able to sim- 
plify banking processes and 
provide personalized service 
toits customers. 

For more information on 
GE Money Bank, visit any of 
its branches or call 721-8000, 
or log on to www.gemoney- 
bank.com.ph. 


Living up to the word ‘tawad’ in shopping 
.ETYMOLOGICALLY SPEAKING, 
“the word “tawad” ог “paghingi 
ng tawad”, due to the inherent 
linguistic creativity of the Fil- 
‘ipino, was transformed from 
"being a plea of forgiveness to a 
‘request for a substantial dis- 
count. It was to become an ut- 
terance that — reverberates 


throughout the country and be- 
camea customary act. 

So how do Filipinos make 
tawad? It's basically more like a 
game of pure wits, cunning, and 
strategy. When they see a poten- 
tially good product they want to 
buy, they start by asking for a 
hefty discount, which ranges 


from around 40-sometimes up to an unbe- 
lievable 50-percent tawad, coupled with a 
poker face, with the hope of the seller final- 
ly giving in. 

If they sense stiff resistance, the next 
strategy would be to walk away, giving the 
impression of looking for another store to 
look for the same product, and also hoping 
that the seller settles for a compromise. 
True enough, the seller yields just to seal 
the deal, especially if it’s a buena mano for 
the day. More often than not, the customer 
gets what he wants—both product and 
large discount. 

Thus, stretching the value of the peso 
through tawad or pagtawad became a com- 
mon trait among Filipinos regardless of social 
and financial stature, especially in a hawker's 
paradise like Divisoria. And it being historic 
Divisoria, Tutuban Mall is no exception. 

However, the difference when shopping 
at Tutuban Mall—the “bargain capital of 
the Philippines"—is that, more importantly, 
the prevailing philosophy at the mall is to 
ensure that shoppers should get value for 
their money through quality products, 
whether the buyer made tawad or not. 

Living up to their name as bargain capi- 
tal? There is no doubt about Tutuban Mall's 
viewpoint when it comes to giving due im- 
portance to the Filipino shopper. And this is 
an area where Tutuban Mall offers abso- 
lutely no compromise. Tutuban Mall is ab- 
solutely the right place of “True Pinoy 
Shopping Experience”. 


Figaro Coffee 


around the country 


COFFEE IS NOW A LIFESTYLE 
product and coffee shops like 
Figaro would do well to stay 
close to where the coffee farms 
are, around the country. Figaro 
how sources its beans directly 
from coffee farmers in the 22 
“coffee-growing provinces from 
Benguet to Sultan Kudarat. 
‘Three years ago, Figaro start- 
ced spreading the aroma of its 
Доне blends beyond Metro 


trict of Davao in September 
2005. 

Figaro is poised to open in 
SM Bacolod, while plans con- 
tinue for a few more outlets їп 
Cebu headed by SM Expansion 
Area to be operated by Diana 
Yap, a cousin of the Davao fran- 
chisee. 

More provincial branches are 
within the development radar 
of Figaro's management in the 


XANDO RENEWS PARTNERSHIP WITH WATSONS 


Perfectaire Inc, the local distributor of Xando 
Block and Burn in the Philippines, recently re- 
newed йв partnership with Watsons personal 
store chain. The fastest-selling dietary supple- 
‘ment in the country today, Xando Block Bum is 
exclusively available at all Watsons outlets. Now 
on its 2nd year with the personal store chain, Per- 
fectaire Inc president Wilfred Chua expressed his 
satisfaction over Watsons all-out support for 
their product. Watsons caters to our target mar- 
ket and so we owe our success to them. Because 
of their tremendous support, there was an im- 


mense market patronage for Xando. Watsons se- 
nior merchandising comptroller Stanley Perez 
was likewise honored to be part of the meaningful. 
event. He emphasized that Perfectaire's renewal 
of their partnership is an indication of their undy- 
ing trust in their outlets. "We are deeply honored 
to be the sole distributor of a prestigious brand 
like Xando, which is recognized all over Asia.’ 
Shown, from left: Perfectaire general manager 
Nina Lacap and president Wilfred Chua, Watsons 
senior merchandising comptroller Stanley Perez 
and senior category manager Aida Lapez. 


Animal blessing at Bonifacio Higb Street 


THE ANIMAL WELFARE COALITION, 
Hobbes & Landes, Texas Road House 
Grill and Krispy Kreme invites all ani- 
mal lovers to an animal blessing on 
Oct 7, Sunday, 5 p.m., at the Bonifacio 
High Street, Bonifacio Global City, 
Taguig. The event celebrates World 
p Animal Day (WAD).There will be 


G Audio’s new home 


treats, games and prizes for the pets 
and their humans. This event is in co- 
operation with Bonifacio High Street 
and the City of Taguig. Rev. Fr. Nolan 
Que will bless the animals. Be there 
rain or shine! For more information, 
call 867-4506 or log on to www.ani- 
malwelfare.com.ph. 


‘Manila, starting with the Sta. 
Rosa outlet in June of 2004, 
then Tagaytay, followed closely 
Зу Baguio in early 2005. Soon 
"after, a franchised outlet was 
opened by Cindy Yap in the 
Chimes Mall in the business dis- 


next 2 quarters. Log on to 
wwwifigarocoffee.com to view 
the various locations of Figaro. 
With a Figaro outlet near you, 
you are always assured of your 
cup of great-tasting coffee, 
within easy reach. 


‘Pork-less cuisine for Ramadan 


"IN OBSERVANCE OF THE MUS- 
lim holy month of Ramadan, 
the Satti Grill House is offering 
more non-pork delicacies for 


Curry and other food from 
Southeast Asia to give Muslims 
more halal food choices as they 
break their daily fast that starts 


One of the country's most trusted and popular 
names in In-Car-Entertainment (ICE) set ups 
and automotive detailing has relocated to a 
much better location. G Audio's new home is 
at Greenhills Garden Square Condominium, 
297 Boni Serrano Avenue. "Our intent is to get 
closer and be more accessible to our client 
base,” states Gerry Chua, the man behind 
award-winning show cars and the accredited 
ICE installer of the “Aftermarket Mafia”. 

The G Audio shop boasts of a much expan- 
sive floor space. A three-car garage can accom- 
modate major ICE installation, repair and au- 
tomotive detailing at the same time. “G Audio 


is an accredited dealer of major in-car audio- 
video systems such as Sony, JL Audio, Momo, 
JVC, Alpine, Polk Audio, Hyfonics and Adam's 
automotive detailing," says Chua. A display 
rack inside the climate-controlled showroom 
allows patrons to view different audio-video 
products and suggested set ups. "This would 
allow clients to decide on what kind of set up 
they prefer and our trained staff can show 
them the different features of their desired 
brand,” adds Chua. 

For details on how to improve your ICE, get 
in touch with G Audio at 705-3210 or log on to 
www.g-audioph.com 


“Manila-based © Muslims-and 
non-Muslims alike-to feast up- 
‘on in their day-long fast that 
‘ends at 5 p.m. daily. 

Satti Grill House, the first 
food outlet to serve exotic food 
from Zamboanga City and Sulu 
at the SM-Fairview Food Court, 
has beefed up its menu by intro- 
ducing the Malaysian Chicken 
Sate with Peanut Sauce, the In- 
йопезїап Beef Satay with Hot 
Mango Dip, the Malaysian Beef 


абат 

But the main attraction of the 
Satti Grill House remains the 
spicy Satti, the local version of 
the Sate and Satay that is the 
rave in Thailand, Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Singapore. 

Satti, which is made of 
peanut-based soup, is served 
with grilled beef or chicken. 
What makes the “Satti experi- 
ence” unique is the fact that 
the rice served is cooked in 

coconut leaves and 
is dipped in the 
Satti soup when 
eaten. 

Call or visit the 
Satti Grill House at 
FS 16-8 Ground 
Floor, SM Fairview 
Food Court, Quirino 
Highway Quezon 
City (932- 
3609/430-0282/ 
0917-5208013). 


SUBARU ВАШУ DRIVER CODY CROCKER 
recently secured his second consecutive 
ia-Pacific Rally Championship after fin- 
ishing fifth in the Rally Indonesia. Crocker, 
with co-driver Ben Atkinson, had a tough 
race in the heat and rugged roads of In- 
donesia, but the pair battled on to grab the 
necessary points to win the championship. 

А crucial ingredient to Crocker's campaign 
in winning the Asia Pacific Rallye Champi- 
onship (APRC) is Motul's 300V Double Ester 
Motor Oil. Aside from powering the Subaru 
APRC team, Motul is the oil and lubricant of 
choice of the Subaru World Rallye Team 
competing in the World- Rallye Champi- 
onship (WRC). 

Motul 300V is made up of Double Ester 
technology which significantly improves en- 
gine output performance by carefully bal- 
ancing the ratio of complex esters with the 
newly developed macromolecular high poly- 
mer ester developed by Motul. By maintain- 


ing high film strength, the 300V series is able 
to withstand long-term shearing loads and 
sustain the oil's advanced lubricating proper- 
ties even on the highest of temperatures. 
The 300V series was designed to perform 
in engine areas which are subjected to ex- 
treme conditions that often exceed the “safe 
zone” where traditional lubricants fall short. 
This performance of the 300V translates to 
consistent oil pressure, better engine re- 
sponse and lower oil temperature for im- 


Motul and Subaru: A winning combination 


proved engine performance, higher horse- 
power output and complete engine durabili- 
ty. It is literally like a smart ой tailor-made to 
serve its purpose. 

Motul's line of oil and lubricants range 
from the high performance 300V series, 100- 
percent synthetic motor oils for gas and 
diesel, ATR DIII, power steering oils, limited 
slip differential oils, gear oils, coolants, brake 
fluids and a comprehensive maintenance 
line. 

Motul is a certified, recommended and oil 
of choice of racing teams that compete in the 
Japan Super GT, World Rallye Championship 
(WRO), 24-Hour Le Mans, Asia-Pacific Ral- 
ye Championship (APRC) and the Moto СР 
For details on how to improve your cars per- 
formance, call 726-0399 or visit the Motor 
Image Subaru Showroom along Edsa and 
‘Autoplus Sporzentrium at 233 Edsa, Man- 
daluyong City, or log on to wwwmo- 
tul.com.ph. 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Neri Poon 
bis AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, through Its Bids and Awards Committee 
ВАС), Invites bidders to apply for eligibility and to bid for the hereunder project: 
One (1) lo Supply, delivery, 
installation and commissioning of 
СОТУ Systems for the following ВБР 
Regional Offices/Branches. per BSP 
Terms of Reference, Technical 
Specifications, Scope of Work and Bll 
of Quantities: 

La Union Regional Otice 

Cebu Regional Office 

‘Davao Regional Office 

поо Branch 

Bacolod Branch 

Balac Branch 

Dagupan Branch 

Dumaguete Branch 

. Tacloban Branch 

Kalibo Branch. 

Legazpi Branch 

Cabanatuan Branch 

Lucena Branch 

Naga Branch 
P140,663,850.00 (ot price) 
‘Within one hundred eighty (180) 
calendar days after receipt of the 
approved contract. 


Prospective bidders should have undertaken at least three (3) but not more 
than tive (5) similar requirements, awarded and completed from Y2002 to 
prosent, aggregating to at least 50% of the ABC, one of which costs at least 
Bst of the ABC. The Elghilly Check/Screening as well as the Preliminary 
Examination of Bids shall use non-discretionary "раз/а!" criteria, Post- 
qualification of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 
All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, 
Performance еситу, Pre-Bidding Conference(s), Evaluation of Bids, Post- 
Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the pertinent 
provisions of R.A. No. 8184 and its Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR). 
"The complete schedule of activities is listed, as follows: 
Activities Schedule 
T. Issuance of Bid Staring 3 October 2007, 
Documents ‘yp to 2:00 p.m. onih 
2. Pre-Bid Conference 26 October 2007, 10:30 a.m. 
3. Opening of Bids 13 November 2007, 2:00 p.m. 
4. Bid Evaluation ) These shal be in accordance i The 
scribed periods alowed in o трете 

5, Post-qualification ) Res iguatons (RP A ot R.A No. 9184 

6, Notice of Award ) dated 10 January 2003 
Bid Documents willbe available only to prospective bidders upon payment of 
а non-refundable amount of P50,000.00 to the BSP Cashier 
The BSP assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or indemnity 
bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of the bid. 
The BSP reserves the right to reject any and ай bid proposals, or declare the 
bidding a failure, ог по! award the contract, and makes no assurance that a 
‘contract shall be entered into as а result of this invitation. 

(504) JUAN DE ZUÑIGA, JR. 
Chairman 


Name of Project / 
Briel Description 


‘ered o Бе болгай ABO) 


Delivery Period 


‘Poi oetobor 3.2007) 
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COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 
Manila 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY 
AND TO BID 


Sealed applications for eligibility and bid documents forthe supply 
and delivery of 3,600,000 pcs. Paper Seal (CEF No. 12) for use in 
connection with the October 29, 2007 Barangay and Sangguniang 
Kabataan Elections, shall be received at the Comelec Session Най, 
ih floor, Palacio del Gobernador, Intramuros, Manila, October 10, 
2007 at 10:00 in the morning, at which place, date and time, said 
sealed bids shall be opened in the presence of the members of the 
Bids and Awards Committee, representatives of the Commission оп 
Elections, Commission on Audit, Philippine Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, Parish Pastoral Council for Responsible Voting, the 
participating bidders and the public, with an approved budget of Five 
Million Four Hundred Thousand Pesos (P 5,400,000.00) charged 
against the savings of the May 14, 2007 National and Local Elections, 


А Pre-bid Conference shall be held on October 8, 2007 at 10:00 
in the moming at the Comelec Session Hall, 8th Floor Palacio del 
Gobernador Building. 


Bid documents and specifications may be obtained during regular 
office hours, beginning October 4, 2007 from the Property Division 
upon payment at the Cash Division, Commission on Elections, of a 
non-refundable amount of Two Thousand Seven Hundred Pesos 
(P2,700.00). 


ls shall be accompanied by a Bid Security equivalent to one 
per centum (1%) of the approved budget for the contract to be bid, in 
the form of cash or Manager's/Cashier's check payable to the 
"Commission on Elections”. 


50% on or before October 15, 2007 
50% on or before October 18, 2007 


The COMELEC reserves the right to reject any or all bids, waive 
any formal defect contained therein, and accept the lowest complying 
responsive bid that is most advantageous to the Commission. 
Likewise, it reserves the right to review the qualifications of the bidders 
after the bidding and before the contract is executed. Should such 
review uncover any change, in the situation of the bidder to materially 
downgrade the substance of such statements, the COMELEC shall 
disqualify the bidder upon due notice without any obligation 
whatsoever on the part of the COMELEC for any expense or loss 
that may be incurred by the bidder in the preparation ofits bid. 


October 3, 2007. 


Delivery shall be: 


(Sgd.) JOSE M. TOLENTINO, JR. 
Chairman 


Bids and Awards Committee 
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The Widest Read Classifieds 


More Classified Ads: 


PSALM > 

Philippine Navy... 

National Food Authority .. 
Marilou О. Adea .. 

National Power Corporation .. 
Hafele Phils. Inc. .... 
Silvestre Neri ......... 
DOLE-Region ІУ... 
DOLE-NCR.. 
Talahome Inc. 
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sec ndo aci 
8940282 80766 


Enjoy Our 
ALL-DAY WAGYU SPECIAL!!! 


ON October B - 12.2007 Mon- Fn 
NIHONBASHI-TEI 
Izakaya & Steak House 


арап Wagyu Beef Rib Eye Steak (150g) So! Menu 
med veggies, soup and rice are Included) 
vf, for ONLY P 80090 

MUR тер for FIRST 100 GUESTS ONLY 
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Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Rehabilitation of LTO-Region II Motor Vehicle Inspection Station 
Renovation and improvement of MVIS bullding 
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Слить 
(PO-Ociober 300) 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


TOUR COORDINATORS 
+ 


Male/Female, 30-35 years of age 

Collage Graduate 

Fluent in Korean Language 

With at least 3 years of experience as tour coordinator 
With Marketing ability 


Please send your application with comprehensive resumé w/ photo 
at: 


мота (Subic) Incorporated 
Lot-P1, Phase 1, SBIP, Rizal Highway Comer Perimeter Road, Subic 
Bay Freeport Zone, Tel. No. (047) 252-2541 

(Poi - 00.3.0. 17,2007) 


RYKEROLL 
RENT-A-VAN 
07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
7878716 / 1964377 
09213497110 


CORPORATE LAWYER 


With minimum of 8-10 years experience in drafting 1 
corporate contracts to work for a reputable Law :| 
firm. Must be fluent in English Language. High | 
basic plus allowances provided. 


Please send resumé to: 


andreGinvestorgate.org 
or rachelle@investorgate.org 
or cali Ms. Rochelle @ 0915-9834627 


JOSE MARIA “BARRY” 
ABAD-SANTOS VALDES 


Passed away on October 1, 2007. 


Wife Gigi; children Ian, Franco, 
Benjie, Ida and life partner Phoebe 
say goodbye with love. 


His remains are at Pinaglabanan 
Church, San Juan. 


Interment will follow after 
the 5:00 p.m. Mass, Friday, 
October 5, 2007. 


fac 
Я Ernesto Trias Yenuino- 


Ex-Mayor of Gen. Trias, Cavite 
Peacefully joined our Lord on 29 September 2007 
at the age of 86. 


His loving wife Puring (t); children Junior and Baby, Bebot 
and Daisy, Neda and Soc (1), Dodo (1) and Anna, Olive (1) 
and Ray, and Elinore; together with grandchildren, brother, 
sisters relatives and friends, request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the family residence at 
#159 Juan Luna St. Gen. Trias, Cavite. 


Interment will be on October 6, 2007, Saturday, 2:00 pm at the 
0 „Artemio Riearte(Vibora) Cemetery afier the 9:00 am 
E] necrological services at the General Trias Municipal Hall, 


KK 


‘ 


"Lam the resurrection, and the life, He who believes in 
Me will live, even though be dies, and whoever believes 
in Me will never di." 


EULALIA 
TANGCO LOPEZ 


of Claveria, Cagayan 


Pencefully joined our Lord Jesus Christon October 1, 2007 
at the age of 101. 


She is the beloved wife of DELFIN SR. (+) and sadly missed but lovingly 
remembered by her children and spouses MARINA and NICANOR (AQUINO), 
LETICIA and JOVITO (CASTILLO), VIRGILIO and LOLITA (AQUINO), RUBEN and 
ERLINDA (ESPIRITU), JAIME and MAUREEN (TULLY), SALVADOR and CYNTHIA 
(ROSALES), NICANOR and EUNICE (CORDOVA), DELFIN JR. and MA. DOLORES 
(GARCIA), EULALIA and ENRIQUE (1) (ARRASTIA) and ISABEL JAY 
grandchildren and great-grandehildren, relatives and friends, 

Her remains Не in stale at LOYOLA MEMORIAL CHAPELS at 
Dr. А Santos Ave, Parañaque Ci. 

Interment will take place on October 7, 2007 at Himlayang 
Pipino Memorial Park, Tandang Sora, Quezon Су, afer the 
8:00 AM. Nass. 

We ask for your prayers for the eternal repose of 
her sol. 


Atty. Angel “Lito” Tinio Domingo 


Singalong, Manila and Guimba, Nueva Ecija 
Ateneo de Manila High School Class 1956 
U.P. College of Law Class 1963 


Peacefully joined his Creator and wife Agnes 
(Girlie) Flores and parents Francisco and Ala Tinio 
Domingo on Sept. 30, 2007 at the age of 69. 


His loving children, Ma. Ala (Mia) and Marga; 
brother Benjamin, in-laws, nephews, nieces and other 
relatives & friends requests pious readers to pray for 
the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Capilla de la Virgen, 
Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati. 


Interment will be on Thursday Oct. 4, 2007 at the 
Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina after the 9:00 A.M. 
Mass at the Santuario de San Antonio. 


JLA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


Tel. Nos.: 712-3001; 749-3806 to 11 
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ATTY. ELPIDIO J. 
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HSBC: OFW-fueled growth can't be sustained 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC GROWTH, 
as fueled by remittances from overseas 
Filipino workers, will likely last for five 
to ten more years given favorable glob- 
a] demographics, but a more solid in- 
dustrial backbone has to be built to 
sustain growth of over 7 percent over 
the long haul. 

‘According to visiting HSBC economist 
Frederic Neumann, the country should 
work harder to attract more investments, 
and harness tremendous potentials from 
three sectors—business process out- 
sourcing, mining and tourism. 


Growth to come from BPO, mining, tourism, says analys 


The country's gross domestic product 
(GDP)—a closely watched economic in- 
dicator, which sums up all goods and 
services produced by the domestic econ- 
omy—grew by 7.3 percent in the first 
semester to hit its strongest in 20 years. 
“Despite this tremendous economic 
achievement in the first half, to some de- 
gree, its a bit of a mirage because it was 
fueled by a tremendous amount of re- 
mittances coming from abroad," Neu- 
mann said. "But over the long term, that 
model of economic development is not 


Some of the coun 


try's best doctors 
earned their stripes here. 


sustainable." 

In the last few months, for instance, 
Neumann said growth in remittances 
from overseas Filipinos had slowed 
down. He said this could have a dampen- 
ing impact on private consumption in the 
quarters ahead. 

For this year, Neumann expects the 
country's growth to average at 6.5 per- 
cent, and then slow down to 5.5 percent 
by next year as it remained “vulnerable 
to shifts in remittance.” 

"We cant maintain an economic 


At Manila Doctors Hospital, we take pride in our ability to produce a corps of highly-trained, 
highly-skilled physicians. And we're equally honored to engage the services of the best 
and most experienced medical specialists in their field, whose expertise have garnered both local 
and international acclaim. All to give our patients the best possible medical care. 


WORLD-CLASS CARE WITHIN YOUR REACH 


Contact us now for more information: (02) 524-3011 + www.maniladoctors.com.ph • info 


growth rate of 7 to 8 percent by just basi- 
cally throwing money to the economy" 
he said. “Tm not saying its not a real 
achievement, but what we know is we 
need investments to make it sustainable, 
and investment is what is sorely lacking,” 

Neumann said the banks’ real lending 
growth remained anemic, suggesting 
sluggish investment appetite. 

“There has been activity in the con- 
struction sector, but this is largely fi- 
nanced by cash [from] older OFWs 
bringing money to build homes for their 


9 


retirement,” he said. 

But the analysts said favorable demo- 
graphics would likely continue for the 
meantime. He is referring to the coun- 
trs young population, contrasting it 
with the aging population in western 
countries—a condition that is seen to 
drive up demand for imported labor. 

He added the country could also be- 
nefit from remittance dividends in the 
form of skills and earnings, brought 
home by retuming workers, which 
could be invested locally. This is what is 
happening in India, which experienced 
the remittance phenomenon ahead of 
the Philippines. 


MANILA 
DOCTORS 
HOSPITAL 


Metrobank Group 


maniladoctors.com:ph 


Megaworld 
seals Iloilo 
airport deal 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


MEGAWORLD CORP HAS FINALLY SIGNED 
a sale and purchase agreement with the gov- 
emment to buy the 54.5-hectare old Пойо 
airport property in Mandurriao, Пойо City 
for P1.2 billion in cash. 

In a disclosure to the stock exchange, 
Megaworld said it would apply with the 
Philippine Economic Zone Authority (Peza) 
for a special economic zone license and turn. 
the old airport lot into a business district. 

The property firm expects the project to 
become a magnet for major business process 
outsourcing (BPO) companies interested in 
setting up shop in the Visayas region. 

Also, Megaworld plans to build educa- 
tional facilities geared toward providing 
value-added training to equip prospective 
employees with the necessary skills suited 
to the requirements of call centers and oth- 
er BPO businesses that will be based in the 
proposed business district. 

Iloilo is the center of commerce and edu- 
cation in Western Visayas. On the other 
hand, Megaworld is the pioneer developer 
of urban information technology or BPO 
parks in the country, starting with the Peza- 
accredited Eastwood City CyberPark in 
Quezon City. 

Alliance Global Group Inc. has а 46-per- 
cent stake in Megaworld, and is the holding 
firm of property magnate Andrew Tan. The 
holding firm has a P32.8-billion war chest 
as of the end of the first half. Tan controls 
both AGGI and Megaworld. 

The governments attempt to auction off 
the old Пойо airport property sometime in 
the second quarter was declared a failure 
because all bid prices submitted were be- 
low the P1.2 billion floor price set by the 
Department of Finance. 


SSS mulls over 
plan to invest 
P18.7B abroad 


STATE PENSION FUND SOCIAL SECURITY 
System (SSS) is studying the possibility of 
investing roughly P18.7 billion of its assets 
abroad, similar to what the Government 
Service Insurance System (GSIS) has done. 

At the sidelines of yesterday's Manage- 
ment Association of the Philippines (MAP) 
international CEO forum, SSS president 
Corazon dela Paz said that, under its char- 
ter, the pension fund could invest 7.5 per- 
cent of its assets in foreign instruments. 

Total assets of the SSS are estimated to 
reach P250 billion. 

Dela Paz said the pension fund is current- 
ly receiving proposals from “interested par- 
ties” who wish to act as financial adviser for 
the undertaking. 

“This still has to go through the commis- 

ion,” Dela Paz said. “We can make a deci- 
sion by the first semester next year.” 

Dela Paz said the SSS has yet to decide on 
the mix of investments. The pension fund is 
considering both equities and fixed income 
instruments. 

In the first half of the year, the SSS made 
P15.58 billion in investment income and 
collected P29.94 billion in members’ contri- 
butions. 

‘The investment income surged from P6 
billion in the same period last year, follow- 
ing the recent sale of SSS shares in blue 
chips like San Miguel Corp. and Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone Co. (PLDT). 

The SSS sold its shares equivalent to а 
board seat in San Miguel for P13.22 billion, 
and generated another P2 billion from the 
sale of some PLDT shares. 

Earlier, the Government Service Insur- 
ance System announced plans to invest $1 
billion of its assets in the international in- 
vestment market to boost its income-gener- 
ating ability. Elizabeth Sanchez —Lacson 
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CHEVROLET 


YOU WON'T LOOK ANYWHERE ELSE. CAPTIVA 


From whichever angle you look. the Captiva is designed to impress. 
Available in: 


= 
| 4х2 ond 4х4 2:41 DOHC gasoline engine 
| 4x2 ond 4x4 2.0L CRDI with Turbo Intercooler diesel engine 


Tiptronic System Headlamp Leveling DuorArbag in-dash CD/MP3 odip player. Rain Sensor Wipers мос bake Sytem Visit www.chevrolet.com.ph 


Test drive today at your nearest Chevrolet dealer: MAKATI 894-1976, 857-8183 to 87 e QUEZON AVENUE 374-1250 TO 58 • SHAW 535-4944. 533-6349. — 212 CHEVROLET — 
533-8375, 533-1263 » PASIG 672-1612 to 14, 672-1486 * ALABANG 771-1206 lo 09 • NORTH EDSA 374-9992 to 97, 274-9963 « MANILA 564-0129 а — An ROADSIDE а 
CEBU (032) 234-0426 ta 29 • PAMPANGA (045) 963-3333, (045) 880-2000 » DAVÁO (082) 300-7777. (082) 235-3811 = DAGUPAN (075) 523-7777 KE © 


1975) 523-1635. (075) 515-5577 * ILOILO (033) 3374540 = BACOLOD (034) 708-2489 + LAGUNA (632) 6992458, (046) 4301606 “ToT CHEV (838) 
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Curiosity and the Cat 


FIRST ОРЕ LET ME SAY THAT IM NOT 
а luxury car guy. Those of you who've 
gotten to know me over the last few 
years of this column have probably fig- 
tured out that one already. Almost to a 
fault, the value of a vehicle is solely an- 
chored in the way it 
drives. Cars that don't 
perform well are just 
written off as fluff and I 
have to admit that some 
brands do come across as 
just all soft and downy. 
Jaguars have always 
held me inquisitive as to 
what they are all about. 
Not merely a luxury brand, one cannot 
ignore this English marques perfor- 
mance and motor sport heritage. Any 
company with a storied endurance 
sports car racing history at Le Mans and 
the guts to step into the Formula One 
bull ring must know what it’s doing, 
right? The brand's perceived veneer of 
luxury and flash may actually be built on 
something substantial after all. 


Introduction to Jaguar 
‘After years of waiting, Ive finally got- 


My DRIFT 


Andre Palma We... 


ten substantial seat time in one of these. 
cars from Coventry. A spanking new S- 
Type would be my introduction to 
Jaguar and what the brand has to offer. 
How would a car that's been soldiering 
on in worldwide showrooms since 1999 
fare againsta driving 
palate spoilt by the 
sharpest showcases 
of technology and 
performance бот 
the rest of the perfor- 
mance luxury pur- 
veyors? 

First of all, the 
cockpit of the S- 
‘Type throws you off. Not purely perfor- 
mance oriented, there are some obvi- 
ous concessions to comfort and, for the 
lack of a better word, luxury. There are 
probably fewer cars in the market 
cloaked in more leather and covered in 
as much wood but there is something 
strangely enthralling about the execu- 
tion of it all. It should be tacky but it 
isn't. This may be my first wood 
trimmed interior experience that pass- 
es muster. 

Driving around the streets of Mani- 


= 


la, as probably with most other urban 
locales in the world, the S-Type is an 
attention black hole. It is as if light is 
drawn to the car by the gravity of its 
exterior design, the drama of the car's 
shapes and shadows. This is a car that 
asks to be stared at but there is a good 
reason for all the fuss. It is beautiful 
Performance comes by way of a 3.0- 
liter V6 that literally purrs while deliv- 
ering 240 horses and 300 Nm of 
torque. Punch is sufficient and propels 
the one and three quarters ton mass 
very well. There is no gimmickry in the 
six-speed automatic transmission; no 
paddles, no push button shifters, just a 
well geared unit that gives this car 


enough leverage both for highway 
speed and shuffling about in traffic. 


Ride characteristics 

Putting the S-Type through its paces, 
the suspension makes an argument for 
both performance and comfort. As a 
driver, a stiffer, more progressively 
sprung setup with better rebound 
would be ideal. Trouble is that Jaguars 
are often as much about those who are 
driven around as those who are at the 
wheel. Between the expectations of 
these two critical groups, the ride char- 
acteristics of the Jaguar are split al- 
most equally. The result, truthfully, isa 
car whose handling is neither here nor 


JAGUARS-Type 


there, too vague for on the limit driv- 
ing, too bumpy and fussy for those who 
prefertosit in the back. 

АЙ in all, the experience of driving 
the S-Type was satisfying. Many ques- 
tions were answered, some precon- 
ceived notions were quelled. While 
there are sharper and more cutting- 
edge luxury performance cars in the 
Philippine market today, this particu- 
Jar Jaguar will still hold its niche in the 
market. We find a car with a lingering 
performance heritage hidden under 
coachwork that is a textbook study in 
automotive esthetics. But after all is 
said and done, I'm still not a luxury саг 
guy. 


Motorists get more value 
in Seaoil’s LangiSulit 


BOSCH, racing development partner of Audi and Peugeot, developed the Piezo Diesel Injector, chalking up the first- 
ever victory for diesel in the 24-hour LeMans. 


The past’s ‘futuristic’ vehicles 
coming alive now with Bosch 


SINCE THE INTRODUCTION OF 
motion pictures, film producers have 
romanticized the concept of the fly- 
ing car—from space oddities and 
popular sci-fi flicks of the 1960s—to 
the time-traveling DeLorean of 
“Back to the Future.” And as the 
movie-going public the world over 
marveled at the sensational flying 
automobile, director Robert Ze- 
meckis even included an on-board 
device called "Mr. Fusion" in the BT- 
TF sequel, which converts solid 
waste into spontaneous energy for 
the flying DeLorean. 

A glimpse into the future? Perhaps 
then it was. But as more and more 
ideas are spawned by bespectacled 
Hollywood writers, we come to real- 
ize that now is the depicted future in 
those motion pictures. The modem- 
day automobile may not be as clean 
and efficient as say—George Jetson's 
flight pod—but then again, George 
never got the sheer thrill of cornering 
with Traction Control. 


To out-‘green’ Mr. Fusion 

Back on the ground, the automo- 
bile is still arguably the most exhila- 
rating creation of the 20th century, 
and to which German technology has 
contributed—in great part—its pre- 
cision and continuous innovation for 
safer mobility, now producing cars 
that run on alternative fuels; and per- 
haps some day even spontaneous 
combustion. 

Modern innovations have seen the 
development of the FCell Mercedes 
A-Class, which is powered by com- 
pressed hydrogen, and the BMW Hy- 
drogen 7, which is based on the 
Bavarian manufacturer's 12-cylinder 
luxury sedan. 

Butlong before economizing a sin- 
gle tank of fuel, and even before ry- 
ing to make it from point A to point B 
in a motorized wagon, one had to 
first figure ош how to “start” (or ig- 
nite) the internal combustion engine, 
developed in 1886 by pioneers Got- 
tlieb Daimler and Wilhelm Maybach 
who adapted the contraption on a 
stagecoach—the world's first four- 
wheeled automobile. 

‘That same year, fellow German in- 
ventor Robert Bosch invented the 
magneto—a device that electrically 
"ignites" the engine; instead of physi- 
cally “cranking” the vehicle from the 
outside—thus, paving the way for 
the birth of modernday comfort 
electronics for automobiles. 


From start to finish 

At the turn of the century, Bosch. 
went further to produce the first 
sparkplug, which up to now, remains 
the company's flagship product that 
has been produced over 10 billion 
times. Also since then, combustion 
has been the core business of the 
Bosch organization. 

‘The euphoria of motorized trans- 
port was embraced by the world. But 


not to rest on their laurels, German 
ingenuity went back to the drawing 
board to explore even greater possi- 
bilities, setting standards in safety 
and efficiency that would be the 
global benchmark for fine automo- 
biles. 

Bosch registered a patent for the 
Antilock Braking System (ABS) as 
early as 1936 and commercially in- 
troduced the product in the 1970s, 
providing drivers complete control 
over steering while braking to avoid 
obstacles on the road. Today, approx- 
imately 75 percent of the world’s cars 
are equipped with ABS, preventing 
quite a significant number of colli- 
sions and accidents in the process. 

Following the ABS, and the intro- 
duction of the Traction Control Sy 
tem (TCS) in the 1980s, Bosch devel- 
oped the Electronic Stability Pro- 
gram (ESP) in the 1990s, which con- 
sists of the functions of ABS and TCS 
and also works to prevent the vehicle 
from skidding. When ESP detects 
that the vehicle is about to skid, it in- 
stantly reduces the engine output 
and specifically brakes single or sev- 
eral wheels; therefore, keeping the 
vehicle on course. 

As of late, the US National Hi 
way Traffic Safety Administration 
has passed a provision mandating all 
passenger cars in the US must be 
gradually equipped with the ESP by 
Year 2012. 

Bosch has further established the 
reputation of German technology by 
introducing the first common-rail 
diesel injectors that provide cleaner 
and more efficient combustion to a 
саре fuel, 10 years ago today. Since 
then, Bosch has produced more than 
33 million common-rail systems. The 
company also developed the Piezo— 
high-pressure injectors that brought 
the first-ever victory fora diesel-pow- 
ered car in the history of LeMans. 


Innovating for the future 
German cars hail from a long, 
proud tradition of automotive excel- 


lence. Several outstanding marquees 
have emerged through the years. 
Mercedes Benz from Stuttgart, BMW 
from Bavaria, Audi from Ingolstadt, 
Porsche from Baden-Wiintemberg, 
and Volkswagen from Wolfsburg are 
among those that have caught many 
aficionados’ fancy and whose innova- 
tive vision surpass that of the future. 

Ina scene from “Be Cool in 2005,” 
Chili Palmer (played by John Travol- 
ta) was scoffed by a sports car owner 
for driving around in a hybrid. "If 
you're important, people will wait for 
you," says Palmer. Great perspective; 
however, fuel-efficiency and clean 
emissions need not be sluggish. 

Innovative concepts like the Bosch 
Clean Diesel components reduce fuel 
consumption by 30 percent (against 
gasoline) and 25 percent less СОг 
emissions while its downsizing con- 
cept reduces the engine's displace- 
ment but produces more power 
through turbocharging 

Other developments include 
Night Vision, an on-board monitor 
that allows drivers to see clearly at 
night; Start-Stop System, which 
automatically controls fuel con- 
sumption during city traffic; and 
the Automatic Park Assistant, 
which... (simply explained)...auto- 
matically parks cars. 

Sounds fururistic? On the contrary, 
these current trends are rapidly mov- 
ing toward that direction. And just 
when the age of technology has 
raised the comfort level of todays 
mororists, these innovations aspire to 
fulfil a future need even before they 
are conceived. 

And finally, to raise an argument 
whether the DeLorean (will it fly 
again in “Back to the Future 47) ог 
The Jetson’s flying car is more effi- 
cient—Dr. Emmet Brown fuels the 
DeLorean with scraps, while George 
Jetson...well, no one has ever really 
caught him gassing up. Hanna-Bar- 
bera cartoons must have made a sub- 
tle precedent to cold fusion. But 
that’s another story. 


NIGHT vision is an on-board monitor that allows drivers to see farther than 


the car’s headlights. 


WITH THE HIGH COST OF FUEL AND 
maintenance, owning a motor vehicle is 
getting harder each day. 

This is why Seaoil Philippines, the 
country’s homegrown oil company, is 
launching a campaign to help car owners 
get more value from their money. 

Dubbed LangiSulit, a combination of 
“langis” (oil) and “sulit” (great value), 
the campaign will give discounts to mo- 
torists who buy Seaoil's various lubri- 
cants. 


Ease financial burden 

Seaoil president Glenn Yu said the 
‘campaign aims to ease the financial bur- 
den of car owners. 

“By giving them discounts, our cus- 
tomers can have more purchasing pow- 
er” he said. 

"Seaoil customers know good products 
and know a great deal when they see one. 
and for them, Seaoil's fuels and lubricants 


give better value for their hard-earned 
cash." 


Pioneering efforts 

Seaoil has been repeatedly cited by the 
Department of Energy for its pioneering 
efforts in promoting clean-burning fuels 
at lower prices. 

Its G5 Extreme gasoline, for instance, 
carries a higher octane rating than most 
premium gasoline brands yet is being 
sold at regular gasoline prices 

Seaoil's lubricants—Geo Extreme for 
gasoline and Deomax for diesel en- 
gines—are also substantially cheaper than 
similar products of other companies. 

“With the LangiSulit campaign, we are 
enabling our customers to have more 
savings,” Yu noted. 

To avail of LangiSulit discounts, sim- 
ply go to any of the 114 Seaoil outlets all 
over the country. For more information, 
log on to wwwseaoil.com.ph. 


Toyota offers 2005 Innova rear 
axle special service campaign 


IN LINE WITH ITS COMMITMENT TO 
customer satisfaction, product quality and 
safety, Toyota is pleased to announce its 
special service campaign for identified In- 
nova year model 2005, which were pro- 
duced between February and December 
2005. 

The company during tests, has identified 
a batch of rear axles, which may not meet 
its durability standards. While no failures 
have occurred in the market, purely as а 
precaution, Toyota will replace the rear 
axles with brand-new and improved parts, 
free-of-charge 

Engineer Vitaliano Mamawal, vice presi- 


dent for Customer Service Operations, said, 
“Toyota believes in providing our valued 
customers with vehicles of outstanding 
quality, safety and value. We are also com- 
mitted to give your cars the best mainte- 
nance services for a pleasurable and trou- 
ble-free driving experience. We wish to 
thank our Innova customers who have al- 
ready availed of our special service cam- 
paign and we would like to invite our other 
remaining customers for a service appoint- 
ment at their nearest authorized dealers.” 

For any inquiries, please call Toyota's Cus- 
tomer Service Assistance Center at 819-2912 
or your dealer's service department. 


Parks conservation . . . «es 


cles in line with the government's waste 
segregation program. 


Enhance the beauty 

IPC vice president for corporate business 
Arthur Balmadrid explained during the 
turnover the importance of these dona- 
tions. He said these will not only further en- 
hance the beauty of Rizal Park but also 
make the visitors’ stay here more enjoy- 
able. 

Continuing its nationwide park conser- 
vation campaign, IPC headed last month to 
Cebu for the second leg of the campaign. 

То help the city save on the cost of те: 
planting after every fiesta, IPC turned over 
at the Fuente Osmeha Park ornamental 
plants and planter pots to Cebu Mayor 
Tommy Osmefia. Vice Mayor Mike Rama 
and Cebu Parks and Playgrounds Founda- 
tion head Rosario Aboitiz attended the 
event, 

Environmental markers were also donat- 
ed to the park with the message to remind 
visitors of the park's history and their part 
in keeping it clean. 

“The company recognizes Fuente Osme- 
ба Park's relevance as а major gathering 
site for Cebuanos. As we paid homage to Dr. 
Jose Rizal at the Luneta Park in Manila, this 
time, we are paying tribute to Cebu's own, 
President Sergio Osmefia Sr. This park was 
even immortalized in the P50 bill,” Takeda 
said. 


Vital role 

He said Cebu has played a vital role in 
contributing to our overall market share 
and in making our vehicles the people's 
choice. 


IPC executives and Manila City officials sets 
10 doves free to symbolize the company's 
10th anniversary. 


“We would thus like to thank the Ce- 
buanos, especially those who have patron- 
ized our vehicles—the Alterra, the D-Max, 
the Crosswind, the Isuzu trucks and buses,” 
Takeda said. 

Balmadrid agreed saying that the green- 
ing of the Fuente Osmefia Park is in line 
with IPC's corporate philosophy called safe- 
ty, economy, environment-friendliness or 
the SEE technology. 

He explained that the SEE technology is 
what drives the company to manufacture 
environment-friendly diesel engines and 
continue to develop greener vehicles that 
have the least possible impact on the envi- 
ronment and the health of the people. 

For the final leg of the Park Conservation 
Campaign '07, Isuzu heads to Davao City 
this month. 
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Goodyear launches ‘Bayani ng Kalsada’ sticker campaign 


GOODYEAR PHILIPPINES INC. RE- 
cently kicked off the “Bayani ng Kalsa- 
da” sticker campaign, an important 
road safety project that reminds mo- 
torists to become not only more re- 
sponsible drivers but also heroes in 
their own way. 

Launched at the Goodyear Hi-Per- 
formance Center in Las Piñas, the 
sticker campaign was also conducted 
at Plaza Moriones in Manila, AP Reyes 
and Caltex Buendia in Makati and 
Macro Tires in Cebu City. This activity 
seeks to further promote Bayani ng 
Kalsada, an annual nationwide search 
that aims to promote stories of courage 
and extraordinary service while pay- 
ing tribute to the unsung heroes on the 
road. 


Honor exceptional deeds 

“Creating greater awareness on this 
program will serve as an opportunity 
to honor more exceptional deeds of 
drivers who are worthy of being called 
Bayani ng Kalsada, as well as pave the 
way for more orderly and safer roads. 
We at Goodyear would like to promote 
our corporate value of safety, whether 
road and driver safety, environmental 
safety, or workplace safety" Goodyear 
president and managing director Dave 
Morin said. 

АЙ drivers are invited to participate 
in the sticker campaign, which will be 
held in various areas in Metro Manila 
and provinces until November this 
year. Included in the scheduled venues 
аге Mike Autopart in Davao (Oct. 5), 
Caltex Quirino (Oct. 12), Goodyear 


Pampanga (Oct. 26) and Goodyear 
Quezon Avenue (Nov. 16). 


Nationwide program 

Bayani ng Kalsada is a nationwide 
program developed by Goodyear to lo- 
cate, honor and publicize those drivers 
who clearly qualify to be proclaimed 
"heroes." Now on its second year, the 
search is open to anyone, including 
transport associations and car clubs, 
who wish to nominate a "Tsuper 
Pinoy" representing drivers of public 
utility vehicles, trucks and private 
cars. 

Nomination forms are available at 
Goodyear Servitek dealers and TyrePro 
outlets nationwide, various Land 
‘Transportation Office (LTO) branches, 
Land Transportation Franchising and 


Regulatory Board offices, selected Cal- 
tex stations, as well as at the offices of 
Filtrepreneur Franchise and Centro 
Negosyo. 

Entries may be submitted at 
Goodyear Servitek dealers and TyrePro 
outlets nationwide, or via mail at РО. 
Box 7260, Domestic Airport, Manila ог 
РО. Box 1384 М.СРО., Makati City. 
Forms may also be sent via fax at the 
Goodyear office (876-4596) or at the 
secretariat (893-7049), or via e-mail at 
www.goodyear.com.ph/bayani. You 
may also nominate through SMS—text 
BNK to register and send to 2299. 
Deadline of submission of entries is on 
Dec. 31. 


Categories, prizes 
The contest has four categories: 


public utility jeepney drivers, taxi/FX 
drivers, commercial truck/bus drivers 
and private drivers. Each winner will 
receive P30,000 cash prize, P500,000 
worth of personal accident insurance, 
P25,000 worth of gas coupons, 
P20,000 worth of SM Home Appli- 
ance, food cart with P500 worth of 
products, P10,000 worth of training 
certificate, Revicon Forte gift pack, 
plaque, as well as a Bayani ng Kalsada 
special jacket, cap and shirt. 

In addition to LTO, LTFRB and 
DOTC, the campaign is also supported. 
by SM Appliance Center, Caltex Philip- 
pines, Standard Insurance, Fil- 
trepreneur Franchise Inc, Centro 
Negosyo Inc., Revicon Forte, Manila 
Bulletin, Abante, Pilipino Star Ngayon, 
dzBB and LS FM. 
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Driving tips 
Jor tbe rainy days 


HAVE YOU EVER EXPERI- 
епсей losing control of your 
vehicle while driving during a 
rainy day and the roads are 
wet? During the rainy season, 
a lot of accidents should have 
"been avoided. What are the 
different things to remember 
when driving during a rainy 
day? 

First, because the roads 
are wet, ease off the acceler- 
ator and slow down gradual- 
ly. When the vehicle's speed 
is too fast, this will decrease 
your ability to react quickly 
and to use the brakes when 
there are slow vehicles in 
front. 

Use your headlights and 
hazard warning lights when 
visibility is seriously reduced 
so that other motorists will 
easily see your vehicle. Leave 
a bigger gap or safe follow- 
ing distance between your 
vehicle and the vehicle in 
front on wet roads. If the 
two-second gap is the safe 
rule on dry roads carrying 
fast traffic, the gap should be 
at 4 seconds during a rainy 
day. Avoid tailgating espe- 
cially if visibility is poor due 
to heavy rains. 


Wet roads dangerous 

Slowing down on wet 
roads will allow you to take 
control of your vehicle. Wet 
roads are dangerous espe- 
cially when there is a series 
of curves. A cruising speed 
on wet roads will prevent 
your tires from gripping the 
road and maintain the "cen- 
tripetal force" that allows 
your vehicle to stay on the 
Curves. The rain and spray 
from other vehides will 
make it difficult to see vehi- 
cles in front. 

Second, regularly main- 
tain your vehicle especially 
your windshield’s wiper 
blades, brakes and tires. 
Make sure your wipers are 
working. Change your worn- 
out tires and regularly exam- 
ine the tread of the tires, 
checking if itis thick enough 
to withstand wet roads. 

All these tips can be found 
in the first-ever handy refer- 
ence publications for mo- 
torists that help improve 
their driving habits pub- 
lished by Tollways Manage- 
ment Corp., the operator of 
the North Luzon Express- 
way. 
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The O&M of a tollway = 


Renewal 

When the PNCC's franchise to operate 
the SLEX/Skyway expired last May, it ap- 
plied for a franchise renewal with 
Congress. The TRB granted the PNCC a Toll 
Operation Certificate good for one year 
while the PNCC's franchise renewal appli- 
cation is pending in Congress. 

At the same time, the TRB—heeding nu- 
merous complaints from the motoring pub- 
lic about the PSC's sloppy service and com- 
plying with the Arroyo administration's 
drive to privatize GOCCs (government- 
owned and controlled corporations) —of- 
fered the O&M of the SLEX/Skyway to Citra 
by the end of this year. Citra will reportedly 


form a new organization to take over after 
screening incumbent PSC employees and 
retaining the good ones. A generous com- 
pensation package of two and a half 
months’ pay for every year of service is be- 
ing offered ro those who are not retained. 


Protest rally 

However, the PSC employees’ union ob- 
jected to the screening and rejected the 
package. Last month, the union began 
mounting a protest rally after office hours 
every day in front of the Bicutan inter- 
change ramps which are located near the 
PSC building. Although the demos are im- 
peding traffic flow at the Bicutan inter- 
change, the union's leaders have an- 


nounced plans to hold more rallies in front 
ofthe Citra office in the Ortigas area. 

If the scuttlebutt is true that the PSC union 
will spread its protest rallies to the other toll 
plazas, then traffic jams on the SLEX/Skyway 
will get even more hellish. Talk about total 
disregard for the gross inconvenience and de- 
lay inflicted on the motoring public! Not to 
mention the thousands of liters of precious 
fuel wasted each day in stalled traffic. It only 
goes to show that the O&M of a tollway is 
better left to the private sector, as adequately 
proven at the North Luzon Expressway by the 
Manila North Tollways Corp. 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: I started 
out with nothing and still have most of it left. 


ТОРУ: 


Special Olympics Philippines and SPABA would like to thank all our friends who have helped us prepare 
for the upcoming 2007 Special Olympics World Summer Games in Shanghai, China 


Federation of Filipino-Chinese 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry Inc. 


Filipino Chinese Amateur 
Athletics Federation 


Filipino Chinese Business Club Inc. 
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Liwayway Marketing Corp. 
Mariposa Foundation 
Phil. Soong Ching Ling Foundation 
SM Foundation 


re onestandimostiel 
Куе те 
X 
thas 281 


“тыш яп 


is) 

melecules 
Featuring essays by: 

ies Rkantr / ala Reyes / Jose Leo Lemuel G. Caparas ./ Cannan Marcelo Rodney Braye io Cobcobo Pate 
‘Dawn / Ron Darvin / Agnes Fidelis С. Gloria-Pinzon / Elaine P. Lim / Purple / Ann Aberin / Squire / Alex Avila / Fitz Gerard Viila- 
fuerte / Windi Remmi Mondiguing Tapawan / Pearksha Abubakar / Blago / Lou Albano / Angelo Hernandez / Caudete M. 
arena Connie Gundayao/ Maria del Rosario / Karen Mae Gan /В/ Jerick T.Aguilar Malou dome / Jen Esguerra En 
Batac a Rees Eder S. Mutuc D. Donalyne Rasalan Lampa / Carlos Alfonso Q Santos / Christa Сомен Абв Cyrus 
Hans Neja E Marinez / Zvach Mathis az Karina Abubakar Jes lates / Gabriela $ Martino / Set S Sa. 
‘Cruz, Janie S.Cambri/ Jonas Soltes Jil Wenceslao / Paolo L Ави Dana Emiano / Kay Stephanie Veloso Dawn Isobel 
Yu Aquino Roel Албад Paolo David Frane Jmener 


YOUNGBLOOD 


Edited by Jorge V. Aruta and Ruel S. De Vera 


P395 bookpaper P150 newsprint 


Now available from National Book Store and PowerBooks. 


TD PINES 
Abbey Manila Photography, ANC, Business World, GMA 7, John Tronco Photography, 
Malcyo, Manila Standard, People’s Journal, Philippine Stor, Rolend R. Roldan, 
The Daily Tribune, The Manila Times, UNTV 31 


a 
BAILA BULLETIN 


и 


Co-published by 


ad INQUIRER 203» 


Special Olympics 


Pavtippines 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRE! 


Fast Lane to the Grand Prix 


й 
Witness. breathtaking speed and 
daredevil swerves in Macau this 
November. Yokohama, the official 
tire supplier for the 54th Macau Grand 
Prix, is giving away.an all-expenses- 
paid trip.to where the action is. 


Grand prize includes roundtrip air 
fare to Macau, hotel accommodations 
with meals (November 17-20, 2007) 
and VIP passes to the biggest 
motoring event in the east. 


Yokohama: Tires to power your life. 
Tires to drive you to Macau. 


1. Prom runs from September 1 to October 31, 2007. See posters for details 


Per DTINCR Permi-No 4012. Series of 2007 


EVEN BEFORE THE FIRST "BER" MONTH 
heralding the approach of the Christmas 
season arrived, the South Luzon Express- 
way (SLEX) and the Skyway had already of- 
ten become huge parking lots. And its not 
only during the rush hours that traffic on 
the SLEX and Skyway slows to an inch-by- 
inch crawl or comes to a complete stop. Lam 
опе of tens of thousands of long-suffering 
motorists who have experienced monu- 
mental traffic gridlock going south even at 
10 pam. or midnight. 

The Philippine Skyway Corp. (PSC), a 
subsidiary of the government-owned Philip- 
pine National Construction Corp., points at 
the ongoing repair of the Alabang viaduct as 
the cause of the horrendous traffic jams. But 
is that the real and only reason? 


Mandated 

The fact that the Toll Regulatory Board 
(TRB) has mandated the turnover of the 
O&M (operation and maintenance) of the 
SLEX/Skyway to a private contractor at 
the end of the year may have something to 
do with it. The impending takeover has 
upset many PSC employees and may be af- 
fecting the quality of their service. Not 
that the quality of PSC service has been all 
that good. On the contrary, the O&M of the 
SLEX/Skyway has been the subject of 
many motorists’ complaints. 

For 10 years now, the PSC has operated 
the SLEX/Skyway, which has a traffic vol- 
ume averaging 175,000 motor vehicles a 
day and a daily revenue of around P10 
million. Naturally, no corporation—espe- 
cially a government-owned one (parent 
company PNCC is an attached agency of 
the Department of Public Works and High- 
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Earth-friendly jeepneys 


NOT ONLY ARE THEY MORE GORGEOUS 
and glamorous than the ordinary jeepneys 
ruling our streets. They are, they say, 
healthier. So what makes an electronic 
jeepney or“e-jeepney” a healthy option? 

It was only two months back since the 
first units rolled off the streets of Makati 
to test their endurance and emissions. 
Our electric jeepney fleet is first in South- 
east Asia, mind you. But did you know 
what sets it apart from the ubiquitous 
jeepneys we have around? 

The Greenpeace says these China- 
made vehicles will run on batteries 
charged overnight by a power plant fu- 
eled by biogas generated from the organ- 
ic wastes. They will mitigate climate 
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ways)—would like to let go of an enter- 
prise raking in 10 million bucks a day. 


30 years 

The PNCC, originally a private company 
named Construction and Development 
Corp. (CDCP) owned by businessman 
Rodolfo Cuenca, began building and oper- 
ating the South Luzon highway in 1967. In 
1977, President Marcos, through a Presi- 
dential Decree, created a 30-year fran- 
chise for the PNCC to construct, operate 
and maintain a tollway covering Luzon 
from Aurora in the north to Lucena in the 
south including linkages to what was 
known then as the Greater Manila Area. 

After Edsa 1 and the fall of Marcos, the 
PNCC was taken over by the govemment. 
When the PNCC could not completely im- 
plement the construction component of its 
franchise, it turned to joint ventures with 
private contractors. The PNCC formed a 
partnership with Citra Metro Manila Toll- 
‘ways Corp, a private contractor, to rehab the. 
SLEX from Magallanes to Alabang and to 
build the Skyway, but retained the O&M 
thereof. The PNCC also partnered with MTD 
Capital, a private Malaysian firm, to im 
prove the Alabang-Calamba stretch of the 
SLEX. 
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change steering away from the notorious 
fames of diesel guzzlers. Whoa. 

Powered by five-horsepower electric. 
motor engines with 12 batteries, they 
say, that at full capacity, the vehicles can 
run 120 to 140 kilometers at around 40 
kph on an eight-hour charge. The only 
setback is that e-jeeps are a bit pricey 
compared with ordinary ones. Each e- 
Jeepney costs at least P400,000, around 
P100,000 more than the normal rate. 

So, should we go healthy now? 

The e-jeepney project isled by the Green 
Renewable Independent Power Producer 
(GRIPP) Inc, a network of civil society 
groups, business sector, local government 
units and environmental groups. 


The electric jeepney 


“E-jeepneys” being sought 
to replace diesel-fuelle 
jeepneys in the 
Philippines to 

ease air pollution 

problem 


"in operation: Six jeeps on trial 
(plans in pipeline. 
‚.__ toimport 50) 


jeepney _ elecliciy _ 


Ordinary $158 
Jeepney diesel fuel 


$14,868 


‘Sources: Greenpeaca/Solarco 


Electric motor 
engines with 12 
batteries; runs 


Charged for max. 10 hours on 
ordinary 220-volt power sockets 
Plans in existence for recharging 
‘station that generates power 
from household waste 
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“SWEETEST Thank 
You," courtesy of 
True Faith 


By Niño Mark M. Sablan 
2bU! Correspondent 


HE PHILIPPINES IS 

[ world-renowned for 

having the most wel- 
coming, most accommodat- 
ing and most hospitable peo- 
ple. Then how do we explain 
the shocking news that in a 
recent study conducted by 
Reader’s Digest, Metro Mani- 
la ranked among the least 
courteous cities in the 
world? 

‘An integral part of the test was to 
check if the city residents constant- 
ly say “thank you” and, basing on 
our very low rank, the Filipinos 
have apparently" forgotten 
those two words. 2 

Blame it on how fast- 4/5 
paced our lives have be- 
come, to the point of not 
having the time to say Ẹ 
“thank you” anymore. V. 
Blame it on forgetful- 
ness, shyness or plain non- 
chalance. Whatever the 
cause of the thank-you absence 
is, one thing is for sure: Gratitude 
is making a huge comeback this 
Oct. 20. 

Saddened and bothered by how 
Filipinos are showing less courtesy 
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TOBLERONE marketing manager 
Jondy Syjuco mixes the CD tracks. 


and gratitude nowadays, Manila 
Mayor Alfredo Lim and Vice Mayor 
Isko Moreno have taken the 
initiative in declaring 
СМ, Oct. 20 National Thank 
À You Day by signing a 
city ordinance at the 
j Manila City Hall 
Я making the city of 
Manila the pioneering 
city to declare a "Thank 

You Day" in the country. 
According to Mayor Lim, 
expressing gratitude is still given 
great value in the Filipino culture 
and that with the National Thank 
You Day, the habit of saying "thank 
you" will be fostered, also remind- 


ing everyone of the special people 
we might have been forgetting to 
thank. 

The National Thank You Da 
partnership between the city of 
Manila and Swiss chocolate brand, 
Toblerone, which has become a uni- 
versal token of gratitude. Says 
Jondy Syjuco, Toblerone marketing 
manager, “Toblerone has played a 
role in making people feel that 
kindness is valued. We are happy to 
be Mayor Lim's partner in his efforts 
to bring back the sense of gratitude 
in Mani 

And they are certainly not alone 
in this thanks movement. Several 
private enterprises such as Rudy 
Project, Time Depot, Royal Elastics, 
Fully Booked, Coffee Bean & Tea 
Leaf, Flower Express, All Flip-Flops, 

& Goliath and T-Box have all 
joined to resurrect the fundamental 
value of expressing gratitude. 


This gratefulness campaign is 


FORPOLLS, 
downloadables and 
National Thank You 
Day updates, visit 
www.thankyouday 
philippines.com 
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A Reader's Digest survey says Filipinos 
are among the least courteous people 

in the world for failing to say ‘thank you.’ 
A movement seeks to change that 


VENTURE 7 
Christmas Bazaar 2007 


October 7, 2007 (Sunday) 
Hotel Intercontinental Manila 
9:00am - 7:00pm 


FOR INQUIRIES, PLEASE CALL 843-9507; 810-3307; 
815-0669 (JENNY); 327-3083/84 ; 0915-7885109 
WATCH OUT FOR OUR NEXT X'MAS BAZAAR 
on Nov. 10 at the Renaissance Makati City Hotel 
(formely New World) and Dec. 2 at the Hotel Intercon 
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| sa sarap ng light wafers 


d in chocolate, ‘di mo talaga 
titigilan ang Hello! 


Hello! tang nang Hello! 
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BEST FRIENDS, 
MONEY CAN BUY! 

NOON, LAGI KA’, 
NILANG PINUPURI” 


ing bird, 
28 Taj Mahal city 
29 Bad actor 


By Philip J. Anderson 
Portland, OR. 


4 Robber's deed 


7 Early video 


game 
в Early bloomers. 
9 Mint family 


plant 

10 Needie cases 

11 Drug ай. 

12 Indy winner. 
Luyendyk 

13 Connections 

21 Fairy-tale toll 


Juomaa 
joonena 


AKO MUNA, JENNY 
LALAPITAN Ko 21 
UNCLE FRED? BUNSO 
ММА PADDY.” POON 
AKO шмак! 


36 Maternally 
related 

37 Bunk in a liner 

42 Iran's captal 

43 Core groups 

44 Michoner title 

45 Have a sound 


47 See-yal 
48 Old-time actor. 
jannings 
rejoinder 31 Flat-topped 49 Thickening 
hills 
DOWN зз Self-centered 
1 Compass pt 
2 Тит, as soil 


51 Bathing places 
3 Actor Morales nitla 


55 Doesn't lack 


уре 
34 Mesozoic 


sleep? 
creatures 46 Fake coin 
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MAGING BAYANI 
РАБ ALAGA 


BYJESSABRERA _ Answer to previous puzzle 


‘WAG KAYONG 
MAGING. BITIN 
МА BAYANI 


Wy King Features Syndicate Inc 


53001 Concepts Puzzles 


HOW TO PLAY SU DOKU = 
Difficulty Level Ж ЖЖ 


Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 
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LOVEKNOTS 

TAGAY Ка, ANS WAG-INBENTD РЕ ANG NAGSIMULA AY WNE 
CORRUPTION Ду YONG АНАб | MGA INS NAGBIGAY Ni 

ч PRO" B BRIBE К Эз D Sons А) 

N6 PEPE 51 Eph Pes 


YOU BORN TODAY: You have an active mind and great organizational skills. You have excellent taste, and you love beauty and glamour 
in your surroundings. Your social skiis are tops, whichis why you are popular. You work hard and know how to promote your ideas. In 
the year ahead, if you work to Бой and construct something, your rewards wili follow! 


Loveknots: Mukhang 


ARIES (March 21 to April 
19): Ths is an unusually ro- 
mantic бау. Relationships 
that begin now will be pas- 
sionate, intense and memo- 
Table И easy to develop a 
rush on someone right 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22) 
AN your relationships аге 
much more intense today. 
You might feel а strong at- 
traction for someone, in 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to 
Dec. 21): You have a strong 
desire for adventure today. 
Perhaps you're keen to travel 
somewhere or visit some- 
place. You also want to study 
Or leam something new. 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO. 


Yaou Can't expect мє 
Te Just Live мч LiFe 
AND DisCoveR THINGS 
ON мч ом, Do Чоо?! 


Birthdate of: Gwen Stefani, singer, Neve Campbell, actress; Ciive Owen, actor. 
© fact, you probably wi з = 
nota boring day! 
| ) пен eyes. Some kind of 
discovery will put a new 


spin on things lor you. 


How SiL 
15 HATH 
iS SoMetHING og SoMe- 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 
lone uP THeRe ? 


22): Today is capable of 
producing some prolound 
ог unusual insights within 
you. You see things with 


TAURUS (April 20 to May CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to 


Тап. 19): This isa passion- 
‘ate day for you. (Passionate 


You're definitely open to new ideas. 
In every sense of the word, 
and certainly physical) How- 


‘ever, you'l also fee strongly 
about how something is shared. 
© retorns or make improve 

ments, especially in the ap- 

pearance of things at work, 


You appreciate your co-workers today. 


bathrooms or any kind of renovation. Even 
famiy relavonships can improve! 
everthing very strongly! 


їшї everyone ioves to be loved.) 


versely, И you're spending 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22): 
Relauons with trends and 
ven members of groups are 
Quis intense today but 
mesninghil. Nothing is casu- 
al. People mean what they 
Say, and they say what they 


‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 
18); Relations wih partners 
and close frends are warm. 
ami intense today. People 
"asy express their atlec- 
tion for you, and vice versa. 


GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20): You're very ardent in 
your expression of affection. 
10 anyone today. You feel 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 
20): You migit be па posi 
tion to Introduce marvelous 


CANCER (June 21 to July ‘SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 
21}: You make a marvelous 
impression on everyone 10- 
бау. In fact, people might 
see you with new eyes, as it 
were—ewen though from 


money, you're obsessive about wanting to 
buy something. 


your point of view, you're just the same. 
(Go figure.) 
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Project M... 


* already on full-blast mode. Esteemed il- 
Tlustrator Rina Albert designed special 
i Thank You cards for the event and they 
* аге available at all Thank You Centers 
1 sprinkled in the metro. There is also the 
‘official National Thank You Day web- 
ite—www.thankyoudayphilip- 
{ pines.com—where there are polls, down- 
‘ loadables and event updates. 
- Also available in the site are original 
1 sweet songs of gratitude composed by to- 
: day's hottest musical acts especially for 
{ the campaign: “Tempestuous Tempers” Бу 
| Cynthia Alexander, “Sweetest Thank You" 
Zby True Faith, "Purple-Colored Skies” by 
ZMozzie, “Bionic” by Stonefree, "Sweet" by 
TSalindiwa and "Let's Get Together" by 


‘Reggae Mistress. And there is absolutely 
no need to worry about infringing upon 
copyrights; anyone is more than welcome 
to download all these compositions. Now 
that’s something to be thankful for. 

The National Thank You Day on Oct. 20 
at the SM Mall of Asia will be a huge cele- 
bration filled with contests, celebrities, 
musical performances, Toblerone sweets 
and, of course, gratitude. With the goal of 
reviving the lost art of vocally expressing 
gratitude and making Metro Manila a 
more appreciative and grateful city, how 
can you not be part of the movement? 


hot. 


Endless entrees, soup and pasta 
Choice cut of fish, meat and poultry... 
A mecca of taste, texture and tang 
`A warm embrace to fill-up your soul. 


cold 


Crisp greens, home-made ice cream 
Sushi and seafood roulette... 
A feast of fancy flavours and colors 
A refreshing break to enlighten your spirit. 


E-mail the author 
marksablan@yahoo.com 


at піло- 


Savor the essence of food. Go back to basics. 


SERVING GREAT FOOD 


Soon at Dusit Hotel Nikko 


$ 
Question 
Do sugar-free soft drinks cause weight gain? 


Answer 


No to both questions; besides basic hydration, car- 
bonated soft drinks can also provide carbohydrate 
fuel that supplies energy necessary for daily activi- 
ties. All beverages can have a place in a well-bal- 
anced diet. Carbonated soft drinks can help quench 
your thirst and help provide your body with its daily 
fluid needs, but they should not be the only beverage 
you consume. What matters most is that your diet in- 
cludes nutrients from a variety of foods and bever- 
ages, and that you watch 

your total caloric intake. sa 

In fact, the phrase "empty Hay 
calories" is a very misleading 7 
and incorrect description. To (у 
your body, all calories count. 

As long as you balance the 
calories you take in with the 
calories you bum, any food 
or beverage can be part of a 
healthy, enjoyable diet. Peo- 
ple can choose the type of 
soft drink that best suits their 
tastes and calorie needs, car- 
bonated soft drinks are now 
available at several calorie 
levels: no-calorie, low-calo- | 
rie, reduced-calorie and reg- 
ular-calorie. 

Studies have also shown 
that low-calorie and no- 
calorie sweeteners can help in weight management 
and are associated with high-quality diets, The U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has stated that 
low-calorie soft drinks can play a positive role in 
weight management. 

For many people, children's soft drink consump- 
tion also raises additional issues about nutrition, but 
many of the concerns don't pan out: 

о Two national surveys show that soft drinks are 
not associated with kids being overweight, having а 
poor-quality diet or having low physical activity. 

о A study of 1,335 boys and girls aged 12 to 15 
who regularly drank carbonated soft drinks found 
they had sufficient milk intake to have strong bones. 

о No relationship between soft drink consumption 


Don't sugary carbonated soft drinks offer only empty calories and lack any real nutritional value? 


and obesity was found in a study of more than 
100,000 school-aged children in 34 countries. 

The bottom line is that soft drinks can be part of a 
balanced diet, and the calories you consume should 
not be greater than the calories you use if you want to 
maintain a healthy weight. 


Sources: 
+ Sigman-Grant MJ and Hsieh G. Reported use of 
Reina. foods and beverages reflect high- 


ence, 70:S42-46, 2005. 

+ Storey ML, Forshee RA, 
2 Weaver AR, Sansalone WR. De- 
mographic and lifestyle factors 
associated with body mass index 

© among children and adolescents. 

^ Intl J Food Science and Nutrition 

2003, 54: 491-503. 

g Janssen], et al., Comparison 
of overweight and obesity preva- 
lence in school-aged youth from 
34 countries and their relation- 
ships with physical activity and 
dietary patterns. Obesity Re- 
views, 6:123-132, 2005. 

+ Forshee RA, etal. The role of 
beverage consumption, physical 
activity, sedentary behavior, and 
demographics on body mass in- 
dex of adolescents. International 

Journal Food Sciences Nutrition, 55: 463-478, 2004. 
+ Kvaavik E, et al. The stability of soft drinks in- 

take from adolescence to adult age and the associa- 

tion between long-term consumption of soft drinks 
and lifestyle factors and body weight. Public Health 

Nutrition, 8:149-157, 2005. 

+ Blum JW, et al. Beverage consumption patterns 
in elementary school aged children across a two-year 
period. Journal American College Nutrition, 24:93- 
98,2005. 

* Newby PK, et al. Beverage Consumption is not 
associated with changes in weight and body mass in- 
dex among low-income preschool children in North 
Dakota. Journal American Dietetic Association, 
104:1086-1094, 2004. 


Cabagnot : 


‘No Health Rookie =, 


Being a basketball player isnt just about hav- 
ing ‘game ОГ course it's important 10 have а 
‘couple of slamming moves, or know a few plays. 
Bat i's not just about the right shoes, or being 
extremely tall. In shon, being a basketball player 
isn't about what you sec on the outside. Like most 
things in life, i's what's inside that counts. Just 
ask the Philippine Basketball Association's most 
promising player, Coca-Cola Tiger Alex 
Cabagnot. 

As a kid, Alex already knew be wanted to bea 
basketball player. That's why early on, he took 
his basketball destiny into his own hands. "I 
joined в lot of basketball clinics when 1 was 
young. 1 think it's а key essential to join basket- 
ball camps to learn your fundamentals, and just 
know the basic skills while you're young." 

‘With that take charge attitude, ifs now wonder. 
Alex is at the top of his game. But do you know 
that the secret to his amazing coun skills only 
boil down to one thing? Its actually something 
that everybody can posses, whoever you are or 
‘whatever your profession is: health. 

Alex believes in living a balanced, healthy 
and active lifestyle or HAL. This includes prac- 
ticing three key values: eating a balanced diet, 
regular physical activity and proper hydration 
“These are things that everybody can do, yes, even 
you. You dor have to have a lot of money ог 
lime to do them. You just need the right atitude 
and some will power to get healthier and live a 
better life. Who doesn't want that? 

Eating a balanced diet doesn't mean you have 
то eliminate your favorite foods out of the menu. 
Different foods provide your body with different 
things: energy, vitamins and minerals, What it 

means is eating a wide variety of foods 
10 meet your daily caloric and nutritional needs. 
‘Junk foods are a myth. There are only ‘unk di- 
els or bad combinations of food and excessive 
eating, The key here is balance, not i00 much and 
not too lile. 

Feeling sluggish and tired all the time? You 
need to get into this second HAL value: regular 
physical activity. But don' think you necessarily 
have to go to the gym or take up a sport to be ac- 
tive. Thats fine for some people but if you're not 
into those things then there are actually many 
other things you can do. Why not go biking or 
walking with your family? Get your friends to 
join you for a jog around the block. In fact, 
household chores like washing clothes, sweeping 
and mopping can help you bum calories too. 
‘Anything to get your body moving, sweating and 
buing calories. Just remember to get an hour to 


"d 


an hour and a half of physical activites 
everyday. 

“This is one HAL value that Alex takes to heart 
the most. "Physical activity is really important 
justto have a healthy and active lifestyle. You 
‘don’t just want to be à couch potato or just watch 
TV. A good sweat is always а good thing, 
whether it's just running, playing basketball, or 
playing with your friends, i's very important.” 

Lastly, the third HAL value is something ш | 
most people tend to forget about, which is a big 
shame. This is because irs actually one of the 
most important aspects of health: hydration. It 
simply means the proper amount of fluids in your 
body. If you're dehydrated, it means you need to 
drink mare so you don't feel dizzy or tired. 

But hold on a second, if you're thinking that 
the old "S-zlasses-a-day* rule still applies, read 
on. According to the Beverage Institute for 
Health and Wellness (BIHW) website, you actu- 
ally need 11-16 cups of total fluids each day, de- 
pending on age, weigh, gender, the weather and 
level of physical activity. Fluids also mean that 
you don't need to stick to just water. Although its 
importam that you do drink 120, you can also 
drink your favorite soft drinks, teas and juices to 
stay hydrated. Foods with water like soups, 
stews, fruits and vegetables can help to. 

Hydration is also tops in Alex’ book. Accord- 
ing to him, “That's another important thin 
‘You've goto keep yourself hydrated at ай times 
If you don't, you get cramps and you can't рег. 
form with your best abilities. So you've always 
got to drink a lot of water and have a lot of fluids 
n your body because you lose so much when you 
play. You have to replenish what you lose." 

Alex also has some words of advice for bud- 
ding basketball players. "Make sure youre 
‘coach-able, stay healihy, stay away from all the. 
bad stuff that you can do, like vices and stuff like 
that and listen to your coaches. You can never go 
wrong with that 

He also encourages everyone to stan living a 
balanced, healthy and active lifestyle today. For 
more information about your health and bever- 
ages, log on to the BIHW website at wwwale- 
beverageinstitute.org. 
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DR. SEUSS, P1,250; Dr. Seuss, PI,250; Disney, P795; Mighty Fine, P1,250 


SHOP SHOOTERS 


Tee 


Rainbow Brite, Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur- 
tles, characters from Dr. Seuss, Sesame 
Street and Disney, and even our favorite 
video games. 

Familiar brands that bring back memo- 
ries have earned prime Tshirt spots, 
too—Pop Tarts, Swiss Miss, Lifesavers, 
Reese's, even Elmer's Glue. 

‘And the best part about these shirts is 
they're ultra-soft—which makes you feel as 


By Pam Pastor 
Photos by Rudy Esperas 


though you've really raided your childhood 
closet. 

But since our childhood closets only ex- 
ist in our heads now, we've settled for the 
next best thing. We raided Rustan's and 
found a lot of shirts under the brands 
Mighty Fine, Altru, New Breed, Disney and 
Dr. Seuss. They give a double dose of com- 
fort and nostalgia that you can pull over 
your head. 


These ultra-soft, 
ultra-comfy shirts 
will make you feel 
as though you've 
raided your 


HE T-SHIRT TREND HAS BEEN ON 
| steady rise for a while now—and 
its one that we are loving. 
Screaming and tacky fashion logos that 
used to be emblazoned on everyone's 


chests have been replaced with icons from 
our childhood —the Smurfs, My Little Pony, 


j 
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NEW Breed, P895; Mighty Fine, P1,250; Dr. Seuss, P795; Altru, P1,450; New Breed, P895; Altru, P1,450 


childhood closet & 


à 
resembles a stylish bangle. 


By Niño Mark M. Sablan 
 2bU! Correspondent 


NCEUPONA TIME, WATCHES 

were purchased, wom and 

used mainly for time-telling. 
Amazingly, watches have now evolved 
into trendy accessories that just happen 
to also tell the time. 

But while a flashy, attention-grab- 
bing and unique wristwatch scores 
high among today's teeners, nothing 
can beat a time-teller that scores high 
on the technological side as well. 

Enter ODM, a dynamic designer 
watch brand that was established in 
1999. Inspired by originality, dy- 
namism and minimalism—hence the 

| brand name—it boasts of timepieces 
that are innovative in both technology 

} and design. In fact, ODM reestab- 
hed itself in 2006 to be an “inno- 


hi 
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trendy timewear” brand, symbolizing 
the company's aim to adopt new tech- 
nologies and design innovative orna- 
mental wristwatches. 

According to Frank Lam, ODM in- 
ternational sales and marketing man- 
ager coming up with innovative 
watch designs and exclusive technol- 
ogy is something they are passionate- 
ly committed to. "We do not limit our- 
selves,” he explains. "We find special- 


ists in innovative technology and in- 
corporate it into the designs." 

He adds, "Every day we come up 
with new designs." In fact, according 
to Frank, ideas would just crop up any 
time of the day and when they do, 
they hold sudden meetings to talk 
about the suggestions and even in- 
stantly develop them. 

And how these fresh ideas have 
paid off. 

As an international brand, ODM is 
the first ever Hong Kong watch brand 
to participate in Baselworld in 2003. 
Since then, the brand has been con- 
tinuously taking part in this world- 
wide event along with other world- 
class brand names. 

With innovation as one of the 
brand's selling points, there's no won- 
der how ODM has also won various 
international recognitions such as 
China's iF Design Award, Germany's 
Reddot Design Award, and the USA 
and Japan Good Design Award, which 
have all encouraged the brand to fur- 
ther create even more groundbreak- 
ing designs. 

Even from afar, ODM watches are 
an instant scene-stealer. 

Take, for example, the DD100 mod- 
el, which, with its wide bracelet and 
vibrant colors, never fails to catch ev- 
eryone's eyes. 

And then there is also the award- 


b. 
DD100 watchis availabl 
colors. 


winning ODM 2101 watch. Apart 
from looking more like a stylish ban- 
gle, it also boasts of innovative tech- 
nology through its curved glass panel 
for the watch face. After all, most 
watch faces are traditionally flat. 

Frank adds that in the last five 
years, the Philippines has been chang- 
ing a lot when it comes to fashion 
sense and trend response. Frank even 
thinks the country is just a couple of 
years behind the very fashion-for- 
‘ward Japan. 

With the remarkable success 
achieved by the brand in Asia, its next. 


goal is to penetrate the European and 
American markets. At present, ODM 
has а distribution network that reach- 
es more than 30 countries, plus two 
overseas offices in Paris and Singa- 
pore for expanding market presence 
in these regions. 

With its wide array of unique, vivid 
and  attenton-grabbing watches, 
ODM is the perfect watch brand for 
unique individuals who want to be a 
step ahead or a notch higher in both 
design and technology. Asked to de- 
scribe the target market of ODM, 
Frank answers, “Fashionable, trendy, 
innovative. If you want to be that per- 
son, you have to buy ODM.” 


ODM timepieces are available at all L 
Timestudio stores and selected specialty 


Email the author 
marksablan@yahoo.com 
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The eye opening truth about Dengue 


Many things jeopardize our family's 
safety and health. Most are within plain 
sight and are easily spotted. One of the 
most fatal is the deadly disease known 
аз Dengue. 

Dengue is contracted when an 
Aedes Aegypti mosquito bites, The 
‘Aedes mosquito is small and can get to 
almost anywhere in your home and lay 
eggs. Not only is it hard to keep these 
small insects away it also can lay eggs 
in unexpected places and pose as a 
threat to your family's well being. 

One female mosquito lays up to 100 
eggs ata time, all of which can hatch in 
‘one day. Eggs can lie dormant in dry 
conditions for up to 9 months, hatching 


long after the rainy season has ended. 
This heightens the possibilty of your 
child getting bitten. Since this disease is 
а year round threat we must be vigilant 
not just during the rainy season but all 
year round. 


Dengue in the Philippines 


According to The World Health Orga- 
nization (WHO) there are about 50 mil- 
lion Dengue cases a year and over 
400,000 cases of the fatal Dengue 
hemorrhagic fever. Dengue is one of 
the leading causes of childhood deaths 
in Asia. In the Philippines, 36,712 infec- 
tions were reported in 2006 alone. 


The humid and damp tropical weath- 
er of the Philippines makes it conducive 
to breeding for the Aedes Aegypti 
mosquito which breeds in clean stag- 
nant water. Water that may be in ails, 
flower pots, gutters, vases and buckets 
‘commonly found all over the house. 

Dengue is also not easily spotted in 
children because it exhibits the same 
symptoms as the flu, like: high fever, 
head and joint aches, nausea, fatigue 
and pain behind the eyes. The fever is 
inconsistent making parents believe 
that’s just a regular case of the flu. Un- 
til blood tests show the infection. if un- 
treated, Dengue can turn into hemor- 
rhagic fever and become fatal. 


Your Family's Best Defense 
against Dengue 


‘SC Johnson, the world's leading pest 
control expert, has a formidable range 
of Baygon and OFF! products to 
help ensure your family’s health and 
well-being: 
= Baygon Mosquito Killer aerosol 
guarantees fastest knockdown. It is 
an effective instant acting spray that 
lets you get to the hard to reach 
places where mosquitoes lurk. Like 
below the sink, behind appliances 
and curtains, under the bed and in 
closets. Spray twice a day - at dawn 
апа dusk when the Aedes Aegyp! 
mostactive. 
* Baygon Liquid Mosquito Repeller 
provides continuous protection in- 
doors for up to 20 square meters 
from where it is plugged. If used 8 
hours a day it can keep mosquitoes 


stores nationwide. 
а піп 

away for up to 30 days. 

* Baygon Electric Mosquito Killer 
eliminates mosquitoes the worry free 
way. An alternative to the сой it sim- 
ply plugs into the wall and gets rid of 
mosquitoes. 

* Baygon Scented Coil keeps 
mosquitoes at bay. Aside from in- 
doors it can also be used outdoors 
where plugs are not present like in 
gardens and verandas where 
‘mosquitoes thrive. It has a pleasing 
lavender scent that is easy on the 
nose but tough on mosquitoes. 

= OFFI Overtime gives your family up 
to 8 hours of protection whenever 
they leave home. With the new 
Dermcoo! formula, protection 
against mosquitoes is now more 
comfortable. 

For the most effective defense 


against Dengue, trust Baygon and 
OFFI 
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..- but not that one where 
then teen star Niño Muhlach 
pulled him out of the 
audience and onto the stage 
of "That's Entertainment." 
Киуа Germs asked what he. 
could do, and the 4-year-old 
Р sang "Born in the USA." 

j к Now, 21 years ater, he's 
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Miss RP Intl 
| in best form 


By Armin Adina 


FILIPINO-JORDANIAN МАША LEE 
Cien Shami—model, radio jock, dancer 
and photographer—is out to add anoth- 
er entry to her long list of occupations. 

The 19-year-old native of Cotabato 
left for Tokyo, Japan, on Sept. 30 to 
‘compete for the Miss International title, 
which has been held by Philippine beau- 
Чез Precious Lara Quigaman (2005), 
Melanie Marquez (1979), Aurora Pijuan 
(1970) and Gemma Cruz (1964). 

"Ihave butterflies in my stomach now,” 
Nadia revealed during her sendoff at the 
Araneta Coliseum Gazebo last Thursday, 
where she displayed her winning form. 
“Tve seen the pictures of the other contes- 
tants. They are all so beautiful and every- 
one has a big chance to win. That is why 1 
am asking for your prayers and support.” 

‘After her coronation as Binibining 
Pilipinas-International in March, the 
5-foot-9 beauty lost almost 10 pounds, 
thanks to her strict diet and regular 
gym visits and Pilates sessions. 

“I hope to become the fifth Filipina 
to bring home the title,” said Nadia, 
who was crowned Miss Philippines-Air 
in 2005 

Nadia, who has joined a host of na- 
tional and regional beauty tilts, con- 
fessed to being most serious in her 
training for Miss International 

As part of her grooming, she was 
made to take lessons in catwalk, poise, 
projection and even makeup applica- 
tion from Miss World 2005 Continen- 
tal Queen of Beauty Karla Bautista, 
Miss Universe 2005 photogenic win- 
ner Gionna Cabrera and former title- 
holders Karen Agustin, Anna Maris Ig- 
pit and Denille Lou Valmonte. 

‘She was also given an overview of the 
international competition and pointers on 
how to catch the attention of the judges, 
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OPENING TODAY 
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BE res козгош с> LOAD НАША 
Shamaine Buencamino, Ricky Davao, Soli- Р = 


man Cruz, Sid Lucero, Ping Medina 
Directed by Dennis Marasigan j 
Inspired by the Agatha Christie short story > " 1 sum 


"Death by Drowning,” this ensemble drama post ын” | cu. 3 

wor Bese Screenplay n this ears Cinemalaya. = A X (DRESS) 

А lady cop (Buencamino) investigates the 2 pgr B T 
death of a barrio lass (Malahay) and uncovers ' EAL \ lead 

the conflicting passions (and ulterior motives) $ 5 Electronic Reload 

of the people around her. Lito Zulueta, Cine- Ё 

malaya juror, calls it “a thoroughly engaging 


mystery” Exclusively in IndieSine, Robinsons 
Galleria. 


Evening 

Stars Claire 
Danes, Meryl 
Streep, Glenn 
Close, Vanes- 
sa Redgrave, 
Топ! Colette 

Directed by Lajos Koltai 

Based on a novel by Susan Minot, this dra- 
ma focuses on a woman's memories as re- 
counted on her deathbed. Amy Biancolli of 
Houston Chronicle describes it as "a poignant 
and bravura showcase of acting talent.” Carina 
Chocano of Los Angeles Times says “it lurches 
between the morose and the sentimental.” 
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Miss RP Int'l in best form  .... 


the audience and her fellow contestants, be held both in Japan and China, only to an- 
But not everything went as planned. For nounce way into the homestretch that Miss 
almost a year, the international organizers International delegates will only spend two 


harped about а month-long competition to weeks in Tokyo and the coronation night 


will be held in Japan on Oct. 15 and not in 
China on Oct. 30 as earlier announced. 

The confusion notwithstanding, Nadia 
expressed excitement on her first trip 
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es, tropical fruits and warm people." 
‘And despite all the negative publicity the 
country has been getting in international 
dia, “itis a wonderful country to vis- 
it,” she added. 
Nadia brings with her to Tokyo en- 
couragement from her fellow Binibining 
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CINEMA 


SHARE A MOVIE WITHA LOVED ONE, 


movietime- | 
A e uito Wm B ЗМ ГЕ 


Your life as д movie 
pL s! 


Watch our country's very own 
Manny Pacquiao eollide-with 
Mirco Antonio Barrera in а 

12-round super featherweight fight 

z on the big screen 


abroad. "I will tell 
my fellow contes- 
tants and the 
Japanese people 
that the Philippines 
is a beautiful coun- 
ty, blessed with 
magnificent beach- 


THE MODELisalsoa 
radio jock, dancer 
and photographer. 


a film by Dennis Marasigan 


CINEMALAYA 2007 Winner - 
Best Screenplay 


The mysterious death of a young 
village lass leads to the investigation 
of those who knew her and what they 
may have to gain from her death. Told 
from the perspectives of the different 
characters, the film examines 


Pilipinas beauties. Anna Theresa Licaros, 
Miss Universe 2007 Miss Photogenic, said, 
“Believe in yourself and have fun.” Miss World 
2007 delegate Margaret Wilson added, “Tm 
proud of you. I know you can do iti" 

Miss International's theme for this year is 
building a harmonious world, with focus on 
environmental awareness. 
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OPENING TODAY 


From pageD! 


Roger Ebert of Chicago Sun-Times 
agrees: “И creeps through its do- 
lorous paces as prudently as an 
undertaker.” 


December Boys 
‘Stars Daniel Radcliffe, Teresa 
Palmers, Judi 


Adapted from 
Michael Noonan's 
1963 novel, this f 
summer reverie 
follows four or- i 
phans growing 
up in the Australian outback 
David Wiegand of San Francisco 
Chronicle says its “uplifting .. 
bur] oversaturated with sweet- 
ness and light.” Desson Thomson 
of Washington Post dismisses it as 
“texturally uneven." Kirk Honey- 
cutt of The Hollywood Reporter 
asserts: “Dramatic moments are 
small but exquisitely rendered.” 


Harsh Times 

Stars Christian Bale, Eva Lon- 
goria, Freddy Rodriguez, J.K. 
Simmons 

Directed by David Ayer 

A former soldier (Bale) em- 
barks on a journey of self-destruc- 
tion on the mean streets of LA. 
Stephen Holden of New York 
Times rants that by the time it 

1 "builds to a melodramatic finale, it 


has worn out [the viewer's] pa- 
tience.” Jim Ridley of Village Voice 
says: “Whatever political state- 
ment... is swamped by obnoxious 
badass envy" David Edwards of 
Daily Mirror hails it as “bleak, 
black but brilliant." Exclusively at 
Ayala Malls. 


Wedding Daze 
Stars Jason Biggs, Isla Fisher, 
Joe Pantoliano, Mark Consuelos 
Directed by Michael Ian Black 
On a dare, a lovelom guy (Big- 
gs) proposes to a waitress (Fisher) 


to get over а heartache. Helen 
O'Hara of Empire mag states that 
this flick, originally titled “The 
Pleasure of Your Company” is 
“predictable but truly charming in 
places.” David Nusair of Reel Film 
Reviews raves that it’s “an irrever- 
ent, sporadically hilarious, affable 
romantic comedy” Eddie Cockrell 
of Variety disagrees: Its “gratingly 
laborious” 


OPENS TODAY 


KATIE AND ANDERSON ARE GETTING MARRIED... 
THEY JUST MET A FEW MINUTES AGO 


ENTERTZ 


Unusual TV shows catch viewers’ kooky 


MOST TELEVISION PROGRAMS 
adhere to standard formats and 
production styles, but a few offer. 
unusual fillips to catch venture- 
some viewers! fancy. 

There's “Distribution,” a quiz 
and game show with a difference: 
It subjects contestants to indigni- 
ties and even painful conditions 
like answering quesions while 
twisting scores of rubber bands 
tightly around their faces. Not only 
are they in pain, they also end up 
looking like prizefighters after а 
particularly vicious boxing match. 

Even after a winner is pro- 
claimed, the show doesn’t run out 
of assaults. The winner of a car still 
has to "defend" his prize by an- 
Swering more questions correctly. 
For every incorrect reply, a part of 
his car is smashed, or painted over 
inan ugly hue. 

Sadistic bent. 

Why do contestants subject 
themselves to such torments? 
‘They must either be masochists or 
nerds in dire need of attention, по 
matter how extreme. Whatever 
the reason, the show doesn't lack 
for prospective contestants who 
are bent on being "distracted." 

“Wow Mali Bites” also subjects 
people to indignities, but theyre 
more of the psychologically painful 


LYINQUIRER =- 


INMENT 


VIEWFINDEI 


Nestor 
U. Torre. 


sor. The shows resident 
pranksters sometimes accost hap- 
less passersby and scare or humili- 
ate them to the max—and then ex- 
pect them to be “good sports" after 
the ordeal is over. 

This sadistic bent is taken even 
further by the “The Jamie Kennedy 
Experiment.” The reality show 
passes itself off as a social experi- 
ment, determining how much 
stress a person can take before 
buckling 

Ar the last possible second, just 
as its "victim" is about to lose it, 
hes told that he's just been “Хей” 
Poor chump, now he also has to 
grin and bear it for the TV cameras. 
to show that hes a “good sport." 

The “Noypi” show is more credi- 
ble as a social experiment. It does 
place clueless people in unusual 
situations—but not for sadistic 
“entertainment.” The program is 
genuinely interested in finding out 
how Filipinos react to different sit- 
uations that test their values—not 
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in theory but in action. 

We like watching this program, 
because it teaches us how the Fil- 
ipino psyche really operates—and 
why On one particularly eye- 
opening telecast, Filipinas’ “kind- 
ness factor” was tested by having a 
man go from house to house, ask- 
ing for a drink of water. 

Quite a number of people chose 
to help, and a couple of families 
even came out to talk to the “kind- 
ness searcher” and also gave him a 
sandwich to assuage his perceived 
hunger 

Incidentally Ellen Degeneres 
recently conducted a similar “ex- 
periment" on her daily talk show. 
In disguise, she pushed a big sofa 
ona sidewalk and asked passersby 


'РАСОНИ 
BARRERA 


жш, OCONEE ON tO E 


fancy 
to help her. 

What do you know? Most peo- 
ple ignored her obvious difficulty 
and sauntered on. 

Pinoys get а bad rap for many 
failings these days, so it's great to 
see that, when it comes to basics 


like helping others, they come out 
‘on tap—and smelling like roses. 


“Parental Control’ 

At 6 pm. Monday to Friday on 
the ETC channel, “Parental Con- 
trol” shows what happens when 
parents are allowed to pick dates 
for their kids, so the “obnoxious” 
boyfriends or girlfriends they hate 
can be replaced with “better” 
prospects more to the parents lik- 
ing. 
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Sporting event 
‘of the year 
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Catch the Cineplex Special ~ 
A Blockbuster Gift for all Season 
The Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates 


‘Treat your family and tnends to a thrilling movie experience 
‘only at the shang. 
Cinema Treats. for Cinemas 1. 2. 3, and 4 
Premiere Rewards. for the Premiere Theatre 
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расани 
Harvie Krumpet (Short film) 
Look Both Ways 

Cracker Bag (Short film) 
Floating Life 


October 4 (Thursday) 
Australien Rules. 
Breathe (Short film) 
Caterpillar Wish 

Cool White (Short film) 
Japanese Story 


October 5 (Friday) 
Looking for Alibrandi 
Harvie Krumpet (Short film) 
Jindabyne 

Cracker Bag (Short film) 
Lantana 


October 6 (Saturday 
Looking for Alibrandi 
Australian Rules. 
Breathe (Short Film) 
oth Ways a= 
Floating Life Pee 
ADMISSION i 


‹. FEE Is P50.00 i 


^ 


Japanese Stor 
Cool White (Short fim) 
Lantana 


лоо. Shanga Рага Mas 
оле Show Divi. M 


# 1-MOVIE iw AMERICA! 
$24,168,865 
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We have witnessed 
the BEGINNING... 
We have seen 

the APOCALYPSE... 


Now we face 
EXTINCTION. 


MILLA JOVOVICH 


ESIDENT EVIL: 
NEXTINCTION 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
and the Inquirer Entertainment Staff 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


IS BODYIS A WONDER- 

land ... of tattoos. 

He lifts his sleeves to reveal 
painted arms, and elicits a wave of 
oohs and azhs. 

International singer Billy Crawford ad- 
mits it isnt the reaction he expected. For 
one, he explains, ongga mom Marietta is 
nota big fan of his “tats”; in fact, she's try- 
ing to prevent the expansion of his body 
ап. 

Marked man із... a mama's boy? Not 
exactly, though in that sense, Billy a su- 
perstar in Europe—has remained thor- 
oughly Pinoy. 

Plus, says mom, he speaks Tagalog flu- 
ently “He even knows how to speak 
Visayan.” 

Mom accompanied him to France the 
first time he moved there when he was 
17. 

He recalls that he had a ball speaking in 
‘Tagalog with her, “knowing that no one 
could understand us." Нез also his fun- 
loving Texan dad's son, he points out. 

Hes done hundreds of concerts, but 
dad Jack will be watching him for the first 
time on Saturday at the Araneta Coliseum. 
for his solo show, “Its Time.” 

Also in the audience will be US produc- 
ers (checking him out for a possible world 
tour), but he seems more excited about 
having his parents there. 


What did you notice about local tal- 
ents? 

There are so many! I can't describe how 
good they are. Like, the young dancers 
[who won on his GMA 7 talent search 
"Move"] are newcomers, but they im- 
prove more quickly than most pros Ive. 
worked with. 

165 because they're still hungry They 
have this passion for dancing. They re- 
hearse until the wee hours. My concert di- 
rector Bambi Cruz, who's from France, is 
amazed at the [abundance] of talents. Its 
only the work style that he’s a bit uneasy 
with, 


What did you learn from performing 
abroad? 

1 leamed to be professional and punc- 
tual. Also to perfect [my] strengths and 
disregard weaknesses. Here, actors and 
actresses are made to sing, dance, ас... 
everything. There are a lot of last-minute 
changes. A song is scrapped right before a 
show The script would arrive last minute. 

‘Some people thrive in the pressure, but 
newcomers suffer 


Do you think it stunts the development 
of local artists? 

Kawawa ang artista. Naaawa rin ako sa 
public. Instead of supporting artists, the 
public is really supporting the networks. 
"heres even such a thing as network 
wars. When I was growing up on [GMA 
7s] "Thats Entertainment,” we could 
move from one station to another ... guest 
їп the other channels to promote our pro- 
jects. That was why the industry was so 
much bigger. Now, there are limitations. 
But that's okay Business is business. 


If someone asks your opinion on how 
torun things, would you give it? 

I wouldnt tell anyone how to run 
things. But as an artist, Td like to work 
with different people. I want to perform 
for everyone, not just a limited audience. 
[Otherwise] we can't grow as artists. 


How much of your talents have you 
been allowed to show here, consider- 
ing the limitations? 

Tm limited to one channel [GMA 7] for 
пом: But people are noticing naman. 
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HE'S HAD four to five long relationships, he confesses. 


Speaking of noticing ... How many tat- 
toos do you have? 

Hah! My right and left arms are full of 
tats. (He counts) Five. 


‘There’s a map of the Philippines. 

Yes, of course. That's important. All my 
tattoos tell a story. 

On my right arm is the name of my 
company YPMP Productions. It says Yea 
Pimp ... Also on the right arm is a Poly- 
mesian design representing music, 
protection, anger softness. The 
lizard has my initials on it. On my 
left arm is an angel with а micro: 
phone and the world in her hands. 
There's also a space cowboy who 
represents my father. The Philip 
pine map symbolizes my mom. 
‘There's also a quote, written in 
[the ancient Philippine lan- 
guage] alibata. It says: “Isang 

maraming рап 


Where did you have 
them made? 

All done in France, ex- 
cept for the gecko, 
which I got on Bora-Bo- 
m. 


Do you wish to add to 
your tattoo collection? 

1 really want some more 

. it can be addictive. I want to 
do my entire back, but my mom 
is not happy about my tattoos 


Nahihiya na ako sa капуа. 


What did you learn from "That's Enter- 
tainment”? 

"Thats" was my foundation. 1 started 
when I was 4 and stayed until I was al- 
most 12. I leamed everything on that 
show: Performing, hosting, acting, getting 
along with others. 


With what group were you then? 

Tuesday Group. With Jestoni Alarcon, 
Rita Avila, Jean Garcia, Manilyn Reynes, 
Janno Gibbs, Judy Ann Santos, Anna Ro- 
ces. 


What happens when you bump into 
your old "That's" castmates? 

Ljust saw Jeffrey Santos, Brylle Monde- 
jar and Jigo Garcia recently. Nagkataon. 
[But] we try to keep in touch. Once, they 
brought old photo albums filled with pic- 
tures from our group outings. I was al- 
ways the butt of jokes since I was the 
youngest. They used to kid me about my 
hairdo: The apple cut. 


How do you feel when you sce your old 
pictures? 

1laugh because at times I was wearing 
the same outfit as Kuya Germs [Moreno]. 
Terno kami. 


Kuya Germs’ Mini-Me. 
Mini-German. Hahaha! 


But he loves you. 
He's my tatay. He has helped a lot of 
people in the industry. 


How were you discovered? 

When I was four, 1 watched “Thats” in 
the old GMA 7 studio along Edsa. Nifio 
Muhlach pulled me out of the crowd. 

Natuwa siguro siya. Kuya Germs was 
surprised that there was a kid 
onstage. He asked if I could 
sing. I belted out “Born in the 
USA’—a lie because I was 

bom here. 


What did you learn 
from doing "Domin- 
ion: Prequel to the 
Exorcist”? 
That 
tough. 


was 
The 


4 AS 
GAN 


amnre TY 
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Billy Crawford 
counts his tattoos 
and girlfriends, and 
unleashes a 
mouthful on the 
network wars 


HEGOT the gecko on Bora-Bora; the rest of the Polynesian tattoos, in France. 


funny thing was, we shot in the same stu- 
dio (Cinecittà in Italy) as "The Passion of 
the Chri: пе day, you'd see Jesus (Jim. 
Caviezel) and the devil, me, on the same 
lot. The hardest part was working with ex- 
perienced actors. Some were method ac- 
tors. One guy was so into method that I 
actually thought he was a real priest. He 
seldom came out of his room, which 
looked like a shrine. On my first day the 
director, Мг Раш Schrader, pulled me 
aside and said: "I don't know what you do. 
don’t саге what you've done. You have to 
prove yourself in this flm." 


After the shoot, the movie encountered. 
problems. 

‘The director and the producers didn't 
get along. [Producer] James Robinson 
wanted a commercial movie, but the di- 
rector hated gore. So the producers made 
another movie with some of the same ac- 
tors for another $40 million. It didn’t do 
very well. Then my film “Dominion” was 
released on DVD and in selected theaters, 
and we got better reviews, 


‘That didn’t discourage you about Hol- 
lywood? 

Definitely not. I just got an offer to doa 
dance film called "Back Down.” Also, I 
‘was supposed to read for a film with 
‘Whoopi Goldberg. But it got pushed back 
... ал Ineed to move on. 


You mentioned artistic hunger, are you 
still hungry? 

Of course. 'm [only 25]. Ive achieved a 
Jot, but there's always something new to 
excel in, 


What are your goals? 

1 want to have an established produc- 
tion company. [want to write and produce 
songs for other people. Maybe do films, 


Where are you based now? 

Los Angeles, for now. I spent five years 
in Paris, one year in London. Pm supposed 
to go back to LA after the concert, to finish 
my fourh album [under MCA], 
STATUS" But love it here. 


a 

d 
THE EURO superstar has remained 
lose to mom Marietta, who's proud 
that he can speak Visayan, tog, She's 
nofan of his body art, though, у 


Everything ... except for Filipino time. 
Hahaha. And the last-minute calls. 


Even the chismis? 

Chismis is chismis. Even in our own 
families, there's gossip. I don't pay atten- 
tion anymore. 


Speaking of which, what did you learn 
from the whole who's-the-better-Kisser- 
Mandy Moore-or-KC Concepcion con- 
troversy? 

If you make а bad decision, theres а 
consequence. [Answering that question] 
had a bad consequence. I'm now going to. 
puta Ziploc on my mouth. 


KC admitted that you had courted her. 

Who wouldn't court her? She's a crush 
ng bayan. She's a sweet girl. But 1 don't 
‘want to comment anymore. 


Does Mandy Moore know about that 
intrigue? 

T think I should be the first one to see 
her when she arrives next month [for a 
concert]. ГЇ pick her up at the airport and 
talk to her before anyone else does 
(laughs). She's very sweet, too. I was kin- 
da like her first boyfriend. 


How many girlfriends have you had? 
Туе had four to five long relationships. 


‘How long was the longest? 

"Three and а half years. I am definitely 
into long relationships. But if it doesn’t 
‘work out, it doesn’t work out. 
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JHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


What Snooky 


APPARENTLY, NOT ANOTHER INTER- 
view—on TY, radio or print. 

Her latest conflict started on DJ Mo's ra- 
dio show. Asked by the shock jock how she 
lost her virginity, she said she was only 14... 
and then the shocker... she had been 
"raped." Е 

GMA 7's “Showbiz Central” immediately 
booked the ex-child star for a tell-all Q&A. 

But Snooky refused to go into "graphic de- 
tails,” on account of her two daughters. So why 
grant the interview at all? 

Host John Lapus insisted it was to help other 
victims. Then why was he persistent about re- 
vealing the identity of the supposed assailant? 

"Was he a leading man or an actor who 
played your father?” “Where did it happen?” 

Snooky threatened to walk out. That line of 
questioning wasn't part of the deal, she ex- 
claimed on air. Later she answered one of 
the supposedly offensive questions just 
thesame. 

Alas, the alleged crime happened "sa. 
bahay,” Snooky said. In the end, she 
затей other young women: ‘Just be- 
cause a man is handsome or looks 
gentle, doesn't mean he's not [са- 
pable of] rape.” 

Another can of worms? 


Sexy swindlers 

‘Two sexy actresses—siblings 
ра, one employed by ABS-CBN, 
the other by GMA 7—flew to 


FIRST EVER. Actress Emma 
Watson wins the award for 
Best Performance - Female at 
the first ever National Movie 
Awards at the Royal Festival 
Hall in London Sept. 28. валик 


CHRISTIAN 


Bautista 


inquirer ent 
" to 2207 ( 


Singapore, re- 
portedly toes- 
cape jewellers af- 
terthem for 
estafa. 


No ‘Rush Hour’ fan 

HONG KONG— It’s the movie that put Jack- 
ie Chan in the major league in the US, but the 
Hong Kong star isn't a fan of "Rush Hour" 

Chan said he made the first installment of 
the series in 1998 only to test the US market. 

Ina blog entry on his website seen Sunday, 
he said: "When we finished filming, I felt very 
disappointed... didn't appreciate [it] and 1 did 
not like the action scenes... too Americanized... 
Ididn't understand American humor” АР 


Top of the talk shows: 

For those who missed last weekend's show 
biz gab fests: 

*Dennis Trillo on the name tag “Baby Ho” 
оп the nursery crib of former beauty queen 
‘Carlene Aguilar’s newborn Calix Andrea: 

“Nararapat lang... na gamitin ung apelyido 
ko... baby ko naman yun eh." 

«Clarifying his relationship with Carlene: 

“Matagal ko siya naging girlfriend, four or 
five years... bago pa ako pumasok sa GMA.. 


Ngayon bihira na kami makapag-usap... medyo 
malabo ang sitwasyon... dahi naging komplika- 
do yung mga bagay-bagay kaya medyo, wala, 
malabo. (Ang labo nga yata.) 


Love this guy... er, gay 

*Rustom Padilla on facing ex-wife Carmina 
Villaroel since revealing his sexuality: 

“Siya yung bukod-tanging, isang taong kin- 
ашар ko bago ako nag-out on television... Hindi 
melo-dramatic ang pag-uusap namin. In fact, it 
was funny, very touching. We don't bump into 

ich other [now] but Tm sure it would be okay 

we did]." Qf only straight men were this 
sensitive, too! Or is that too much to ask?) 

*Paolo Contis, asked if he might do as Ding- 
dong Dantes has done, posing sexy on maga- 
zine covers and catwalks: 

“Darating naman yun... kumbaga right tim- 
ing, right offer. Sina Dingdong... nag-topless. 
Handa ako, bottomless. Pero may damit sa 
itaas.” (Uh, did we get that right?) 


SNOOKY Serna 


Friends, not weird 

"Christian Bautista, asked if he would sing 
“Lupang Hinirang” in public again after forget- 
ting some linesat the start a boxing match: 

“if they ask me to... [will sing it with all my 
heart. [will not be terrified. Be proud of it. 
Learn it. Know it by heart. Kasi nga, as singers 
that's our role.” (No, no, the point was...) 

"Christian on rumors of a relationship with 
Piolo Pascual: 

"Thats not true na we are doing something 

WHAT SNOOKY/E4 
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IT'S ALWAYS A DELIGHT TO HANG OUT 
with mi amigo muy simpatico Cesar Mon- 
tano at his cool Italian bistro Bellisimo (Sct. 
Castor, Quezon City). His works of art, 
which are for sale, adorn the walls. Next to 
acting and directing, painting is Buboy's 
passion. 

“Lam excited about my three new projects in 
 ABS-CBN—a remake of "Palos," a boxing reali- 
ty TV show and a still untitled show,” he told 


‘me over dinner. "Aside from that, I am directing 
án indie film, “Inflagrante Delicto,’ which 
‘means ‘caught in the act.” 

+ -Evén his wife, Sunshine Cruz, is busy with 


"TV-showi. She's ойе of Buboy's leading ladies 


and she will also do a soap with Maricel Sori- 
ano and AiAi de las Alas titled “Naga Aida" to 
be shot in Japan. 

teased him, “165 good you allowed Shine to 
resume her career. Won't you get jealous any- 


ASIAN HORROR IS BACK! 


FROM THE MAKERS OF THE GRUDGE 


AND THE RING 


THE ORIGINAL GANG trom "KUNG FU HUSTLE” is Back 
MORE ACTION. MORE SPECIAL EFFECTS. MORE LAUGHS. 


тнт 


ЕМТЕВТ 


Dolly Anne 


Carvajal 


LY INQUIRER: 


-INMENT 
Cesar has three new projects with ABS-CBN 


more if she has other leading men?” 

Buboy laughed. “Basta ako lang ang may 
kissing scene. Siya bawal! And she has to be 
home by midnight. Okay na rin na shell be. 
working para di niya ako kulitin masyado sa 
lambing niyang mga pagseselos." 

He and Shine are enjoying their three 
daughters. “Nakakatuwa to see their personali- 
ties develop. Our second child may pagka 
‘weird na artistic,” the doting dad said. 

His other daughter Angela, who runs their 
resto with her hubby as bartender, told me that 
Buboy refuses to be called "lolo." 
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Rightfully so! He definitely does not look like 
a granddad yet. He's just a grand actor. 


No surprise 

I wasn't a bit surprised when Dennis Trillo 
finally admitted that he's the dad of Carlene 
Aguilar’s baby boy. He's too much of a gentle- 
man to deny such matters. Although he said on. 
ТУ that he and Carlene were no longer а cou- 
ple, the birth of Calex could pave the way for a 
reconciliation. Or do they have an agreement 
to keep their relationship low-key, so it doesn't. 
go off key with too much intrigue? 


Budding romance 


A Sg JO LAPSA DURO DA 
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The sensational 
love team of Mart Es- 
cudero and Jennica 
Garda wil be 
launched via Regal 
Entertainment's 
heart-pounding 
movie “Hide and 
Seek” (opens Oct. 
31). As Mother Lily 
says, “The more you 
hide, the more ghosts 
will seek you.” Aside 
from her gut feel for 
what makes a great 
horror movie, Mother 
also hasa sixth sense. 

Jennica reminds 
me so much of her 
mom Jean. We used 
to hang out when she 
was still dating Jenni- 
сабай, Jigo Garcia. 

"Will her budding 
romance with Mart 
go the same way as 
her parents’ tender 
love story during their 
“Thats Entertain- 
ment" days? Or will 
their hearts play hide 
and seek? 


Humbling 
experience 

Tm happy for Shyr 
Valdez who's back in 
the scene with Wild 
Eyes Productions’ TV 
movie “Search & De- 
stroy" which will be 
shown in the History 
Channel in the US 
next week. It’s about 
the tragic abduction 
of Gracia and Mar- 
Чп Burnham in 
Palawan. 

Shyrs portrayal of 
Gracia was a Ше 
Changing experience 
for her. “It made me 


eos ^ 


E 


“Ап amazing performance, one of the best of the year. 
-Bran Tallerito, UGO 


at Glorietta 4 & 


Greenbelt 3Cinemas 
FROM THE CREATOR OF "TRAINING DAY" & "THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS" 
CHRISTIAN 


FREDDIE 


BALE RODRIGUEZ 


owerful film.. 


ae “A 


E: weer CHCAGQ SUIT 
“Bale 4 Rodriguez are mesmerizing. 
-Liza Schwarbaum, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


EVA 
LONGORIA. 


realize cruelty in its 
highest form,” she 
says — "Reenacüng 
Gracia's ordeal hum- 
bled me and made 
me thankful that 
mone of my loved 
ones ever experienced. 
such inhuman acts.” 
In show biz par- 
lance, Shyr Valdez is 
no "Luz Valdez" (los- 
er) with this come- 
back project of hers. 


From Princess 

Here are portions 
of my “Sis” Princess 
Punzalan's e-mail to 
me from the US: 

Dear Doll, 

І live in Connecti- 
cut now. Just a train 
ride to NY. Dun na 
kasi nagtatrabaho ang 
asawa ko. Balik es- 
kuwela naman ako. 
Hay, ang hirap ng tu- 
matanda, mas mahi- 
rap sumabay sa mga 
bagets na fresh pa ang 
mga utak! Hay naku... 
Totoo ka... Iba ang ikot 
ng mundo ko dito 
ngayon. (Minsan, I 
miss having house 
help, lalo na pag super 
ngarag ako sa kaka- 
aral.) Wala pa kaming 
anak but we're still 
hopeful that someday 
God will bless us with 
at least one. 

Mwah! 

Сез 


Celebs' choice 

The fave ritzy resto 
of celebs, Le Souffle 
(Rockwell, The Fort, 
Тор of the Citi), cele- 
brates 16 years of 
sumptuous dining by 
treating their loyal pa- 
trons to a 50 percent 
discount tomorrow. 
Call 890-6543 or 887- 
5108 for reservations, 
Bonne Degustation! 


Email watering- 
holeshangrila@ya- 
hoo.com. 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — 


ENTERTAINMENT 


di afinity 


What Snooky... 


FrompageE! 


weird because we're just friends.” (How about, 
“Were not gay?") 


Basic ingredients 

*Rhian Ramos on her relationship with 
Richard Gutierrez: 

“Yung una kong on-screen kiss nasa kanya 
па. Tapos yung una ko yatang sampal nasa 
kanya na rin. Una kong iyak nasa kanya na гїп. 
Parang mahirap namang hind maging close sa 
tao” (Three basic ingredients—got that.) 

*Would she say “yes” if Richard courted 
her? 

“He's really a nice guy. He makes me laugh. 
Нез understanding. Tapos tuwing may mahi- 
rap na scene, inaalalayan niya ako.” (Three 
more basic ingredients—got that.) 


Opposite of nice 

«Pinky Marquez on hearing reports that 
daughter Karel was pregnant: 

“It’s not nice.” 

«Воск guitarist 1га Cruz on reconciling with 


IE m 
SON OF STING. Singer and bassist of the 
group "Fiction Plane"—and son of 
‘Sting—Joe Sumner performs on Sept. 29 at 
the "Stade de France" in Saint-Denis, 
Northern Paris, for the first part of the 
concert of “The Police.” AFP 


his girlfriend, model-actress-TV host Phoemela 
Barranda: 

“You realize what you've lost only when it's 
not there anymore. After а month, nag-usap 
kami... Umabot yung conversation na kumba- 
ga... I still loved her. So we decided to try to 
work things out.” 

*Phoemela on rumors ira had beat her up: 

“Ayoko na sanang sagutin yun kasi nasa 


stage po kami na 
pinag-uusapan namin 
ung naging problema 
namin... Kung nagka- 
roon kami ng argu- 
ment... that was 
blown out of propor- 
tion. Ayoko na pong 
magbigay ng detalye... 
dahil hindi na po 
makakatulong sa akin 
sa sitwasyon ko ngay- 
on.” (Was that a long- 
winded yes-he-did?) 

*Aiko Melendez on 
why she chose to keep 
mum about her sepa- 
Tation from Martin 
Jicigin: 

"Because of my chil- 
dren. This is private... 
and l' like to deal 
(with it] privately... 1 
want to keep quiet 
about everything.” 
(That's hard to do on 
nationwide TV) 

* Aiko, pushed a lit 
tle more: 

“Аз much as] want 
to tell you in detail 
whats happening in 
my life the only thing I 
can say right now is, 
ies over? (Itutuloy.) 


Watch JOSH GROBAN Live! 


Buy a Rado True or Original watch from 
September 10, 2007 to October 15, 2007 
and get a pair of tickets to 

Josh Groban Live in Manila! concert. 


N 
PER DTLNCR PERMIT No. 4246, SERIES OF 2007. N 
‘PARTICIPATING OUTLETS: ; 
RADO SHOP MANILA Glorietta 4 
MONTRÉ WATCH SHOPS The Podium Mall | SM Mall of Asia | SM The Block 
NOCURFEW WATCH STORES SM Pampanga | SM Sta. Rosa | SM Lipa 

SM Bacolod | SM Davao, | SM Cagayan de Oro | Ayala Center Cebu 


Forinquiries: Rado Shop Manila (02) 816-7774 OPENS OCTOBER 17 


wwwrado.com 


AT THE MALLS 


CONCIERGE HOTLINE NUMBERS: 
Alabang Town Center- 842 2782: 7721860 
Ayala Center беш - (032) 231 5342 loc. 324 


AT THE CINEMAS 


Reserve your iets by taxting SURESEATS БЕЗ ar SURESEATS G4 o 2333 (ite) or 11 (Smart) or leg an ow. soresens om tor web resales, 
Movie schedules may change woe prior notico. For vericalon, please cali 729-7777 


som: БСТ слон ve гүр 
VETINGTION Зевоно, & IE 
ETT TEN 


Ayala ; 


Glorieta -TS2 7272 
Greenbelt - 757 4853 1054 


ahat 
сымы 


TOWN 


CENTER 


Marketi Marketi - 8867519 ~“ 
"roma - 901 3000 


BPI Appliance Madness кыы 
September 26 to October 16 at Glorietta Activity Center 
EVENING 


GLORIETTA D Viva Mexico: A Traditional Mexican Costume Exhibit 


6 wenona October 8 to 15; Greenbelt 3 Lobby 


"o 
А wansuTMES 7 нев пом 


GREENBELT. 1 


—_ 


WEDDING DAZE 

Fitness At The Town 
September 3 to December 14, 2007; Mon. / Wed. ! Fri. - 6 PM; Town Plaza 
NS |28 SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL 


RESIDENT EVI: 
Я RESIDENT EW DECEMBER BOYS 


siccus 3 BPI Automadness Exhibit 
October 11 to 14; Paseos 


WEDDING DAZE DECEMBER BOYS 


Stargazing: "Ара! Dapat Dapat Apat" Mall Tour 
October 5; 5 PM; Activity Center 


MARKET! MARKET! 


Now pronounce |5 
YOU CHUCK & LARRY 


RESIDENTEVIL: |4 


NO RESERVATIONS 
EXTINCTION 


4 SINKING oF rid 
MAPA Onstadés 


TVEFALLEN FOR YOU 


TVE FALLEN 


Repertory Philippines presents LOVE'S LABOUR'S LOST 
FOR YOU 


September 15 -October 7, 2007 
For inquries pis cal 87-0710 or visit wet repertory philippines com 


HYBRIDITY: Mark Lewis Higgins! 
September 18 to October 28 
For more into, pls. es 787-7117 to оса Е 


| NOW PRONOUNCE 
YOU CHUCK & LARRY 


W PONOUNCE 
‘QU CHUCK 
& LARRY 


z Ti Noma 


RESIDENT EVIL. 4 aze 
EXTINCTION WEDONG DAT 


ТУЕ FALLEN 


DECEMBER BOYS 
FOR YOU 


ina with the Kilyawan Boys 
PM; TriNoma Park 


d 
cg Sets 


America's Power Pop Band 
live at the Ayala Malls: 


THE CLICK FIVE 


LIVE VIA SATELLITE 


Tea analy Ba Rosari & Costa La ops, Merada, USA 


No Commercial Breaks! 
Larger Than Life! Guaranteed Seats! 


THE MOST AWAITED FIGHT IS ON! 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7, BAM aril Tie) 


г Glorietta 1. + Glorietta 4 • Greenbelt 3 
Alabang Town Center * Market! Market! 
Ayala Center Cebu » Trinoma 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 


Greenbelt Park. Alabang Town Center 
Üctober13;2007. Activity Center 
x cc ‘October 14, 2007 
6PM 


, бийиң 
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celebrates ЛЕ” of history 


N dynamic Korea brings to mind a modern and 


Dynamic: 


rogressive society, unique traditions, culture 

and sentiments that define a race, a country 

where the ancient and the modern co- exist and where 

people possess the passion and the challenge to be 

better as a nation. It is the idea of the spirit, success, 

hope and inspiration that Korea now stands for before 
the eyes of the world. 


"Today, October 3, Korea celebrates its Foundation Day, a cele- 
bration that has roots in Korea's colorful 5,000-year history. 
Known also as the “Opening of the Sky Day,” the celebration sym- 
bolically speaks of the beginning of Korean history when the son of 
the King of Heaven came down to earth and whose son founded 
Korea’s first kingdom. 


According to legend, Hwan-ung, the son of the King of Heaven, 
yearned to live оп Earth among the valleys and the mountains. His 
father sent him along with 3,000 helpers to rule Earth and provide 
humans with great happiness. Hwan-ung descended to Mount 
Taebaeksan, and named the place Shinshi or City of God. From 
here, he instituted laws and moral codes and taught the humans 
various arts, medicine and agriculture. 


Meanwhile, a tiger and a bear living in a cave together prayed to 
become human. Upon hearing their prayers, Hwan-ung made 
them undergo a test, which the bear successfully fulfilled and thus 
was transformed into а woman. 


The bear-woman was very grateful; however lacking a compan- 
ion she soon became sad and prayed beneath a sandalwood tree to 
be blessed with a child. Hwan-ung, moved by her prayers, took her 
for his wife and soon she gave birth to Tangun, who developed into 
awise and powerful leader establishing Korea's first kingdom. 


The Tangun legend not only reflects Korean ideals, but helped 
develop the pride of a people with a long history and ancient cul- 
ture. Through the centuries, Koreans have preserved this legend 
which became a source of spiritual comfort in times of crisis. The 
story represents the whole foundation of Korean culture and is the. 
key to understanding their history. 


‘Known also as the 
‘Opening of the Sky 
Day,’ the celebration 
symbolically speaks 
of the beginning of 
Korean history when 
the son of the King of 
Heaven came down 
1o earth and whose 
son founded Korea's 
first kingdom’ 


WRITER, Raquel Gorr 
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‘Two famous dishes—kimchi and bulgogi— 
‘gastronomically signify what it means to be a Korean 


Rich landscape of culture, images, and stories 


gogi, a marinated meat dish. Whereas kimchi is a staple dish that is eaten at every meal, bulgogi is more 


T wo foods that people have come to identify with Korea are kimchi, a fermented vegetable dish, and bul- 


like a party food generally eaten on special occasions like dining out or entertaining guests. 


Hëalthy kimchi 
i Kimchiisa pungent, fermented dish gen- 
егу consisting of cabbage or turnip s. 
‘sohed with salt, garlic, green onions, gi 
‘get, red pepper and shellfish. Low in calo- 
Ties and cholesterol and very high in fiber, 
dinchi is very nutritious. In fact it is richer 
nyitamins than apple. 
То a Korean, instead of saying "an apple 
a day keeps the doctor away,” they'd proba- 
‘bly say "Some kimchi a day keeps the doc- 
tor away.” 
1 Here's why: The most common variety of 
abbage that's made into kimchi contains 
1492 units of vitamin A, .03 mg of vitamin 


ВІ, .06 mg of vitamin B2, 12 mg of vitamin 
Cand 2.1 mg of niacin. 

A medium-size apple, on the other hand, 
contains only 50 units of vitamin A and on- 
ly trace amounts of vitamins B1 and B2, 3 
mg of vitamin C and traces of niacin. 

Kimchi contains a number of organic 
acids produced during the fermentation 
process that help sterilize the digestive 
tract and aid in digestion. Kimchi also con- 
tains high levels of protein, calcium and 
iron that are derived mainly from seafood 
such as oysters, squid, shrimp and an- 
chovies that are used for flavoring the dish. 

А good source of fiber, kimchi may con- 


tain many of the nutrients and naturally 
occurring chemicals that can help combat 
cancers of the mouth, throat, lungs, stom- 
ach, bladder, colon and cervix. 

Radish roots, another major kimchi in- 
gredient, are пос only rich in vitamins but 
also diastase, an enzyme that promotes the 
digestion of carbohydrates. Radish stalks 
and leaves are also a good source of calci- 
um, vitamin C and carotene. 

Other kimchi ingredients such as water- 
cress, sponge seaweed, Indian mustard 
leaves and garlic also contribute a lot to 
make kimchi a healthy food. 

The red chili peppers in kimchi make it a 


truly remarkable health food and different from the ju and 


osinko of China and Japan, dishes often likened to kimchi. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2007 


THE Mask Dance Drama is a 
social satire making bitter fun 
of pompous aristocrats and 
depraved monks. 


Korean ‘fire meat’ 

The Korean word bulgogi literally means “fire meat.” Beef is 
most often identified with bulgogi, but even pork, chicken, lamb, 
squid, and octopus, for example, can be cooked bulgogi style, like 
“barbecue” is a method of cooking. 

The most common beef bulgogi is made with thick slices of 
meat, usually tenderloin, marinated in a sauce made of soy sauce, 
sesame oil, minced garlic, sesame seeds and other seasonings, and 


Chili peppers not only give kimchi its distinctive spicy flavor 
and appetizing color but also contain capsicin that prevents 
the taste of kimchi from turning by checking the decomposi- 
tion process. Aside from helping break down fats in the body, 
peppers have large doses of vitamins A, B and C. 

There are basically two kinds of kimchi—seasonal and win- 


then cooked over a charcoal grill often at the table. 

The grilled slices can already be eaten by themselves or eaten 
wrapped in lettuce leaf along with slices of fresh garlic, green pep- 
per dabbed in soybean paste, red pepper paste, or a mixture of the 
two. 


Kee 


LI Su жас 
ЗКЇМСНІ making is a social activity among Korean women (above); 
Sbéef bulgogi and kimchi (upper right). 


ter, with numerous varieties of each. The seasonal varieties 
are made with whatever vegetables are available and are for 
short-term storage. The winter varieties, made with mostly 
cabbages and turnips, are for long-term storage to provide a 
supply of vegetables during the cold winter months. 

Baechu kimchi is the most prevalent type. Gimjang kimchi, 
also known as winter kimchi, is usually made in late Novem- 

ет. 

In addition to being eaten as a staple side dish, kimchi is al- 
зо used in a variety of cooked dishes, the most common is kim- 
chi jjigae, a hot, fiery stew made by boiling kimchi with pork. 
Kimchi is also stir-fried with thin strips of pork and eaten with 
fresh tofu, or dubu as bean curd is known in Korean. 

To most Koreans, a meal without kimchi, no matter how lav- 

is incomplete or even unthinkable. 


In some restaurants, bulgogi is cooked on a dome-shaped pan 
that is placed over a charcoal brazier ora gas range. The pan has a 
trough around the edge to catch the tasty juice that cooks out of 
the meat so that it can be poured onto the rice. 

Bulgogi can also be cooked in a regular frying pan or an electric. 
skillet, but most connoisseurs prefer the traditional charcoal. 

For the pork and other types of bulgogi, a litle red pepper paste 
is usually added to the marinade. This gives the bulgogi a spicy 
taste and aroma. 

Recently, people have been finding that bulgogi is not only tasty 
and healthy, but also very versatile. It has been adapted to today's 
fast foods with some sandwich chains adding bulgogi to burgers to 
their menus and a number of well-known pizza restaurants even 
adopting it as one of their pizza toppings. Bulgogi is an ideal pic- 
nic food and, with some slight changes in the thickness and size of 
the meat pieces, it can become a tasty hors d'ouvre or buffet item. 
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through 
drama and 


Rich landscape of culture, images, and stories 


example of this classic 
form is the masked dan 
sandaenori or taichum, а 
bination of dance, song and 

rative punctuated with satire 
and humor. 

Lightly varying from one re- 
gion to another in terms of 
style, dialogue and costume, 
it enjoyed remarkable popu: 
larity among tural people 
Until the early 20th century. 

Pansori, the lengthy nar- 
rative. songs bosed on 
popular taies, and kkok- 
dugaksinoreum or pup- 
pet ‘plays, performed. by 
vagabond artists, also drew large audi- 
ences, The shamonistic: ttuals known as 
gut were another form of religious theater 
that appealed to the populace. All these 
performances are presented nowadays, 
too, though not very often. 

There are a few institutions that offer vari- 
ous performing arts in one place, an ex- 
ample of this being Jeong-dong Theater in 
central Seoul, that presents a traditional 
performing aris seres, drama and music. 


DRAMA) F4, 


i theatiical 


n actors 
areadyhave ah: ing here. 

Jewel in the Palace,” "Endless Love, 
Full House,” "My Name is Kim Sam 
Soong,” and “Lovers in Paris" are just 

me of these Korean. telenovelas, 
whose stories ond characters have бе: 
‘come known to quite a number of Fil- 
ipinos 

Korean drama has its origins in prehis- 
totic religious ntes, while music and 
dance play an integral role in all tradi- 
tional theatrical performances. А good 


Two famous dishes—kimchi and bulgogi— 
gastronomically signify what it means to be a Korean 


gogi, a marinated meat dish. Whereas kimchi is a staple dish that is eaten at every meal, bulgogi is more 


wo foods that people have come to identify with Korea are kimchi, a fermented vegetable dish, and bul 
І like а party food generally eaten on special occasions like dining out or entertaining guests. 


Healthy kimchi 

‘Kimchi isa pungent, fermented dish gen- 
rally consisting of cabbage or turnip sea 
‘soned with salt, garlic, green onions, gin- 

ted pepper and shellfish. Low in calo- 

and cholesterol and very high in fiber, 
Xiinchi is very nutritious. In fact it is richer 
in vitamins than apple. 

To a Korean, instead of saying "an apple 
a day keeps the doctor away,” they'd proba- 
bly say "Some kimchi a day keeps the doc- 
‘Jor away. 

"Here's why: The most common variety of 
cabbage that’s made into kimchi contains 
492 units of vitamin А, .03 mg of vitamin 


ВІ, .06 mg of vitamin B2, 12 mg of vitamin 
Cand 2.1 mg of niacin. 

A medium-size apple, on the other hand, 
contains only 50 units of vitamin A and on. 
ly trace amounts of vitamins B1 and 82, 3 
mg of vitamin C and traces of niacin 

Kimchi contains a number of organic 
acids produced during the fermentation 
process that help sterilize the digestive 
tract and aid in digestion. Kimchi also con 
tains high levels of protein, calcium and 
iron that are derived mainly from seafood 
such as oysters, squid, shrimp and an 
chovies that are used for flavoring the dish. 

А good source of fiber, kimchi may con 


tain many of the nutrients and naturally 
occurring chemicals that can help combat. 
cancers of the mouth, throat, lungs, stom- 
ach, bladder, colon and cervix 

Radish roots. another major kimchi in- 
gredient, are not only rich in vitamins but 
also diastase, an enzyme that promotes the 
digestion of carbohydrates. Radish stalks 
and leaves are also a good source of calci. 
um, vitamin C and carotene. 

Other kimchi ingredients such as water 
cress. sponge seaweed. Indian mustard 
leaves and garlic also contribute a lot to 
make kimchi a healthy food. 

The red chili peppers in kimchi make it a 


KIMCHI making is a social activity among Korean women (above); 
bbéef bulgogi and kimchi (upper right). 


truly remarkable health food and different from the ju and 
osinko of China and Japan, dishes often likened to kimchi 
Chili peppers not only give kimchi its distinctive spicy flavor 
and appetizing color but also contain capsicin that prevents 
the taste of kimchi from turning by checking the decomposi 
tion process. Aside from helping break down fats in the body, 
peppers have large doses of vitamins A, B and C. 

‘There are basically two kinds of kimchi—seasonal and win- 
ter, with numerous varieties of each. The seasonal varieties 
are made with whatever vegetables are available and are for 
short-term storage. The winter varieties, made with mostly 
cabbage and turnips, are for long-term storage to provide а 
supply of vegetables during the cold winter months, 

Baechu kimchi is the most prevalent type. Gimjang kimchi, 
also known as winter kimchi, is usually made in late Novem- 
ber 

In addition to being eaten as a staple side dish, kimchi is al- 
50 used in a variety of cooked dishes, the most common is kim- 
chi jjigac. a hot, fiery stew made by boiling kimchi with pork. 
Kimchi is also stir-fried with thin strips of pork and eaten with 
fresh tofu, or dubu as bean curd is known in Korean. 

To most Koreans. a meal without kimchi, no matter how lav- 
ish, is incomplete or even unthinkable. 
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THE Mask Dance Drama is a 
social satire making bitter fun 
of pompous aristocrats and 
depraved monks. 
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Korean ‘fire meat" 

The Korean word bulgogi literally means “fire meat.” Beef is 
most often identified with bulgogi, but even pork, chicken, lamb, 
squid, and octopus, for example, can be cooked bulgogi style, like 
"barbecue" is a method of cooking. 

The most common beef bulgogi is made with thick slices of 
meat, usually tenderloin, marinated in a sauce made of soy sauce, 
sesame oil, minced garlic, sesame seeds and other seasonings, and 
then cooked over a charcoal grill often at the table. 

The grilled slices can already be eaten by themselves or eaten 
wrapped in lettuce leaf along with slices of fresh garlic, green pep- 
per dabbed in soybean paste, red pepper paste, ога mixture of the 
two. 

In some restaurants, bulgogi is cooked on a dome-shaped pan 
that is placed over a charcoal brazier ога gas range. The pan has a 
trough around the edge to catch the tasty juice that cooks out of 
the meat so that it can be poured onto the rice. 

Bulgogi can also be cooked in a regular frying pan or an electric 
skillet, but most connoisseurs prefer the traditional charcoal. 

For the pork and other types of bulgogi, a little red pepper paste 
is usually added to the marinade. This gives the bulgogi a spicy 
taste and aroma. 

Recently, people have been finding that bulgogi is not only tasty 
and healthy, but also very versatile. It has been adapted to today's 
fast foods with some sandwich chains adding bulgogi to burgers to 
their menus and а number of well-known pizza restaurants even 
adopting it as one of their pizza toppings. Bulgogi is an ideal pic- 
nic food and, with some slight changes in the thickness and size of 
the meat pieces, it can become а tasty hors d'ouvre or buffet item 
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% 
jONBEHALF OF THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT Узды 
fand the Filipino people, I convey my warmest fe- 
licitations on the Republic of Korea's celebration f 
‘fits Foundation Day this 3rd of October 2007. f 
The Republic of Korea's rich cultural history 7^ 
ind emergence as a global economic leader have 
inspired many nations. 
5i. The Philippines, in particular, looks to the Re- 
"liblic of Korea as a productive partner and а 
true friend. 
{Our robust bilateral relations are founded firmly on 
‘shared aspirations for greater peace, progress and pros- 
tity for our peoples and our region. 
“Through these years, we have stood side by side in 
:putrsuit of common objectives. Today, the ties that bind 
our nations and peoples are deep, profound and contin- 
jie to flourish. 
Our partnership continues to expand across all fields. 
7 The Republic of Korea is one of the Philippines top trad- 
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ing partners. Direct investments from the Repub- 
lic of Korea continue to rise. Korean nationals ac- 

‘count for nearly 20 percent of our visitors. 
Development cooperation, too, remains a cor- 
nerstone of our relations, as is Philippines-Repub- 
1 lic of Korea collaboration in regional and interna- 
tional initiatives. Guided by our shared ideals in 
democracy, human rights and peace and security, 
we are helping reinforce the foundations of a 

more caring and sharing region and world. 

On this significant occasion, I therefore reaffirm the 
Philippines’ commitment to further strengthen the 
bonds between our countries, and look forward to fur- 
ther elevating to greater heights our meaningful rela- 
tions with the Republic of Korea. 

Mabuhay! 


GLORIA MACAPAGAL ARROYO (Sgd.) 
President of the Philippines 


17-15 WITH DEEP PRIDE AND HONOR THAT I 

invite Filipinos and the Korean community here 

‘inthe Philippines to celebrate the National Foun- 
“dation Day of the Republic of Korea. Today, Octo- 

‘ber.3, is the historic anniversary of Korea, as a 

‘nation and as a people; it marks the formation of 

‘our national identity and culture. 

1 Over the past years, the Republic of Korea has 
‘become one of the most prosperous and dynamic 
countries in the world. Amid numerous threats, Korea 
has continuously stood by its ideals of democracy and a 
‘free market economy. Through much sacrifice and hard- 
ships, these ideals paid off and Korea was able to attain 
‘the fruits of the industrial progress which we now know 
“As the “Miracle on the Hangang River”. 

As Korea progressed, we realized that Korea has the 
Shoral duty to give back to other nations the lessons and 
‘knowledge it painstakingly acquired in its development 
process. In this context, the National Day of the Republic 
of Korea is the most appropriate time to reemphasize its 
commitment to help developing countries attain their 
‘own prosperity. And what better way to start this offis by 
assisting one of our dearest friends, the Philippines. 

‘The tie that binds Korea and the Philippines has become 
increasingly stronger throughout the years and has stood 
the test of time. During the Korean War, 7,000 members of 
Philippine Expeditionary Forces to Korea (PEFTOK) stood 
by us to fight for our democracy. Korea's commitment to the 
Philippines stems from this resolute bond. 

To date, Korea sees the Philippines as a partner in ar- 
eas of trade, investment, tourism and development as- 
sistance. In recent years, Korean corporations identify 
the Philippines as an ideal venue for investment in in- 
frastructure building such as ship-building, power gen- 
eration, petro-chemical plant, manufacturing and so on. 
Without doubt, these partnerships will help strengthen 
economies of both Korea and the Philippines. 

Also in 2006, trade volume between Korea and the 
Philippines totaled US$6 billion making Korea the 
Philippines’ 8th biggest trade partner. This number only 


promises to increase with the recent signing of 
the Korea-Asean Free Trade Agreement. 
Tris also worthwhile to note that over 600,000 
Korean tourists came here last year, making 
them the largest tourist group to this beautiful 
country. 
On the occasion of our National Day, Lam also 
honored to reaffirm Korea's commitment to the 
АВ: priority areas and principles laid out in the 
Medium Term Philippine Development Plan (MTPDP). 
Korea believes that by prioritizing strategic and critical 
infrastructure projects, trade and investments will be 
stimulated. As such, Korea has committed to assist the 
Philippines in infrastructure projects such as the North- 
South railway linkage, the Laguindingan Airport in Ca- 
gayan de Oro City, and the Gapan-San Fernando-Olon- 
gapo road expansion. 

Iam honored to reiterate Korea's contribution to ex- 
changing knowledge with Filipinos. We believe that eco- 
nomic development of countries depend on people who are 
experienced in preparing economic plans, procuring neces- 
sary investment capital and executing economic policies 
necessary for economic growth. It is with this ideal in mind 
that Koréa has invited 1,284 Filipino trainees to Korea, fi- 
папсей six development research projects, and dispatched 
20 Korean experts and 225 Korean volunteers to the Philip- 
pines from 1991 to 2006. These exchanges will empower 
the people resources of our two countries. 

On this day, the Korean people proudly celebrate the 
founding of its nation. On behalf of all Koreans, L extend 
my warmest gratitude to the Philippine Government 
and all the Filipinos for the warm welcome and support 
to Korea and my fellow Koreans. May this day be a reaf- 
firmation of the friendship and cooperation between our 
two countries and people. 

Maraming Salamat at mabuhay tayong lahat (Thank 
you and long live!) 


HONG JONG-KI (584) 
Ambassador, Republic of Korea to the Philippines 


THE MANY FACETS OF SOUTH KOREA IN 
love, wor, peace, present and past 
times are reflected in a number of Ko 
rean fims shown recently at the UP Fim 
Institute in UP Diliman Quezon City. 

The ‘Korean Fim Festival, put up 
through the efforts of the Korean Em- 
bossy, successfully screened a number 
of award winning Korean fims. 

The film festival tour de force include 
“Tae Guk Gi” (The Brotherhood of War) а 
fim by Kong Je-gyu about wo brothers 
unwilingly drafted into the South Kore 
‘an amy following the outbreak of the 
Korean War. For a war movie, ftis heor- 
warming and sensitive as the story fol- 
lows the lives of the two brothers going 
through the trials of war, trying at all cost 
fo take care'of each other, but facing 
tragedy in the end. The fim won Best 
Picture, Best Director at the 2005 Asin 
Film Awards. 

БА: Joint Secuilly Area" by Korean 
filmmaker Park Chon-wockis about the 
tragic shootout at the border of the wo 
Koreas prompting an international in- 
vestigation team composed of mem- 
bets from neutral countries fo look into 
the Incident. The events unravel to re- 
veal a story that goes beyond what ev- 


The fim was the official selection for 
the Golden Berin Bear and was th 
ational Film Festi 

\ Film Festival 


Awards of South 

An interesting and engaging firn 
“Ditto” by filmmaker Kim Jeong Kwon; 
Б about а female ш 
who talks through a radiophone to о 
male schoolmate who lives 
away. 

“My Heart” by (їгїт) 
һов an epic story of a 16-ye. 
who is compelled to mary a 10-year- 
old boy at a time when Korea was be. 
ginning to take its fist’ steps info th. 
mode age. The fim received the Au. 
dience Award at the 2000 Far East Fim 
Festival in Udine Ном, 

Filmmaker Yong Yun-ho's "Liberal 
Me" is about fire, investigators who 
are hot оп a trail of on arsonist terror. 
izing Seoul. The film was theofficial. 
selection at the 2001 Tokyo Interna- 
tional Film Fantastic Film: Festival. It 
won best cinematography and best 
editing. at the 2001 Grand Bell 
Awards of South Korea 
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Korea through 


drama апа films 


traditional drama: 
mber 19 


was pr 


the theater named Wongotsa was 
In operation until November 1909. 

Theatrical groups Hyeoksindan 
опа Munsuseong were also orgo- he country staging as many 
пред by those who retumed from performon Drama remained 
шоу іп Japan and staged sia popular until the. 1930s, but then 
[new wave) dramas, пра dramas subsided in the socio-political tur- 
first dealt with роса! and military 


led the droma mover 


ILLUMINATING MILESTONES 
Korea’s heritage shines on 
with Hyundai 
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folowing decade, it was further 
the boom 
s and the emer 


05, a number of young 
artists began to study and adopt the 
styles ond themes of traditional the. 
осш works Ше the masked 

plays, shaman rituais ond 
еол Culture ond Arts 


annual drama festival to encou 
оде local theatrical performances. 
At present, a great number of the- 
tical active around the 
year, featuring all manner of genre: 


“One of the "Sexiest Сав" 
- 2006 Road & Travel Magazine. 
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ATRADITIONAL Korean Dancing Troupe performs during the opening ceremony of the 16th) 


Dance Festival. 


“Top rating in the Standard Midsize SUV catego 
2005 AutoPacific Vehicle. Satisfaction Awart Awari 
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from comedy to historical ej 
at small theaters along Daeng. 
no Streetin downtown Seoul 

The fist Korean-made fim 
“Righteous Revenge" was shown 
to fne. püblc in 1919. The fist 
feature fim, "Oath Under the 
Mog Was screened in 1923. In 
1986; charismatic actor-director 
Na Un-gyu drew dn enthusiast 
fesponse from the public by pro- 
ducing "Анапа" а cinematic 
protest against Japanese op 
‘pression. 

'After the Korean War in 1953 
jhe local ith grew gradually and 
'éhjoyed a booming business for 
‘Gout decade. But the next 
two dècades sow a stagnatio 
‘of the industry due largely to th 
fapid growth of television. 

Since the early 1980s, howev. 
er, the fim Industry has regaine 
some vitality. thanks mainly to 
few. talented young di 


National 


An unwavering victory 


the creation of s frst ever automobilo, Pony, in 


the 1960's, Hyundai has tumed into а mega enterprise, 


spawning countless innovations that have gamered 


significant market acceptance sordide, Among them is 


Hyundaís CRDI ect Injection 


engne which has standard for 


diesel engines with из басе Нести performance, cleaner 


emission quality. and improved longevity with lees noise 


vibration and harshness 


ying and safety Hyundai dared to go beyond th 


earned global appeal and recognition These include the 


Gotz an u compact ear with a fun-to-dnve feel 


the Santa Fe wath is off-road ruggedness and versatility 


же Matri with its бомо layout and practical design: the 


functionality for families amd entrepreneurs alike; the 


positive trend 
1990s with m 

оп directors pro 
tha 

world 


hunhyangieon 
di- 


in the Cannes Fim 
Festival- Four other films 


Tucson with a muscled-up stance fit К 


national Film Festival. 

Following these fims, in 2001 
“Joint Security Area" was select 
ed fo compete in the Berin inter 
national Fim Festival and anoth 
өг fim by Kim К-аш, "Address 

'ered the compet 
tion section of the Venice Inter- 
national Fim Festival. 

Park Chan-wook gar- 

а те Jury Grond Pii at ihe 

for his fim "Old 

1 the Best Direc- 

word at he Bangkok intema. 

ional Fim Festival for “О Boy" in 

2005 ond “Sympathy for tody 
Vengeance" in 2006. 

Public interest in fims has 


been mounting and several ings a 


been staged by provincial gov- 
emments or private organiza: 
tions in Koreo. They include the 
Pusan Intemational Fim Festival 
the Bucheon intemational Fan- 


HARI 


the Coupe with its smooth power and superb sporty 


drweabily. the Sonata, endowod 
symphony of elegance and technology 


Ushers a liberty of space and convenier 


leading creature comforts: and the Azera. a 


makes executive class a bold statement with 


styling and engine power. 


ic Best of Hyundai. 


“blockbusters. In the 


the Jeonju in- 

Film Festi 

val and the Women's Film Festi- 
ul. 

As in other countries, Korean 
cinema ing no- 
ticeable expansion of the ani- 
mation and cartoon industry. 
More than 200 companies are. 
Bigducing works in this up-to: 
ådte genre. 

The fim. video, animation 
ond onine content industries 
are also undergoing a boom їп 
Korea, fueled by the availabilty 
of high-speed intemet services. 

In 2003, Korea's fim industry 
experienced great success at 
box office. The market share 

ji fims was over 53.5 per- 
nf due to several Korean 
same year, 
Korea released 240 films and 
movie theaters showed 65 Kore 
an-made films. 
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nology. That's the true beauty of Hyundai's vehicles shining through. 
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Republic of Korea 
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of its 
National Day 


making HARI 


rd by Hyundai Motor 
the DEP (Dealer 
capital of Hyundais global 
remarkable of notable 
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y « 2006 


National Foundation Day, HARI 
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Contributor to the country's 
development goals 


'Korea has been increasing its participation in international development and cooperation 
through its Official Development Assistance (ODA) with Philippines as a priority" 


History of Korean Official Development Assistance 

After World War II until 1999, the Republic of Korea was itself a 
recipient of international aid that helped further its development 
goals. The assistance had a critical role of helping Korea realize the 
economic miracle which it now enjoys. Having achieved its own 
development, Korea joins the efforts of the international commu- 
nity to provide humanitarian aid to the least developed countries 
by extending its own resources to their development programs. 

In the 1980s, the Korean government designed a program for 
the purpose of sharing its experiences of rapid and dynamic devel- 
‘opment based on the spirit of South-South cooperation. The Eco- 
nomic Development Cooperation Fund (EDCF) was created by the 
Korean government in 1987 to provide loans to developing coun- 
tries, In 1991, the Korea International Cooperation Agency 
(KOICA) was organized to manage grant aid and technical cooper- 
ation programs. 

Even if the Government of the Republic of Korea has sought to 
utilize its limited resources wisely in terms of selection and con- 
centration, it has prioritized the Philippines for its ODA program. 


EDCF in the Philippines 

. The Republic of Korea established the Economic Development 
Cooperation Fund (EDCF) in 1987 for the purpose of promoting 
economic cooperation between Korea and developing countries. 
The EDCF assists developing countries by providing the necessary 
funding for their industrial development and economic stability. 
From 1987 to 2006, the EDCF loan commitments have reached 
US$131 million for 7 projects. 

While the overarching mission of Korean assistance to the 

Philippines is poverty reduction and economic development, the 

= direction for Korea's EDCF assistance to the Philippines has been 
focused on areas whiere Korea has been traditionally competitive. 
As such, transportation, the environment, e-Governance, and 
health have been the sectors of EDCF interest. Some of these pro- 
jects include: 


© Northrail and Southrail Linkage Project 

‘The ground breaking of the Project commenced on 1 July 2007 
to alleviate the worsening traffic situation, decongest Metro Mani- 
la and provide fast, safe, comfortable and affordable mode of mass 
transport to the commuters. 

Korea will contribute US$50.4 million: US$5 million of which 
shall be sourced from EDCF and US$15.4 million from Export 
Credit Loan of Korea Eximbank. The project consists of two phases: 
from Caloocan to Alabang (34 kms) for Phase I and from Alabang 
to Calamba (26 kms) for Phase II. 

Upon the completion of the Project by 2010, the average travel 
time from Caloocan to Calamba is estimated at one hour, with train 
speed of about 58 kph. 


х=”. “Through KOICA, the 
! Korean Government 
ү] has initiated assistance 
14 to the Philippines by 
sending Filipinos for «X: 
training in Korea’ 


Province, An extension clinic in Cavite Ex- 
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KOREAN priority projects in the country include the Northrail and Southrail Linkage 
project that will make train travel from Caloocan to Calamba run for justan hour (center); 


Overseas Volunteers conducting mobile clinic (above right); Korea Busuanga (Coron) 
and Gapan-San Fernando-Olongapo Road Project. 


Airport Development (below) 
{ 


* Gapan-San Fernando-Olangapo Road Project 

The Korean government committed to support the project that 
will cost about US $40 million to relieve the traffic problem along 
the main trunk of the road system that services the provinces of 
Pampanga, Bataan and Zambales. 

‘The project scope is the widening of 34.7 km of road from Do- 
lores Flyover to Dinalupihan, including the reconstruction of Sta. 
Cruz Bridge and dredging of Porac-Gumain River. 


 Laguindingan Airport Development Project 

The project is now under a financing plan adjustment and bid- 
ding procedure for civil works contractor. Korea will extend 
US$93.4 million: US$30.6 million from EDCF and US $62.8 mil- 
lion from Export Credit Loan of Korea Eximbank. 

Although the Cagayan de Oro-Iligan Corridor in North Central 
Mindanao is a major growth area in Mindanao, there are only two 
commercial airports in the region. 

As such, the project to upgrade the airport into an international 
airport will greatly contribute to the economic development and 
tourism of Northern Mindanao. 

The country office of the EDCF was éstablished here in Metro 
Manila in March in anticipation of the increase of Korea's EDCF as- 
sistance to the Philippines. From 2007 to 2009, the Government of 
Korea has undertaken to increase EDCF assistance to the Philip- 
pines to US$400 million. Future projects which have gained EDCF 
support are the Gapan-San Fernando-Olongapo Road Phase II, the 
Bacolod Silay Airport Access Road and the Subic Bay Water Supply 
and Water Treatment Project. 


KOICA in the Philippines 


KOICA was established by the Korean Government in 1991 to 
implement its bilateral Grant Aid and Technical Cooperation poli- 


cies. Grant aid includes project aid, disaster 
relief and support to NGOs; while Technical 
Cooperation is composed of training, ex- 
pertise sharing, overseas volunteers, and 
development studies. 

Through KOICA, the Korean Government 
has initiated assistance to the Philippines 
by sending Filipinos for training in Korea. 
In December 1994, the KOICA-Philippine 
Office was formally established to directly 
implement the development assistance of 
Korea to the Philippines. 

Some of KOICA's completed and ongoing 
projects are: 


© Korea-Philippines Vocational Train- 
ing Center (KPVTC) 

The US$5 million-funded KPVTC in Ti- 
bungco, Davao City was constructed in 
2005 to establish a systematic and techni- 
cal training infrastructure in Mindanao. 
KPVTC is made up of seven (7) engineering 


lib 


departments which 
offer training areas 
in agricultural ma- 
chinery, automotive 
j maintenance and 
repair, welding and 
plumbing, refrigera- 
tion and air-condi- 
tioning, food pro- 
cessing, etc. to train 
agricultural profes- 
sionals, technicians, 
and agriculture- 
based workers. 

© Korea-Philippines IT Training Centers (KPITTC) 

Located at the Quezon City Polytechnic University compound in 
Novaliches, Quezon City and its extension facility at the Regional 
Skills Development Center in Guiguinto, Bulacan, KPITTCs were 
established under a US$5 million grant: US$4.3 million for the 
Quezon City site and US$0.7 million for the Bulacan site. 

The Center was inaugurated last December 2005 and offers 
courses on software development, 2D and 3D animation develop- 
ment, AutoCAD, hardware management and other strategic IT 
fields. 

Since its inauguration, 727 students graduated from KPITTC. At 
present, there are 1,084 students enrolled in short-term IT courses 
offered in the center. 


‘© Korea-Philippines Friendship Hospital (KPFH) - 1st and 
2nd Phases 

This 100-bed maternity and children’s hospital was inaugurated 
in 2002 in Trece Martirez City with US$3.8 million budget in re- 
sponse to the need for additional medical facility in Cavite 


port Processing Zone (CEPZ) was likewise 
built to provide accessible and affordable 
medical assistance to nearby communities. 

This year, the KOICA Philippine Office 
has given an-additional budget of USSI 
million to implement the 2nd Phase of 
KPFH by constructing a Medical Arts Build- 
ing (MAB) and improving the existing hos- 
pital building and facilities. 


* Project for Early Warning and Moni- 
toring System for Disaster Mitigatión 

With project sites (river basins) in the 
Provinces of Aurora, Iloilo and Lanao, this 
project establishes proper weather amd 
flood forecasting model for early warning 
and monitoring system by installing weath- 
er equipment such as automatic weather 
stations, rain and water level gauges, and 
evaporation pans and communication links 
to the three sites. 

The Korean Government will provide 
US$1 million for two years (2007-2008), of 
which US$700,000 will be for the provision 
of the equipment, while US$300,000 will 
be for technical cooperation. 


* Project for Construction of Modern Integrated Rice Pro- 
cessing and Milling Complex (RPC) 

KOICA has allocated US$2.3 million for the construction of the 
integrated RPC in Baler, Aurora Province with state-of-the-art post 
harvest facilities and scientific mechanized rice production tech- 
nologies aimed to enhance the international competitiveness of 
rice produced in the Philippines, as well as maximize the benefit to 
farmers for food security and poverty alleviation. 


Project for Busuanga (Coron) Airport Development 

Facilitated through a US$3 million grant from the Korean Gov- 
erriment through KOICA, this rehabilitation project aims to up- 
grade the existing facilities of the airport to cope with the expected 
increase in air travel demand and enhance the operational safety 
of aircraft operation in accordance with international civil aviation 
standards and recommended practices. 

© Training 

The training program, among the means of technical coopera- 
tion that KOICA performs, is a flagship program that supports the 
human resource development of developing countries by transfer- 
ring Korea's development know-how and strategies. To this end, 
KOICA invites researchers, technicians and policy decision makers 
from partner countries to Korea for training. There have been 
1,284 Filipino scholars who have been trained under this program 
since 1991. 


* Dispatch of Korea Overseas Volunteers (KOVs) 

‘The KOV program promotes technical manpower development 
and the transfer of advanced technology by deploying Korean vol- 
unteers to live and work together with local communities in the de- 
veloping world. 

In the Philippines, 77 KOVs are currently assigned to different 
local areas. 


* Disaster relief. 

The Korean Government, through the Embassy and the KOICA- 
Philippine Office, has provided relief and rehabilitation assistance 
(cash donation, relief supplies, heavy equipment and vehicles) to the. 
people affected by the recent typhoons and landslides in the Philip- 
pines. In 2006, the Korean Government donated US $1,150,000 to 
victims of nacural disasters. This year, it will donate US$100,000 to 
the World Health Organization (WHO) for the organization's disaster 
assistance to victims of typhoons in Albay and Camarines Sur. 

To date, Korea has extended a total of US$34 million to the 
Philippines in government grants to be mostly used in the expan- 
sion of infrastructure in the country. 


Direction of Korean ODA 

Because it is one of the most successful models of international de- 
velopment cooperation, Korea believes that it is now in the best posi 
tion to share its own country experiences to the Philippines. As such, 
Korea remains sincere in its efforts to participate in the country devel 
‘opment plan of the Philippines with the end in view of capacitating 
Filipinos towards the latter's own road to development. 
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"Having 
undergone 
spectacular 
growth ina 
relatively short 
period of time, 
the Korean 
government is 
now focusing 
onthe ‘quality 
of growth,’ To 
this aim, Korea 
envisions three 
pillars of future 
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to economic SuCCess 


‘As the world's 1 1th economic power, Korea 
has successfully experienced impressive 
economic growth that its key industries have 
garnered recognition in the global arena’ 


WHAT WOULD CONSUMERS’ LIFE 
the world over be like without famous 
Korean global brands like Samsung, 
LG Electronics,-Kia, Daewoo, and 
Hyundai? 

‘Once known as one of the world's 
poorest agrarian societies, Korea has 
undertaken economic development 
in earnest since 1962. In less than 
four decades, it achieved what has be- 
come known as the "Miracle on the 
Hangang River’—an incredible pro- 
cess that dramatically transformed 
the Korean economy while making а 
turning point in Korea's history. 

‘An outward-oriented economic de- 
velopment strategy, which used ex- 
ports as the engine of growth, con- 
tributed greatly to the radical eco- 
nomic transformation of Korea. 
Based on such a strategy, many suc- 
cessful development programs were 
implemented. As a result, from 1962 
to 2006, Korea's Gross National In- 
соте (GNI) increased from 0552.3 
billion to US$887.3 billion, with its 
per capita GNI soaring from $87 to 
about $18,372. These impressive fig- 
ures clearly indicate the magnitude of 
success that these economic pro- 
grams have brought about. 

Korean imports have steadily in- 
creased thanks to the nation's liberal- 
ization policy and increasing per capi- 
ta income levels. As one of the largest 
import markets in the world, the vol- 
ume of Korea's imports exceeded 
those of China in 1995 and were com- 
parable to the imports of Malaysia, 
Indonesia, and the Philippines com- 


bined. 

Major import items included 
industrial raw materials such as 
crude oil and natural minerals, 
general consumer products, 
foodstuffs and goods such а 
machinery electronic equip- 
ment and transportation equip- 
ment. 

Korea developed rapidly from the 
1960s, fueled by high savings and in- 
vestment rates, and a strong empha- 
sis on education. The nation became 
the 29th member country of the Or- 
ganization for Economic Cooperation. 
and Development in 1996. 

As the world's 12th largest econo- 


Korean Chamber of Commerce Philippines (KCCP), Inc. 


of nutrition excellence 
in animal feeds 


my, Korea is working to become the 
focal point of a powerful Asian eco- 
nomic bloc during the 21st century. In 
2006, Korea's trade volume amount- 
ed to US$635 billion, ranking 11th in 
the world. Korea also has the fourth 
largest foreign reserves. Despite high 
oil prices, the strong Korean currency 
and rising raw material prices, the 
Korean economy is growing at a 
healthy pace. 

Sustaining Korea's economic 
growth are key industries that have 
garnered recognition in the global 
arena. Korea is the largest shipbuild- 
ing nation; for semiconductors, the 
third largest; digital electronics, the 
fourth. Korean textile, steel and 
petrochemicals are fifth in terms of 
volume, and automobiles are sixth in 
the world. Korea's shipbuilding sector 
has been the industry leader for the 
past three years, accounting to 40 
percent of the world's total shipbuild- 
ing orders of 2006. 

As a major auto manufacturer, Ko- 
rea produces over 3 million vehicles 
annually. Since Korea first started ex- 
porting cars in 1976; the nation’s auto 
industry has developed at a remark- 
able speed. Riding on the increased 
popularity of Korean automobiles all 


OUR WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS 
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over the world, leading Korean car 
Companies have begun extending 
manufacturing bases to overseas lo- 
cations. 

With almost 11 percent of the glob- 
al market share, Korea's semiconduc- 
tor sector is at the forefront of the in- 
dustry, particularly in terms of flash 
memory and SOC (System on а 
Chip). As of 2004, Korea’s DRAM (Dy- 
namic Random Access Memory) 
ranked first in the world, with a 47.1- 
percent market share. 

Since 2000, innovation has topped 
the national agenda. To bring about 
more innovation into the industries, 
Korea is promoting business-friendly 
policies, as well as policies enhancing 
cooperation between large compa- 
nies and SMEs. 

Having undergone spectacular 
growth in a relatively short period of 
time, the Korean government is now 
focusing on the “quality of growth.” 
To this aim, Korea envisions three pil- 
lars of future growth: growth that fc 
ters job creation, growth that fuels 
novation in industries, and growth 
that brings balanced development 
among the provinces as well as 
metropolitan areas and among com- 
panies large and small. 
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imagine a TV designed 
to be admired 


Introducing the new Samsung LCD TV Bordeaux Plus and 
its inspiring sense of beauty, Elegant round curves. A beautiful 
bezel. Arresting blue lighting. À television-designed to complement 
stylish room like yours. A television everyone will adinire. With 
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